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About the book

Book Overview: "You Don't Know What War Is" by Yeva Skalietska  

Author: Yeva Skalietska  

Format: Diary Entries  

Plot Summary:  

In her compelling narrative, "You Don't Know What War Is," Yeva

Skalietska invites readers into the harrowing experiences of a young girl

navigating through the chaos of war. This personal account emerges from

her intimate diary reflections, offering a unique lens on the brutal realities of

conflict as seen through the innocent eyes of a child.  

Key Themes:  

- Innocence vs. Resilience: Skalietska’s writing captures the delicate balance

between a child's innocent perception and their instinctual resilience amidst

unimaginable horror.  

- Human Cost of War: The narrative serves as a stark reminder of the

sacrifices and emotional toll warfare takes on innocent lives, forcing readers

to reckon with the grievous impacts of violence.  

- Hope in Darkness: Amidst despair, the book threads a narrative of

hope—illustrating how the human spirit strives for peace despite facing

relentless adversity.  
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Emotional Impact:  

Readers can expect to be deeply moved by Skalietska’s authentic

storytelling, which challenges their perspectives on war and invokes a sense

of empathy and understanding. Prepare to be profoundly touched by her

journey, which balances raw emotion with a poignant reminder of the

fragility of peace.
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About the author

Profile of Yeva Skalietska: A Young Voice Amidst Conflict

- Name: Yeva Skalietska

- Background: Young Ukrainian author hailing from Kharkiv.

- Current Location: Evacuated to Dublin, Ireland for safety amidst the

conflict.

  

Literary Contributions:

- Yeva's diary entries have gained international acclaim for their emotional

depth and authenticity, portraying her experiences during the Russian

invasion of Ukraine.

- Her published work, *You Don't Know What War Is*, serves as a powerful

narrative reflecting her resilience and the indomitable spirit of those affected

by war. 

Themes Explored:

- The book offers a child's perspective on the brutal realities of conflict,

allowing readers worldwide to connect with the human side of war. 

- Through her writings, Yeva articulates the personal and communal

struggles faced by those living in a war zone, making her account not only

relatable but also profoundly impactful. 
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Impact:

- Yeva's story resonates with a diverse audience, highlighting the importance

of sharing untold narratives from the front lines of conflict. Her voice

represents hope and strength amid adversity.
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You Don't Know What War Is Summary
Written by Listenbrief
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You Don't Know What War Is Summary
Chapter List

1. Chapter 1: A Young Girl's Life Before the Unimaginable Reality of War 

2. Chapter 2: The Sudden Onset of Violence and Its Impact on Innocence 

3. Chapter 3: Escaping Chaos: The Journey of Displacement and Survival 

4. Chapter 4: The Struggles of Adapting to a Life in Conflict 

5. Chapter 5: Resilience and Hope: Finding Strength Among Despair 
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1. Chapter 1: A Young Girl's Life Before the
Unimaginable Reality of War

In the opening chapter of "You Don't Know What War Is," Yeva Skalietska

takes us back to a time of innocence and normalcy in her life, painting a

vivid picture of what it means to grow up in a peaceful environment,

unaware of the impending turmoil that would soon engulf her world. Before

the notion of conflict shatters her reality, Yeva represents a typical young

Ukrainian girl whose daily life is filled with school, friendships, and the

simple joys of childhood.  

Through her eyes, we see how she and her friends enjoy spending afternoons

playing in parks, riding bikes, and dreaming about their futures, completely

unaware that these moments of joy and carefree laughter are soon to be

eclipsed by the harsh truths of war. Yeva illustrates the mundane but

cherished routines that define her existence: attending class, learning about

history, engaging in sports, and laughing with her friends as they chatter

about their favorite games and pop stars. These descriptions are filled with

warmth and a sense of nostalgia, evoking the universal experiences of

childhood that many readers can relate to.  

Yeva shares anecdotes of her family life — loving interactions with her

parents and sibling that characterize a close-knit household. She recalls

evenings spent around the dinner table, where laughter and shared stories
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create a fabric of family unity and love. These moments serve as a stark

contrast to the chaos that is later introduced into her life, illustrating how

war disrupts the very essence of familial bonds.  

