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About the book

Book Summary: "Which Lie Did I Tell?" by William Goldman  

In his compelling memoir, legendary screenwriter William Goldman offers a

rare and insightful look into the inner workings of Hollywood, an industry

often shrouded in mystery and glamour. Through a series of captivating

anecdotes, he reveals the both the triumphs and the failures that have marked

his storied career.  

Goldman brings his trademark sharp humor and candid perspective to the

table, exploring the unpredictable nature of movie-making in Tinseltown.

His storytelling expertise shines as he shares invaluable lessons about the art

of screenwriting, highlighting the delicate balance between success and

failure in a world fueled by illusion. From hilarious mishaps to profound

realizations, Goldman's account serves as both an education and an

invitation to understand the fine line between reality and fiction that makes

cinema truly magical.
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About the author

Profile: William Goldman

Birth and Death: August 12, 1931 - November 16, 2018

Career Overview: 

William Goldman was an esteemed American writer known for his

exceptional skills as both a novelist and screenwriter. His career, stretching

across several decades, produced a wealth of acclaimed literary and

cinematic works.

Notable Novels:

- "The Princess Bride": A beloved fantasy novel that captures the

imagination and humor of readers, later adapted into a classic film.

- "Marathon Man": A thrilling narrative that also transitioned successfully to

the big screen.

Screenwriting Achievements:

Goldman made a significant impact in Hollywood with his screenplays for:

- "Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid": A pioneering Western that blended

action with humor, earning him an Academy Award.

- "All the President’s Men": A gripping political drama that also garnered

him an Oscar.
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Noteworthy Non-Fiction:

Goldman authored influential works on the art of screenwriting, including:

- "Adventures in the Screen Trade"

- "Which Lie Did I Tell?"

Legacy: 

Renowned for his witty and insightful writing, Goldman’s contributions to

literature and film continue to inspire new generations. His ability to

navigate both the literary and cinematic landscapes solidifies his reputation

as a masterful storyteller.
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1. Chapter 1: Exploring the Intriguing Life and
Career of William Goldman

William Goldman is a celebrated figure in American literature and film,

whose life and career represent a fascinating journey through the world of

storytelling. Born on August 12, 1931, in Chicago, Goldman’s early years

were marked by the rich tapestry of middle-class American life. This

upbringing not only influenced his outlook but also shaped the narratives he

would later create. 

Goldman's academic path began at Oberlin College but later took a pivotal

turn when he transfixed his studies to the University of Chicago. Here, he

earned a degree in English literature, which laid the groundwork for his

profound appreciation of storytelling. Following his graduation, he served in

the U.S. Army, an experience that would enrich his understanding of human

nature and conflict—elements that would later seep into his works.

After his military service, Goldman moved to New York City, where he

pursued a career in writing. His first foray into the literary world was

through novels. His debut novel, "Your Turn to Curtsy, My Turn to Bow"

(1963), showcased Goldman’s early style, which mixed wit with a sharp

perception of human behavior. Though the book did not become a bestseller,

it marked the starting point of a prolific writing career that would soon

bridge into screenwriting.
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Goldman’s transition to screenwriting came during the 1960s, a time marked

by a flux in Hollywood’s storytelling paradigms. His first major film, "Butch

Cassidy and the Sundance Kid" (1969), co-written with George Roy Hill,

became an instant classic, blending humor with drama in a way that had not

been seen before. The film’s success not only elevated Goldman’s profile

but also redefined the Western genre, proving that stories centered around

outlaws could be both stylish and poignant. This film garnered Goldman an

Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay, a testament to his undeniable

talent.

Throughout his career, Goldman has often emphasized his belief that

'nobody knows anything' about the film industry—a phrase that encapsulates

the unpredictability of Hollywood. This perspective reflects his own

experience with the industry's capricious nature, involving a series of highs

and lows that include films garnering critical acclaim and those that flopped

surprisingly despite lofty expectations. For instance, films like "Marathon

Man" (1976) and "All the President's Men" (1976) reinforced his reputation

as a screenwriter of considerable contractual skill and artistic vision, yet he

also faced setbacks such as "The Ghost and the Darkness" (1996), which,

while ambitious, did not achieve the same level of success.

In addition to his screenwriting, Goldman also made a name for himself as a
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novelist, playwright, and memoirist. Notably, his book "The Princess Bride"

(1973) later adapted into a beloved film, allowed Goldman to explore the

boundaries of fantasy and meta-narrative storytelling. His unique style

blended humor, romance, and adventure, creating a playful yet profound

commentary on storytelling conventions themselves.

Goldman’s writings extended beyond fiction; he provided insight into the

writer’s life through various non-fiction works. In "Adventures in the Screen

Trade" (1983), he offers readers an insider’s look at Hollywood, its hustles,

and its secrets. This work not only solidified his position as an authority on

screenwriting but also provided budding writers with invaluable insights into

the complexities of crafting cinematic tales that resonate with audiences.

