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About the book

Book Review: "What Young India Wants" by Chetan Bhagat  

Chetan Bhagat’s "What Young India Wants" serves as a compelling

reflection of a generation at the brink of change. Through his distinctive and

engaging writing style, Bhagat captures the hopes, frustrations, and

aspirations of today’s youth amidst India's rapid transformation.  

  

Exploring the intricate social, economic, and political dynamics of the

modern Indian landscape, he provides not only insightful critiques but also

practical solutions to the pressing challenges facing the nation. Illustrated

with personal stories and sharp analyses, this book transcends a mere

manifesto for change; it actively urges young Indians to step up and take

charge of their future.  

  

For those concerned with the evolution of Indian society and the role of its

youth within it, this book is more than just informative—it's a rallying cry.

Bhagat’s persuasive arguments and clear prose position "What Young India

Wants" as an essential resource for anyone dedicated to understanding and

participating in the shaping of India’s path forward.
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About the author

Profile: Chetan Bhagat

Name: Chetan Bhagat  

Date of Birth: April 22, 1974  

Place of Birth: New Delhi, India  

Background:  

Chetan Bhagat is a prominent Indian figure, recognized for his diverse roles

as an author, columnist, screenwriter, and motivational speaker. He holds a

degree in Mechanical Engineering from the distinguished Indian Institute of

Technology (IIT) Delhi and an MBA from the Indian Institute of

Management (IIM) Ahmedabad.

Career Journey:  

Initially embarking on a career in international banking, Bhagat's intrinsic

passion for storytelling soon took precedence. He transitioned into the

literary world, quickly establishing himself as a key voice in contemporary

Indian literature.

Literary Contributions:  

Bhagat's novels are celebrated for their engaging narratives and relatability,

addressing significant societal themes pertinent to contemporary India. His
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works have garnered immense popularity, particularly among the youth, and

have been translated into numerous languages. They often ignite

conversations surrounding cultural, political, and economic matters.

Non-Fiction Work:  

His book, "What Young India Wants," marks his venture into non-fiction,

reflecting his dedication to understanding and tackling the aspirations and

challenges of India's younger generation. Through his writing, Bhagat

solidifies his influence as both a literary figure and an intellectual force in

today's Indian society.
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1. Understanding the Aspirations and Dreams
of Today's Youth

In the contemporary landscape of modern India, the aspirations and dreams

of today's youth are as diverse as the nation itself. Chetan Bhagat delves into

this dynamic cohort, illustrating how the hopes and desires of young Indians

are shaped by both traditional values and modern influences. The youth

today, often dubbed the 'millennials' or 'Gen Z', are confronted with

opportunities and challenges that are unique to their generation. They yearn

for an identity that is both rooted in their cultural heritage and reflective of a

globalized world.  

  

One prominent aspiration among the youth is the pursuit of higher education

and skill development. The youth are increasingly aware of the value of

education in securing better job prospects and enhancing their quality of life.

With the rise of technology and new industries, many young Indians are

keen on acquiring skills in fields such as data science, digital marketing, and

entrepreneurship. This has led to a significant increase in enrolment in

professional courses and technical training programs across the country. For

instance, the success stories of startups like Flipkart and Zomato have

inspired a generation of young individuals to pursue entrepreneurial

ventures, showcasing their dreams of innovation and success.

  

However, amidst these aspirations, there exist critical social issues that
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hinder the youth's ability to realize their dreams. Unemployment remains a

pressing concern. The competition for jobs is fierce, and many young

individuals are faced with a harsh reality where the number of available

positions does not meet the growing influx of graduates into the job market.

This brings about disillusionment and frustration, as seen in the waves of

protests by students seeking accountability from the education system and

the government for failing to provide adequate employment opportunities.

  

Further complicating their dreams are societal pressures and expectations.

Young Indians often grapple with the duality of their aspirations clashing

with traditional societal norms. The pressure to conform to family

expectations, especially regarding career choices, can stifle their creativity

and individuality. For example, many young people are encouraged to

pursue professions in fields like engineering or medicine, often at the

expense of their genuine interests in arts or social sciences. This

phenomenon is aptly exemplified in the case of students who, despite their

passion for sports or the performing arts, feel compelled to follow more

mainstream career paths due to familial or social pressures.