Additionally, there is an emphasis on the cultural and historical backdrop of

Ukraine. Yeva reflects on her education, which includes lessons on

Ukrainian history and pride. She expresses a deep appreciation for her

heritage, which grounds her identity in her culture and strengthens her spirit.

This cultural foundation is pivotal; it provides readers with insight into what

is at stake when war tears apart societies and erases the histories and

identities of those involved.  

As the chapter unfolds, the author subtly hints at the fragility of peace.

References to the political tensions surrounding Ukraine and the distant

rumblings of conflict serve as forewarnings of the upheaval to come. Yeva's

narrative foreshadows the loss of her childhood innocence and the ways in

which the looming threat of war slowly invades her consciousness. The

reader can almost feel the warmth of her childhood threatened by an

encroaching darkness, as the normalcy of her days becomes overshadowed

by the uncertain political landscape around her.  

The poignancy of this chapter lies in its exploration of the disparity between

a child's perspective of safety and security and the harsh realities of a world
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that can change in an instant. Yeva's rich, descriptive storytelling allows us

to grasp the fundamental innocence of youth, making her eventual journey

through war all the more impactful. The calm before the storm is depicted

with tenderness and clarity, echoing the sentiments of countless individuals

who, much like Yeva, once led lives filled with light before being thrust into

the unimaginable reality of conflict.  

In summary, Chapter 1 serves as a foundation for understanding who Yeva

was before the onset of war — a young girl with dreams, aspirations, and a

loving family, living in a seemingly idyllic world, blissfully unaware of the

impending changes that would force her into a harsh new reality. By sharing

these intimate details of her life before conflict, Yeva sets the stage for the

dramatic transformations she will witness and endure, ultimately inviting

readers to engage with the complex emotions entangled in the experience of

war and its effects on innocent lives.
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2. Chapter 2: The Sudden Onset of Violence and
Its Impact on Innocence

In "You Don't Know What War Is," Yeva Skalietska poignantly captures the

brutal and abrupt shift from a secure childhood to a harrowing existence

defined by war. Chapter 2 delves into the sudden onset of violence that

shattered the fabric of her innocent life, bringing forth the stark realities of

conflict that too often invade the safety of youth.

The chapter begins on a seemingly ordinary day, where laughter and the

promise of childhood lingered in the air. Yeva reminisces about the trivial

disturbances of her daily life—school, friends, and the simple act of playing

outside. However, this idyllic existence is swiftly interrupted by the

shockwave of violence that punctures her world. The first signs of war

emerge almost unsettlingly close, with the sound of distant explosions and

the muffled cries of frightened residents becoming an alarming new

background score to her life.

Yeva describes how the suddenness of war turns familiar sights into

haunting reminders of peril; the park where she once felt safe and joyful

becomes a place associated with dread. The innocence of her childhood is

stripped away as she witnesses the transformation of her environment—a

playground now turned into an abandoned battleground, and warm, inviting

homes replaced by the shadows of despair. The narrative powerfully
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illustrates how the cacophony of conflict invades the psyche of the young,

imprinting on them memories that will scar their childhood forever.

The transition from peace to panic occurs so rapidly that it's hard for Yeva

and her peers to fully grasp what is happening around them. One moment

they are engaged in simple pleasures, and the next, they are forced to

reconcile a reality laden with fear and uncertainty. In a notable passage, she

articulates the surreal experience of drifting from class lessons on math and

science to emergency drills, where children are instructed on how to respond

to air raids. The juxtaposition of childhood education with survival

mechanisms starkly highlights the dissonance that war introduces into young

lives. This shift not only alters their daily routines but fundamentally

changes their expectations of safety and stability.

Yeva's narrative gives voice to the phenomenon experienced by many

children caught in conflict zones: the loss of innocence. A striking example

can be drawn from historical contexts, such as during the Syrian Civil War,

where children have reported similar feelings of confusion and terror as their

world was upended by violence and destruction. The cessation of carefree

play and the dawn of anxiety over bomb threats transforms their

understanding of the world from one of wonder to one clouded by fear.

