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About the book

### Discover the Legacy of Hatshepsut: A Review of "The Woman Who

Would Be King"

Author: Kara Cooney  

Genre: Biography  

Overview:  

In her compelling biography, "The Woman Who Would Be King," Kara

Cooney unveils the remarkable journey of Hatshepsut, an enigmatic queen

who rose to power in a male-dominated ancient Egypt.  

Key Themes:  

- Defiance and Resilience: Hatshepsut’s audacious climb to the throne

exemplifies how she navigated and challenged the traditional gender roles of

her era.  

- Innovation and Achievement: Cooney showcases Hatshepsut's

groundbreaking initiatives that redefined her reign and marked her as a

pioneering figure in Egyptian history.  

- Legacy and Impact: The biography delves into the complex motivations

behind Hatshepsut’s actions and the lasting legacy she crafted amidst the

cultural backdrop of her time.  

Why Read It?  
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Cooney's meticulous research coupled with an engaging narrative style

brings Hatshepsut's story to life, merging historical detail with storytelling.

This book invites readers to explore themes of ambition, power, and gender

roles, set against the grandeur of ancient Egypt. 

Conclusion:  

"The Woman Who Would Be King" is a must-read for anyone interested in

history, gender studies, or the powerful figures who shaped the ancient

world. Join Kara Cooney in tracing the incredible path of a woman who not

only claimed the title of king but also redefined what it meant to lead in a

world governed by tradition.
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About the author

Kara Cooney: A Spotlight on an Influential Egyptologist

- Professional Background: Kara Cooney is a distinguished Egyptologist and

professor at UCLA, specializing in the art and architecture of ancient Egypt.

- Area of Expertise: She is particularly noted for her research on the

powerful and enigmatic female figures of ancient Egypt.

- Field Experience: Cooney brings her rich background in archaeology,

having participated in numerous excavations in Egypt, into her teaching,

enriching her students' learning experience.

- Communication Skills: Known for her ability to blend rigorous academic

research with engaging storytelling, she captivates both scholarly and

general audiences alike.

- Publications and Media: Her influential works, including "The Woman

Who Would Be King," along with her television documentaries, continue to

explore and reveal the intriguing lives and legacies of ancient Egypt's most

remarkable personalities.
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1. Chapter 1: The Rise of Hatshepsut: From
Daughter to Pharaoh in a Man's World

Hatshepsut, one of ancient Egypt's most compelling figures, rose from the

position of a princess to that of a pharaoh in a patriarchal society that

traditionally denied women such power. This chapter delves into her

extraordinary journey, highlighting the cultural and familial dynamics that

shaped her ascent in a world dominated by male rulers.

Born into the royal family of the Eighteenth Dynasty, Hatshepsut was the

daughter of King Thutmose I and Queen Ahmose. Her lineage positioned

her near the center of power from an early age. However, the very nature of

her birth as a female placed limitations on her direct involvement in ruling.

The Egyptian perception of monarchy inherently favored males, considering

their leadership as a natural expectation. Women, while able to assume

significant roles in religious or ritualistic contexts, faced serious barriers in

political authority.

The narrative of Hatshepsut's rise is not merely a tale of ambition; it is a

complex interplay of personal sacrifice, familial duty, and political acumen.

After the death of her husband, Thutmose II, Hatshepsut found herself in a

precarious position. Thutmose II had a son, Thutmose III, from a secondary

wife, which complicated her standing. The throne was intended for

Thutmose III, who was only a child at the time of his father’s death, thus
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situating Hatshepsut in a position of temporary regent.

Rather than yielding power to the young boy, Hatshepsut made a remarkable

decision to assert her authority as pharaoh. She was aware of the historical

precedent that women could wield power in Egypt, although rarely as

sovereign rulers. To combat the ingrained biases of her society, she adopted

the male title of pharaoh, donning the male regalia and crafting a public

identity that asserted her right to rule, despite her gender. This deliberate

construction of identity can be viewed as an innovative response to the

gender norms of her time. Hatshepsut's reign would ultimately redefine what

it meant to be a female leader.

The early years of her rule were marked by shrewd political maneuvering

and propaganda. In her monument constructions and inscriptions, she

depicted herself in traditional male forms, emphasizing traits expected of a

pharaoh: strength, power, and the divine mandate to rule. This visual

representation was critical in affirming her authority not just to her people

but also to the neighboring nations and her court. Her image was ubiquitous;

temples, statues, and reliefs showcased her as a powerful ruler. Such

strategies paved the way for her acceptance as a legitimate leader, even as a

woman.

A significant case in point illustrating her capability was the successful
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military expedition she organized to Punt, an ancient trade center, which

brought back extensive wealth and luxury items, reinforcing her position and

reign. By recapturing trade routes and expanding Egypt's wealth, Hatshepsut

was effectively demonstrating that her leadership could yield prosperity for

the kingdom, directly challenging any lingering doubts about her

competence.