  

In navigating these complexities, the youth are also increasingly vocal about

their aspirations. They are leveraging social media platforms to express their

views, mobilize for causes, and demand change. Movements such as 'I Am

Stopping This' highlight the youth's desire to challenge societal norms and
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advocate for gender equality, social justice, and environmental

sustainability. These movements reflect a generation that is not just

dreaming of progress but actively seeking to shape it.  

  

Moreover, the youth's aspirations are increasingly intertwined with a sense

of responsibility towards their country. Many young Indians are motivated

by ideals of patriotism and civic duty, aspiring to contribute to the

betterment of society. This has been evident in various initiatives taken by

younger individuals and groups focused on issues such as cleanliness,

education for underprivileged children, and mental health awareness. The

student-led campaigns advocating for sustainable practices and

environmental conservation manifest a convergence of personal ambition

and collective responsibility.

  

As India continues to evolve, the realities faced by its youth will

undoubtedly influence the course of the nation. The understanding of their

aspirations and the factors that shape them—be it socio-economic

conditions, educational opportunities, or political influences—will be crucial

in comprehending the landscape of modern India. In this context, the

insights provided by Bhagat serve as both a reflection and a guide for

understanding the hopes and dreams of a generation poised to transform

India.
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2. Critical Social Issues Facing Young India
Today

In Chetan Bhagat's "What Young India Wants", a significant focus is placed

on the critical social issues that concern the youth of today. These challenges

not only shape their current circumstances but also have lasting implications

for the future of the country. Among the myriad issues that young Indians

face, three stand out prominently: corruption, gender inequality, and the

struggle with mental health.

Corruption remains a pervasive challenge that erodes trust in institutions and

inhibits progress. For many young individuals, witnessing systemic

corruption can lead to disillusionment with governance and a sense of

powerlessness. They often feel that their efforts to contribute to society are

undermined by the actions of a few who prioritize personal gain over

communal welfare. This dissatisfaction is evident in the aspirations of young

Indians, who often hope for a transparent and accountable government that

prioritizes citizen welfare. The Anna Hazare movement, which gained

traction in the early 2010s, is a prime example of young people rallying

against corruption, demanding stronger anti-corruption policies, and a more

ethical political landscape. This shows the potential for young voices to

instigate change, but it also highlights how deeply corruption affects their

enthusiasm and hopes for the future.
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Gender inequality, another critical issue, manifests in various ways,

including widespread discrimination, violence, and lack of opportunities for

women. Despite strides toward gender equality, societal norms often dictate

that women must conform to traditional roles, which restrict their autonomy

and education. Young women frequently grapple with balancing personal

ambitions against societal expectations. For instance, the case of Jyoti Singh,

a young woman who was brutally gang-raped in Delhi in 2012, galvanized

the nation and sparked widespread protests demanding justice and reform.

This incident not only exposed the grim reality of gender-based violence but

also ignited a movement among the youth to challenge patriarchal norms and

advocate for women's rights. Young people today are more vocal about these

issues than ever before, leveraging social media to raise awareness and

mobilize support for gender equality, highlighting a shift in societal

attitudes.

Finally, the mental health crisis affecting young Indians is garnering

increasing recognition. The pressures of academic performance, job scarcity,

societal expectations, and the constant comparison fostered by social media

are contributing to rising levels of anxiety and depression. The stigma

surrounding mental health issues further complicates the situation, pushing

many young individuals to suffer silently. An illustrative case is the

unfortunate death of actor Sushant Singh Rajput in 2020, which shocked the

nation and brought mental health discussions into mainstream
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consciousness. Following his passing, there was a surge in conversations

about the importance of mental well-being, the need for open dialogue, and

accessibility to mental health resources. Young people are gradually

acknowledging the critical need to prioritize mental health, advocating for

better support systems, and encouraging conversations that normalize

seeking help.

In summary, Chetan Bhagat’s depiction of the challenges faced by young

India highlights the crucial role that youth play in addressing complex

societal issues. Whether confronting corruption, advocating for gender

equality, or promoting mental health awareness, today's youth possess the

potential to be catalysts for change. By engaging in these critical dialogues

and demanding accountability and reform, they not only address their

immediate concerns but also set the stage for a more equitable and

progressive India.
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3. Navigating the Complexities of Education
and Employment

In "What Young India Wants," Chetan Bhagat sheds light on one of the most

pressing challenges facing the young population of India: the need to

navigate the complexities of education and employment. In a nation where

approximately 65% of the population is under the age of 35, the aspirations

for higher education and gainful employment are weaving a complex

narrative shaped by various social, economic, and technological factors.