In conclusion, exploring the life and career of William Goldman reveals an

individual whose contributions to film and literature have shaped

contemporary storytelling. His unique ability to blend personal experiences

with universal truths resonates through his works, making him a pivotal

figure in the narratives of both page and screen. His career reflects not just

the triumphs and tribulations of a writer in Hollywood but embodies the

ceaseless evolution of narrative itself. Goldman’s legacy continues to inspire

and inform writers and filmmakers, reminding them of the power and

unpredictability inherent in the art of storytelling.
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2. Chapter 2: Behind the Scenes: The Craft of
Screenwriting Unveiled

In Chapter 2 of "Which Lie Did I Tell?: More Adventures in the Screen

Trade," William Goldman delves deep into the intricate world of

screenwriting, offering readers a masterclass on the art and craft behind

some of Hollywood's most cherished movies. He brings to life the

combination of creativity, discipline, and business acumen needed to

succeed in this competitive arena, revealing the strategies and insights that

have shaped his illustrious career.

Goldman's narrative begins with a discussion of the fundamental truth that

underpins screenwriting: the unwavering need for a compelling story. He

emphasizes that, at its core, screenwriting is about storytelling. “There are

only two kinds of stories,” Goldman asserts, “the one that’s been told before,

and the one that hasn’t.” His keen insight indicates that while originality is

highly prized, it often stems from retelling familiar themes in new and

imaginative ways.

One of Goldman’s most significant contributions to the discussion of

screenwriting is his exploration of structure. He elucidates the importance of

having a well-defined framework within which a story unfolds. Drawing on

the established three-act structure, Goldman explains how pivotal moments

in a script, or plot points, must occur at specific intervals to ensure the
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narrative maintains momentum, engaging the audience from beginning to

end. This underscores the screenwriter’s responsibility not merely to write

dialogue or create characters, but to scaffold their journey effectively. 

An essential aspect of Goldman's craft is his method of character

development. He argues that characters are the lifeblood of a screenplay.

They must be multidimensional and undergo transformation throughout the

script. Goldman illustrates this point with examples from his own work,

notably in "Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid." The dynamic between

Butch and Sundance reveals their motivations and the underlying themes of

friendship and loyalty, which resonate deeply with audiences. He affirms

that when characters are relatable, viewers become emotionally invested in

their journeys.

Goldman also addresses the less glamorous, yet critical aspects of

screenwriting, such as collaboration and adaptation. Screenwriters often

navigate complex relationships with producers, directors, and studios. For

instance, he shares insights about adapting novels into screenplays—a

process fraught with challenges due to differing narrative techniques. He

cites his experience with "The Princess Bride," explaining that he had to

distill the essence of the beloved book while crafting an engaging screenplay

that resonated with both fans and new audiences. Through this lens,

Goldman emphasizes that adaptability and negotiation are fundamental skills
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for any successful screenwriter.

Furthermore, Goldman doesn’t shy away from discussing the darker side of

the industry—the dreaded Hollywood politics that can derail even the most

promising projects. He recounts humorous yet cautionary tales of instances

where filmmakers’ visions clashed with studio expectations, leading to

disastrous outcomes. His experience illustrates the delicate balance between

creative integrity and commercial viability, a dance every screenwriter must

learn to navigate.

He makes a poignant observation about the pervasive culture of feedback in

Hollywood—a double-edged sword. While constructive criticism can refine

a screenplay, Goldman provides anecdotes of how feedback from

unqualified sources can lead to weakened scripts. He encourages aspiring

screenwriters to trust their instincts while remaining open to critique, a

balance that is crucial for artistic growth. 

The chapter closes with Goldman reflecting on the nuances of dialogue—his

passion for crafting authentic and engaging exchanges. He emphasizes that

dialogue should not only serve as a vehicle for exposition but also reveal

character, emotion, and subtext. He remarks on the thrill of achieving that

balance, leading to lines that resonate long after the viewing experience. 
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Through "Behind the Scenes: The Craft of Screenwriting Unveiled,"

Goldman brings readers into his world with candidness and wit. He shares

that while screenwriting can be a maddening and unpredictable journey, it is

ultimately a rewarding one—providing filmmakers the chance to contribute

to the cultural landscape by creating stories that entertain, provoke thought,

and occasionally, change lives.
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3. Chapter 3: Engaging Anecdotes: Stories from
Hollywood and Their Truths

Chapter 3 of "Which Lie Did I Tell?" finds William Goldman weaving a

tapestry of engaging anecdotes from his illustrious career in Hollywood,

revealing the colorful and often contradictory realities of the film industry.