As she navigated the complexities of being a female ruler, Hatshepsut's rise

was both a challenge to prevailing gender norms and an indictment of the

limitations placed on women. Her efforts highlighted the importance of

political savvy in consolidating power and the necessity of adapting to the

deeply ingrained traditions of ancient Egyptian society. Over time, her

success in ruling effectively began to erode the resistance to her position,

enabling her to maintain and expand her authority in a world that was

notoriously unforgiving to women who dared to cross the boundaries of

gender expectation.

In summary, Hatshepsut’s ascent as the first female pharaoh in recorded

history within a male-dominated society illustrates not only her personal

ambition but also serves as a reflection of the broader social dynamics and

gender politics of ancient Egypt. Her journey from a royal daughter to a

powerful monarch embodies themes of resilience, adaptation, and the

relentless pursuit of authority in a world that had been structured to exclude
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her.
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2. Chapter 2: Unpacking Hatshepsut's
Ambition: How Gender Influenced Her Reign

Hatshepsut's ambition and her approach to governance can be deeply

understood through the lens of gender. Her rise to power was not only

remarkable because she ascended to the pharaonic throne in a predominantly

male political landscape, but it also highlighted the complexities of

operating within a system that was inherently biased against her due to her

sex. The interplay of gender and power in ancient Egypt provides crucial

insight into her reign and the strategies she employed.

From the outset, Hatshepsut was acutely aware of the limitations imposed

upon her gender. Ancient Egypt was a society steeped in patriarchal values,

where male rulers were the norm and women were often relegated to the

roles of daughters, wives, or mothers. To counteract this deep-seated bias,

Hatshepsut's early reign was marked by her strategic maneuvering to align

her identity as a ruler with traditional male attributes.  

Hatshepsut took on masculine imagery in her public representation. For

instance, she often adorned herself with the regalia characteristically worn

by pharaohs—such as the false beard and the pharaonic crown—and she

depicted herself in masculine pose in the statuary and reliefs throughout her

reign. This visual rhetoric was not merely a reflection of her personal choice;

it was a calculated attempt to assert her authority and legitimacy against the
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backdrop of a society that might have questioned a woman’s capacity to

rule. In one stunning example, her mortuary temple at Deir el-Bahari

featured numerous inscriptions that emphasized her divine right to rule as a

son of the god Amun, further blurring the lines between gender roles in her

favor. 

Additionally, her ambition was complemented by a strategic manipulation of

her familial ties. By positioning herself as the intermediary between her

husband, who died unexpectedly, and her young stepson, Thutmose III,

whom she eventually named as co-regent, Hatshepsut consolidated her

power effectively. Rather than retreating into the background, she stepped

forward as a strong maternal figure who was equally capable of ruling,

combining her maternal role with the traditional authoritarian image of a

pharaoh.

Moreover, the political context of her reign played a critical role in shaping

her ambition. After the death of her husband, the immediate challenge was

to stabilize Egypt, which had been thrown into uncertainty. By assuming the

role of regent and later declaring herself pharaoh, Hatshepsut capitalized on

the political climate. Her reign paralleled a time of revitalization in Egypt

following the tumultuous years following the death of a king, where the

appearance of strong, stable leadership became paramount.
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Gender also shaped Hatshepsut's foreign policy initiatives. She embarked on

ambitious trading ventures, such as the famous expedition to Punt, which not

only served to expand Egyptian trade networks but also bolstered her image

as an effective ruler in charge of securing wealth and resources for her

country. These ventures were framed as both a domestic success and a

demonstration of her capability to protect and enhance Egypt’s economic

strength, further reinforcing her position in a male-dominated power

structure.

Hatshepsut's governance strategies illustrate how she navigated the intricate

social frameworks of her time. Through a combination of public imagery,

political acumen, and economic initiative, she not only challenged gender

norms but also redefined what it meant to be a female ruler in ancient Egypt.

Her ambition was not simply a personal quest for power; it was a deliberate

and calculated response to the societal constraints that sought to limit her

influence. In essence, Hatshepsut's reign exemplifies the significant impact

of gender on leadership roles within historical contexts, wherein her

narrative reclaims the complexity and capability of female rulers, shaping

our understanding of governance in ancient civilizations.
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3. Chapter 3: The Political Landscape of
Hatshepsut's Egypt: Allies, Enemies, and
Machinations

In the intricate and often treacherous political landscape of ancient Egypt,

Hatshepsut's rise to power was not just a personal triumph but also a

maneuver through a labyrinth of allies, enemies, and political machinations.

Upon ascending to the throne, Hatshepsut inherited not just the crown but

the complexities of navigating a court that was predominantly male, with

each figure representing potential threats and opportunities.

Initially, Hatshepsut's most significant ally in her political ascendance was

her stepson, Thutmose III. He was the son of her late husband, Thutmose II,

and initially viewed as a child ruler under Hatshepsut’s regency. Despite

their blood ties, Hatshepsut's expansion of her power wasn't without strains.