Bhagat begins by acknowledging the stark realities of the current education

system, which often doesn't align with the skills that industries are seeking.

Many graduates arrive at the job market with degrees that do not prepare

them for the labor demands of the modern economy. For example, a large

percentage of engineering graduates are deemed unfit for employment, as

they lack practical skills and knowledge. This mismatch highlights a critical

point: the education system requires reform to ensure that it produces

job-ready graduates.

In addition to the curriculum mismatches, the educational infrastructure in

India also plays a significant role in hindering the youth’s prospects. Access

to quality education is profoundly uneven across urban and rural areas, with

students from economically disadvantaged backgrounds lacking the same

opportunities as their urban counterparts. Bhagat notes the plight of students
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from small towns who aspire to attend prestigious universities like the

Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) or Indian Institutes of Management

(IIMs), often facing tremendous pressure and intense competition. This has

led to a culture where rote learning is prioritized over critical thinking and

creativity, further perpetuating the cycle of unprepared graduates.

The author highlights how the current education system instills a fear of

failure in students, pushing them to pursue conventional paths. The pressure

to succeed at all costs often leads to mental health issues among young

people. Bhagat emphasizes the importance of mental well-being and

advocates for a system that fosters a more holistic approach to education.

Bhagat also discusses the influence of technology on job creation and the

skill sets required in various industries. With the rise of automation and

artificial intelligence, certain jobs are becoming obsolete, while new ones are

emerging that require a different skill set. The challenge for today’s youth is

to adapt to these changes through continuous learning and upskilling.

One notable case example Bhagat reflects on is the tech boom in India,

which has created immense job opportunities in the IT sector. Young

entrepreneurs have seized this chance, leading to the establishment of

startups that are redefining the job market. However, the author cautions that

not everyone can transition smoothly into high-tech jobs; thus, the education
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system should include vocational training and skill development as

mainstream options, enabling students to explore varied career paths instead

of being pigeonholed into traditional roles.

Moreover, Bhagat points to the role of the government and the private sector

in addressing these challenges. He suggests that policies encouraging

entrepreneurship, innovation, and investment in education are vital for

creating a more inclusive job market. The current skilling initiatives often

fall short due to a lack of structured implementation and accountability. He

calls for a collaborative approach where educational institutions, government

bodies, and the corporate sector work together to bridge the gap between

education and employment.

In conclusion, navigating the complexities of education and employment in

today’s India requires a multifaceted approach that addresses the limitations

of the current education system, encourages skill development, and promotes

mental well-being among students. Bhagat’s insights serve as a call to action

for all stakeholders involved to rethink and reshape the narrative around

education and employment, ensuring that young Indians can realize their

dreams and aspirations in a dynamic and competitive world.
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4. The Role of Politics in Shaping India's Future

In "What Young India Wants", Chetan Bhagat emphasizes the paramount

significance of political engagement in fostering a brighter future for the

nation. The youth in India is not just a demographic statistic; it represents a

vibrant reservoir of potential that can drive societal change if directed

properly through effective political action.

The political landscape in India, historically marked by a blend of

complexities and contradictions, has a profound impact on the aspirations of

young Indians. As the country evolves, the youth’s involvement in politics is

critical in ensuring that their voices are heard and their concerns addressed.

Insights from Bhagat highlight that political apathy can lead to a disconnect

between the government and the populace, particularly the younger

generation, which can result in policies that do not resonate with the realities

of their lives.

Bhagat argues that young Indians are often disillusioned by the political

system due to its perceived inefficacy and corruption. This disillusionment is

not unfounded; various instances across the country have illustrated how

political turmoil can undermine social stability and hamper developmental

initiatives. For example, in numerous states, youth have protested against

political decisions that jeopardize their educational or employment

prospects, such as the controversial implementation of the NEET (National
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Eligibility cum Entrance Test) and the ongoing debates regarding job

reservation and affirmative policies. These cases exemplify how the lack of

consideration for youth-centric issues can lead to widespread frustration and

unrest.

Moreover, Bhagat points out the necessity for a new political narrative that

genuinely reflects the aspirations and concerns of the youth. The demand for

transparent governance, accountability, and opportunities for participation in

the political process is not just a passing whim; it is a foundational

requirement for sustainable progress. The youth of today seeks not only to

voice their dissent but also to engage constructively with political

frameworks. This engagement is evident in movements like the

anti-corruption protests led by Anna Hazare, where young people mobilized

for systemic change, emphasizing their capability to influence political

discourse.