Through these stories, Goldman not only entertains his readers but also

provides profound truths about life in Hollywood, filmmaking, and the

complex nature of storytelling.

Goldman begins by recounting his experiences working on various films,

emphasizing the unpredictability of the industry. He shares vivid tales that

underscore the idea that every script goes through a twisting journey before

it reaches the screen. For example, in his poignant recollection of the making

of "Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid," Goldman details how the original

script underwent countless changes, with studio executives constantly

pushing for adjustments that he believed would weaken the story. This

anecdote serves as a reflection of the ever-present tension between artistic

vision and commercial demands in Hollywood. The ultimate success of the

film is attributed to Goldman's insistence on maintaining its essence while

skillfully navigating through the industry's interventions.

Another captivating story is his interaction with actors during the shooting

of "All the President's Men." Goldman describes how he found himself
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amidst the high-pressure environment of journalists probing for truth,

juxtaposing it against the often fabricated nature of Hollywood. He reflects

on the blurred lines between fact and fiction in storytelling, and how this

confusion can lead to seemingly trivial yet impactful moments on set. For

instance, he shares how Robert Redford, while portraying journalist Bob

Woodward, would often seek Goldman's input on how to deliver lines in a

way that felt authentic, showcasing the actor's commitment to truth even

within a constructed narrative.

As Goldman turns his focus to the unpredictable nature of filmmaking, he

recounts his experience on the film adaptation of "The Princess Bride," a

project that, at first glance, seemed doomed due to its fantastical script and

quirky characters. However, in a twist that exemplifies the resilience of

creative storytelling, the film blossomed into a cult classic, highlighting

Goldman's belief that every story deserves a chance against the odds. His

anecdotes encapsulate the essence of hope and serendipity that accompanies

any creative endeavor, reminding readers that success frequently emerges

from the most improbable circumstances.

In further exploration, Goldman addresses the peculiar culture of

Hollywood, characterized by its whimsical nature and eccentric

personalities. He shares humorous stories about other screenwriters and

directors, illustrating their peculiar habits and routines that contribute to the
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chaotic yet fascinating world of film. One standout account involves an

encounter with the legendary screenwriter Paddy Chayefsky, whose prickly

demeanor belied a deep dedication to his craft. Through Goldman’s lens,

readers gain insight into the idiosyncrasies that often define creative genius,

adding depth and humor to the often mythicized portrayals of Hollywood

figures.

Goldman also touches on the inevitability of failure in the industry,

recounting stories of projects that never made it to production or poorly

received films that nonetheless held personal significance. These anecdotes

serve as critical lessons, emphasizing the importance of perseverance and the

understanding that every successful storyteller has faced their share of

setbacks.

Through personal reflections and captivating narratives, Chapter 3

effectively outlines the intricate dance of storytelling in Hollywood—an

arena where passion collides with business, and where the line between truth

and fiction is both a challenge and an inspiration. Goldman’s engaging

anecdotes resonate beyond the glitz and glamour, offering readers genuine

insights into the heart of filmmaking, the significance of collaboration, and

the unpredictable journey of creativity.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/TiHomYO39Kb


4. Chapter 4: The Art of Deception: Lies and
Their Role in Storytelling

In “Which Lie Did I Tell?” William Goldman delves into the intricate

relationship between deception and storytelling, presenting the notion that

lies are not merely falsehoods but essential devices that can enhance the

audience's experience. Goldman reflects on the idea that each story, whether

it is a film, a novel, or a play, is constructed upon a foundation of deception,

and this artful manipulation of truth plays a crucial role in character

development, plot progression, and audience engagement.

Goldman begins by asserting that all successful stories are built on a bedrock

of lies, creatively fashioned to capture the imagination. He recalls various

moments in his career where the perceived truth was undermined or

transformed into something more compelling. For instance, he discusses the

classic narrative twist which is a staple in thrillers and mysteries. These plots

lure the audience into believing one interpretation of events, only to upend

those expectations with a shocking revelation. It’s this twist that often

transforms a simple story into an unforgettable experience. 

One salient example Goldmen offers, which serves to illustrate his points, is

the screenplay for "The Princess Bride." This film artfully employs nostalgia

and a storytelling frame that ultimately reveals itself as a clever deception.

The layers of narration—where a grandfather reads a story to his
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grandson—creates a duality that allows the audience to engage in a nostalgic

journey while only gradually revealing the deeper truths about love, loss,

and the absurdities of heroism. 

Goldman emphasizes that every lie told in a story serves a purpose. Lies can

be vehicles for character motivation; they can create tension or lead to

catharsis. By building characters who navigate a web of lies—whether those

lies are self-imposed or societal—storytellers craft narratives that resonate

on a human level. One only has to consider the archetypal figure of the

unreliable narrator to grasp how effective this can be. The audience,

positioned as detectives, must sift through falsehoods to uncover the

underlying reality, creating a richer, more engaging plot.