This chapter powerfully encapsulates the duality of childhood in wartime:
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the inherent vulnerability of youth juxtaposed against the alarming adult

realities of war. Yeva reflects on how her peers, who once were carefree,

quickly develop a somber maturity, forced to confront scenarios that demand

resilience far beyond their years. The emotional weight of witnessing

violence and suffering among family and friends lays heavy on their hearts,

erasing their innocence with each traumatic experience they endure.

Yeva’s portrayal of her community in turmoil further emphasizes the sorrow

of shattered innocence. As neighbors are displaced and friendships are

severed, she underscores how conflict breeds a pervasive atmosphere of grief

and loss. The children of war often find themselves not only grappling with

their own fears but also acting as the emotional support for one another,

navigating the harsh realities together but never truly able to heal from the

trauma.

In conclusion, Chapter 2 of "You Don't Know What War Is" provides an

intimate glimpse into the abrupt and devastating impact of violence on

childhood innocence. Yeva Skalietska eloquently depicts a world where joy

is overshadowed by trauma, leaving an indelible mark on the psyche of

children. As readers, we are invited to reflect on the resilience required to

face such oppressive realities, recognizing that the innocence lost in war is

not just the loss of childhood; it is the loss of hope, dreams, and the

fundamental sense of safety that every child deserves.
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3. Chapter 3: Escaping Chaos: The Journey of
Displacement and Survival

Leaving behind the place she once called home, Yeva Skalietska’s journey

through the chaos of war reflects both the physical and emotional toll of

displacement. In Chapter 3 of "You Don't Know What War Is," Yeva

recounts the harrowing experiences that characterize the struggle for survival

amidst conflict. 

From the moment she and her family decided to flee, the urgency of danger

permeated their every step. The initial chaos was overwhelming—sirens

blaring, the ground rumbling beneath them, and a heavy sense of dread

hanging in the air. Yeva paints a vivid picture of that fraught moment when

they packed only what they could carry, their memories and emotional

attachments condensed into a few bags. The realization that they might

never return home imbued the journey with a profound sense of loss.

As they embarked on their journey, Yeva emphasizes the myriad of obstacles

faced by displaced individuals and families. They navigated through

crowded, makeshift roads filled with other families fleeing the same

violence, all searching for safety and relief. Each encounter with fellow

refugees highlighted a shared suffering and a collective desire for refuge.

Yeva illustrates how these moments shared between strangers created

temporary bonds, an unspoken camaraderie formed out of the chaos of war.
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Yet, the journey was not simply about physical displacement; it was fraught

with emotional turmoil. Yeva explores the anxieties that plagued her and her

family during this period. The omnipresent fear of what lay ahead—the

uncertainty of their destination, the fears for loved ones left behind, and the

haunting thought of being caught in crossfire—were constant companions on

this harrowing path. The psychological weight of these uncertainties can

often be as burdensome as the physical demands of escape. Yeva embodies

this struggle, reflecting on how such experiences can shape a young girl’s

understanding of herself and the world around her.

In her narrative, she introduces different instances of survival during her

displacement. For instance, when they encountered a checkpoint manned by

armed soldiers, the fear was palpable. The soldiers, determining who was

allowed to pass, held the power of life and death over them. This moment

illustrated not only the precariousness of their situation but also the reality

that survival often depends on the whims of those in power. Such stark

encounters created moments of intense anxiety and introspection, forcing

Yeva to grapple with her vulnerability and strength.

Throughout this chapter, the theme of resilience against adversity emerges

clearly. Each small triumph during their flight marked a step toward

survival. Whether it was finding shelter in an unfamiliar city or securing
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food in times of scarcity, these moments represented not only physical

survival but also the persistence of hope. Yeva describes how her family

found refuge with distant relatives, who opened their doors to them despite

the strains of their own circumstances. This act of kindness reinforced the

importance of community and generosity, even in desperate scenarios.