Political engagement among young Indians extends beyond mere activism.

Bhagat argues for the importance of political literacy that empowers young

citizens to analyze policies critically and engage meaningfully in democratic

processes. Programs that educate the youth about their rights,

responsibilities, and the workings of the political system can encourage a

more informed electorate that can make sound decisions. For instance,

initiatives like "Vote Delhi", which aim to increase voter registration
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amongst the youth, serve as exemplary models of how to galvanize a

politically active generation.

Bhagat posits that the participation of young leaders in politics is crucial to

transforming the political landscape. The emergence of youth-focused

political parties and movements stresses the liberalization of political

ideology to include the innovative ideas and modern perspectives offered by

younger leaders. This shift is fundamental in addressing age-old issues like

unemployment, education reform, and improving infrastructure, which are

all areas deeply affected by political decisions.

Furthermore, the potential of social media as a tool for political

communication cannot be overlooked. The youth’s ubiquitous presence on

platforms like Twitter and Instagram has ushered in a new era of political

activism. Activists are using these channels not merely for social networking

but to advocate for policy changes, create awareness, and mobilize support

amongst their peers. Political campaigns increasingly harness these tools to

reach out to the youth, reflecting their preferences and habits.

In closing, Bhagat's discourse on the role of politics in shaping India’s future

is a rallying cry for youth involvement in the democratic process. It

encapsulates the potential of young Indians to not only dream of a better

nation but to actively shape it through political engagement. The future of
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India rests on the shoulders of its youth, who must understand that politics is

not just a dirty game played by the elite, but a serious avenue for advocacy,

change, and progress.
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5. Envisioning a United and Progressive Young
India

In this concluding vision for a united and progressive Young India, Chetan

Bhagat constructs an optimistic blueprint for the future that hinges on

collective action, inclusion, and innovation. Bhagat emphasizes the

enormous potential of the youth, urging them to channel their aspirations

into building a nation that is not only economically robust but also socially

cohesive and culturally rich.

Recognizing that the dreams of today’s youth are intricately intertwined with

a hopeful vision for the country, Bhagat insists that to foster a progressive

society, young Indians must unite beyond the boundaries of caste, religion,

and region. He draws attention to India’s rich diversity and advocates for a

culture of collaboration, where differences are seen as strengths rather than

divisions. As an illustration, he cites the youth-led movements across

India—like the students' protests for justice and equality—which have

shown the power of collective voice in instigating change. These movements

bring together individuals from various backgrounds, united by shared

values and a common cause, highlighting that the future of India lies in

embracing this unity amidst diversity.

Moreover, Bhagat elaborates on the significance of technology and

innovation as pivotal tools in shaping a progressive nation. He articulates a
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vision where young Indians become leaders in the technological revolution,

leveraging advancements to solve pressing social issues. For example, he

touches upon the success stories of startups emerging from small towns,

which not only create jobs but also drive community development. These

narratives serve to inspire young entrepreneurs to take risks and contribute

positively to society, reinforcing the idea that a united front in

entrepreneurship can elevate the entire nation.

Education plays a crucial role in Bhagat's vision for a progressive Young

India. He advocates for an education system that goes beyond rote learning

to cultivate critical thinking, creativity, and emotional intelligence. Bhagat

illustrates this with the example of innovative educational initiatives that

emphasize practical skills alongside academic knowledge, such as coding

boot camps and vocational training programs. By encouraging youth to

acquire diverse skill sets, India can equip its future workforce to thrive in a

competitive global landscape.

He also stresses the need for political engagement among the youth. Bhagat

calls for the essence of democracy to be realized through active participation

in the electoral process and policymaking, illustrating the considerable

impact young voters can have. He provides the example of the increased

voter turnout in recent elections, particularly among first-time voters, as a

sign of political awakening and involvement. This involvement can help
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shape policies that reflect the aspirations of the young population, thereby

contributing to a more inclusive and representative governance.

Ultimately, Bhagat's vision for a united and progressive Young India hinges

on a spirit of optimism, resilience, and active participation. He compels the

youth to dream big, take responsibility, and believe in their power to effect

change. Through the lens of unity, innovation, education, and political

engagement, a comprehensive pathway emerges for young Indians to not

just envision their future, but to steadfastly work towards realizing a vibrant

and progressive nation. Bhagat leaves readers with the underlying message

that the potential for greatness lies within the collective actions of the youth,

urging them to dream of a better tomorrow and take the steps necessary to

bring it to fruition.
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