The author also explores the consequences of deception in storytelling. He

relates to how fabrications can serve to highlight deeper truths about society

or human nature, often shining a light on moral ambiguities that are

uncomfortable yet necessary to confront. For instance, in many of his own

works, Goldman acknowledges that the characters may not be purely good

or evil; rather, they exist in shades of gray, forcing the audience to grapple

with the complexities of human motives and relationships.

Goldman’s narrative further reveals how, through the lens of deception,

stories can evoke a spectrum of emotions. Comedy often thrives on
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lies—both understood and misunderstood—allowing laughter to emerge

from miscommunication and absurd situations. Conversely, tragedy can

spring forth from the lies that drive a wedge between characters, leading to

profound emotional resonance and poignant moments of loss and regret.

Throughout this chapter, Goldman artfully illustrates that the lies we find in

storytelling are crucial not merely for plot twists or shocking revelations;

they are essential for grounding the narrative in the real emotions and

complexities of the human experience. By weaving in these deceptions,

writers breathe life into their characters and worlds, inviting audiences to

reflect on their own lives, relationships, and the lies they tell themselves and

others.

In essence, Goldman champions the idea that deception in storytelling,

whether minor or major, is not only necessary but a vital ingredient that can

transform mundane narratives into captivating tales. It is this very art of

deception that allows stories to mirror reality, prompting audiences to both

question and embrace the intricacies of truth and fiction.
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5. Chapter 5: Reflections on Life, Authorship,
and the Evolution of the Narrative

In "Which Lie Did I Tell?", William Goldman invites readers to engage with

a deeper contemplation of life, authorship, and the dynamics that shape

storytelling. Within the vast web of narrative crafting, Goldman shares his

reflections on how personal experiences, industry nuances, and the evolution

of societal norms intertwine with the stories that we tell and share.

Goldman reflects on his own journey as a writer, revealing how his life

experiences have heavily influenced his narrative style and thematic choices.

For him, writing is not merely a profession but a deep, introspective

exploration of one’s self within the fabric of reality and fiction. He

emphasizes that every story is an echo of the author’s internal world, and

through each script and novel, writers draw from their dreams,

disappointments, and peculiarities. This sentiment aligns with the idea that

storytelling is both a personal and an artistic endeavor, where each character

or plot twist may reflect the author's struggles or victories.

For instance, in one of his earlier works, "Marathon Man," Goldman

channels his anxieties and experiences from living through challenging

societal changes, particularly in the backdrop of post-war America. The fear

and uncertainty of that period manifest through the characters in his

narrative, showcasing how life events can translate into compelling stories
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that resonate on multiple levels.

In discussing authorship, Goldman dives into the struggles that writers

frequently encounter — the battle between commercial success and creative

integrity. He candidly addresses the pressures of Hollywood, where studios

often prioritize profitability over the depth of storytelling. This leads to a

fascinating commentary on the compromises that writers make, not only for

their careers but also for their art. He pulls back the curtain on the tension

between maintaining one’s voice while navigating the demands of an

external industry that can shape narratives for sheer marketability.

Moreover, Goldman’s reflections underscore the importance of authenticity

in storytelling. He argues that audiences crave genuine connections, and

therefore, it is crucial for writers to remain true to their vision. This

authenticity, however, is often challenged by the evolution of narrative

forms, as societal changes influence what stories can be told and how.

Goldman discusses the shifts in Hollywood that have seen the rise of varied

genres and more inclusive storytelling, which reflects a broader cultural

conversation about identity, representation, and the complexity of the human

experience.

The evolution of narrative also brings with it the fascinating interplay

between tradition and innovation in storytelling. Goldman highlights how
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classic tales are often retold in modern contexts, demonstrating that

narratives are not static but rather dynamic, evolving with each retelling. He

provides examples of how timeless themes — love, betrayal, sacrifice —

consistently find their way into contemporary narratives, albeit through

different lenses and perspectives.

In summarizing his thoughts, Goldman posits that the unanswered questions

in life often serve as a fertile ground for creative exploration. The

uncertainties, the disillusionments, and the serendipitous moments can yield

rich narratives that ultimately resonate with the audience. He embraces the

idea that both life and storytelling are replete with questions, and that it is

within this space of inquiry that true art is born.

Through "Which Lie Did I Tell?", Goldman encourages readers not only to

appreciate the craft of storytelling but also to understand its origins — in the

lives of authors who pour their souls into their work. He leaves us reflecting

on the notion that every narrative we encounter, whether in print, film, or

spoken word, is a piece of the author's experiences, anxieties, triumphs, and

lies — all woven together to create something uniquely impactful. Thus, he

invites us to engage with stories not just as passive consumers but as active

participants in the exploration of life that they represent.
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