Moreover, the impact of displacement extended to Yeva’s identity and sense

of belonging. Torn from the familiar, she struggled to comprehend her place

in a world turned upside down. Her innocent joys were replaced with the

harsh realities of survival, leading to an internal conflict between the girl she

used to be and the one she was forced to become. 

Through poignant anecdotes, Yeva sheds light on how young people, in

conflicts similar to hers, often adapt and survive. For instance, she narrates

the story of another girl she met along the way, who used her

resourcefulness to barter for necessities when cash became useless in the

chaos. These encounters provided insights on the varying strategies of

resilience that displaced individuals employ, reinforcing the understanding

that while their journeys may differ, the underlying struggles often resonate

across families and borders.

As Chapter 3 unfolds, it becomes clear that Yeva's journey is not just a tale

of physical escape from danger but also an exploration of the complexities
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of human resilience amid displacement. In sharing her story, she offers

valuable lessons on the human capacity to endure, adapt, and seek hope even

in the darkest of times. The chapter lays a foundation for understanding the

profound effects of war on individuals, particularly children, who navigate

the choppy waters of survival in the face of chaos.
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4. Chapter 4: The Struggles of Adapting to a
Life in Conflict

As Yeva Skalietska navigates the tumultuous corridors of her new existence,

the essence of adaptation and its accompanying struggles in the face of

conflict emerges vividly. The descent from a carefree childhood to the harsh

realities of war is not just a disruption of daily routine but a profound

transformation of identity and purpose. This chapter unveils the myriad

challenges faced by those thrust into a life marked by uncertainty, fear, and

loss, painting a poignant picture of resilience against the backdrop of chaos.

One of the most significant struggles Yeva encounters is the disruption of

her sense of normalcy. Before the onset of conflict, her life was filled with

the familiar rhythms of school, friendships, and family gatherings. War,

however, unravels the fabric of her everyday life, replacing the laughter and

safety of her childhood with anxiety and a constant state of alert. Adapting

to this new normal calls for an understanding of survival that is foreign to

her—as she learns not only to cope with the destruction around her but also

to navigate the complexities of human behavior in times of crisis. 

The psychological toll of war is palpable as Yeva grapples with the realities

of loss and grief. The deaths of loved ones resonate deeply, compelling her

to confront emotions that she had never been equipped to handle. The

process of mourning becomes fraught with additional complications; grief is
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often overshadowed by the immediate necessities of survival. In one

powerful instance, as she reflects on the memories of her friends, who were

swept away by the violence, she is confronted with feelings of isolation.

This emotional struggle—balancing the burden of her sorrow with the need

to find hope and motivation each day—is a testament to the profound

psychological impacts of conflict.

In parallel with these emotional challenges, the physical realities of life in a

war zone introduce new trials. Basic necessities like food, water, and shelter

become scarce, forcing her and her family to forge new ways to secure their

survival. The hustle of navigating through destroyed neighborhoods,

avoiding snipers, and seeking help becomes a daily routine that contrasts

with the innocence of playing in parks just months earlier. The instinctive

adaptations required—how to find food in abandoned shops or how to

quickly retreat to safety when shelling erupts—sharpen her instincts but also

emphasize the desperation that accompanies such survival tactics. 

School, once a sanctuary of learning and creativity, morphs into a distant

memory. Yeva experiences the heartbreaking recognition that her education

is compromised. Some children flee, others simply stop attending classes

because it is unsafe. The absence of a structured educational environment

presents yet another barrier to adaptation. Despite these setbacks, Yeva's

yearning for knowledge and connection drives her to seek out alternative
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learning opportunities. In the shadows of makeshift shelters, she and her

peers engage in study sessions, striving to cling to the vestiges of their

former lives through books and shared aspirations, even amidst the ruins.

Throughout this chapter, the role of community emerges as a critical element

in the struggle to adapt. Yeva illustrates the unbreakable bonds formed

between those who share in the experience of conflict. Neighbors become

allies, and shared moments of vulnerability forge connections that provide

emotional refuge. There are instances where neighbors band together to

share resources—cooking meals in communal kitchens or sharing news of

safe passages—that encapsulate the essence of human solidarity. Yet, she

also highlights the tension that arises as fear and paranoia infiltrate these

relationships, complicating trust and collaboration in a time of crisis.

Ultimately, the chapter discusses the resilience that begins to take root

within Yeva and her community as they learn to cope with the dynamic

nature of conflict. Adaptation is not merely an act of survival; it becomes a

complex negotiation of identity—who they were before the war and who

they must become to endure it. Yeva's journey in this chapter is emblematic

of countless others who, despite the insurmountable odds, persist in the face

of devastation. As her narrative unfolds, it lays bare the struggle of adapting

to life in conflict—a struggle imbued with loss, transformation, and an

enduring sense of hope that, even in the darkest times, the human spirit can
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find a way to adapt and cling to the flickers of normalcy that survive beneath

the surface.
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5. Chapter 5: Resilience and Hope: Finding
Strength Among Despair

In "You Don’t Know What War Is," Yeva Skalietska captures the essence of

resilience and hope as she navigates the harrowing experiences of growing

up amid conflict. Chapter 5 stands as a testament to the human spirit’s

remarkable ability to find strength amid despair, illustrating how both small

victories and community support can provide solace in the darkest of times.

The narrative delves deeply into Yeva’s evolving understanding of

resilience, as she learns that it is not merely the absence of fear or suffering

but rather the ability to persist, adapt, and seek light even when engulfed by

darkness. One poignant example within the chapter revolves around her

determination to maintain her education despite the chaos surrounding her.

The school, which initially provided a refuge, transforms as bombings

become frequent. With every alarm signaling imminent danger, Yeva’s

world shrinks further. Yet, her longing for knowledge remains a flicker of

hope. 

Yeva’s mother embodies this resilience as well, demonstrating how parental

love becomes a pillar of strength. Even as external conditions worsen, she

encourages Yeva to find ways to continue her studies at home. They devise

creative solutions to cope with the instability of their environment, turning

everyday moments into lessons. This adaptation underscores a broader
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theme in the chapter: resilience often grows out of unyielding love and the

will to create normalcy amid chaos. 

An essential aspect of this resilience is the power of community. Yeva

recounts how neighbors band together, offering support in small but

significant ways, whether through shared meals, exchanging news, or

comforting one another in times of fear. This collective approach

underscores that resilience does not exist in isolation; it flourishes within a

network of human connections. Their community becomes a microcosm of

hope—a safe haven where laughter, stories, and camaraderie flow amid the

gravity of war. Each gathering, however informal, serves as a reminder that

life persists, and joy can still be found.

Moreover, Yeva’s experiences encapsulate the idea that hope has a dual

nature—both as an internal compass guiding her through uncertainty and as

a communal bond strengthening her and her neighbors. For instance, the

chapter highlights moments when families celebrate small achievements,

like the successful restoration of electricity or the arrivals of humanitarian

aid. These events, though seemingly mundane, become powerful symbols of

survival, triggering bursts of optimism even in dire circumstances.

Yeva also provides insight into how creative expression acts as a sanctuary

for maintaining hope. She discovers writing as a means of processing her
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emotions and experiences. Through journaling, she channels her fear and

sorrow into words, crafting narratives that allow her to make sense of her

reality. This artistic outlet not only serves as therapy but also inspires others

in her community to express themselves. Such examples of resilience remind

readers of the profound impact that creativity can have—turning pain into

art, sorrow into stories, and despair into dialogue.

The chapter closes by emphasizing that resilience is not about enduring

struggle passively, but actively seeking hope and helping others to do the

same. Yeva’s journey teaches us that within the heart of despair, there exist

seeds of strength waiting to be nurtured. Even when the world around her

feels overwhelmingly dark, her story illustrates that the human capacity for

resilience, bolstered by love, community, and creativity, harbors an

undeniable light that shines brightly amid the shadows of war.
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