Early in their joint rule, political dynamics were delicate; she had to

establish herself firmly as a legitimate ruler while ensuring she did not

alienate Thutmose III, who would eventually challenge her reign. Their

relationship illustrates the intricate balancing act she had to perform—one

moment they were co-regents, the next, the threat of Thutmose III's

advancement loomed large.

Furthermore, Hatshepsut skillfully forged alliances with powerful priests and

nobility, which were essential for maintaining her authority. The priesthood,
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particularly those of Amun, provided significant backing. Hatshepsut

engaged with them, promoting religious projects that reinforced her divine

right to rule, portraying her rule as ordained by the gods. Her construction of

temples and colossal statues served not only as architectural marvels but also

as statements of allegiance to the Amun priesthood. These alliances were

vital because they served as a buffer against her adversaries, enabling her to

hold on to power against the backdrop of a male-dominated political sphere

that often viewed her rule with skepticism.

However, not all interactions could be classified as alliances. Hatshepsut

faced staunch opposition from those who viewed her as usurping a role

meant strictly for men. Some from the military elite and royal family were

skeptical of her legitimacy. Figures like General Senenmut, who became a

close confidant, also represented complex loyalties. His rise was intrinsically

tied to Hatshepsut's power; thus, his presence at her side was both a mark of

her trust and a potential source of contention should the tides of favor shift.

The machinations within her court were not solely about power plays; they

were entwined with perceptions of gender as well. Hatshepsut's use of

masculine iconography and her decision to don the pharaoh's traditional

regalia, including the false beard, were strategic moves designed to project

strength and counteract any critique of her sovereignty derived from her

gender. By portraying herself as a male king, she sought to dismiss the
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conventional views that a woman could not effectively rule Egypt. This

transformation served to further complicate the relations she maintained,

positioning her as an outlier who nonetheless needed the support of those

entrenched in traditional power structures.

Moreover, external threats from neighboring regions added another layer of

complexity to her reign. As Hatshepsut solidified her internal power base,

she also faced the challenge of maintaining the integrity of Egypt’s borders

against foreign incursions. The political landscape was rife with potential

external enemies, from Nubia to the Levant. Hatshepsut undertook military

campaigns primarily through her co-regent and stepson Thutmose III, who

would later be recognized for military accomplishments, yet Hatshepsut’s

strategic support and funding of these expeditions underscored her role in

ensuring Egypt’s security and bolstering her legitimacy as a ruler.

In conclusion, the political landscape during Hatshepsut's reign was a

complex interplay of alliances, rivalries, and political strategies that reflected

both her personal ambitions and the broader societal norms of ancient Egypt.

She navigated these treacherous waters with cunning, ensuring that her

position as pharaoh remained secure while simultaneously laying the

groundwork for future generations to consider her legacy. As a woman in a

male-dominated society, Hatshepsut had to not only wield power but also

constantly reaffirm her right to it, making her reign a remarkable case study
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of gender and politics in the ancient world.
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4. Chapter 4: Building Legacy: The
Architectural Wonders and Propaganda of
Hatshepsut's Rule

Hatshepsut, the fifth pharaoh of the Eighteenth Dynasty of Egypt, is often

remembered for the architectural masterpieces that she commissioned during

her reign, a period marked by unprecedented prosperity and stability. As the

first female pharaoh, she faced unique challenges in establishing her

authority over a traditionally male-dominated political structure. To combat

skepticism about her legitimacy, Hatshepsut strategically employed

architecture and art as tools of propaganda to not only solidify her position

but also to promote her vision of divine kingship.

One of the most significant undertakings during Hatshepsut's reign was the

construction of her mortuary temple at Deir el-Bahari. This monumental

architecture is not only an engineering marvel but serves as a testament to

her reign and legacy. Designed by the royal architect Senenmut, the temple

was built into the cliffs of the Theban mountains, harmonizing with the

natural landscape while also making a bold statement of Egyptian power and

permanence. The temple's terraces, colonnades, and intricate reliefs depicted

scenes from Hatshepsut's life, emphasizing her divine birth and her

successful trading expeditions to Punt, a fabled land of wealth.

The reliefs within the temple narrate how Hatshepsut's reign brought
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prosperity to Egypt, showcasing her as the favored of the gods, particularly

the god Amun. They illustrate her divine lineage, portraying her miraculous

birth from Amun and reinforcing the idea that her rule was sanctioned by the

gods. This narrative was a critical aspect of her propaganda, aimed at

legitimizing her position as a woman on the throne. In establishing her place

as pharaoh, Hatshepsut used architectural innovation to communicate her

authority and divine right to rule, a strategy that aimed to resonate not just

with the elite but with common citizens as well.

In addition to her mortuary temple, Hatshepsut's building projects included

renovations of existing temples and the construction of obelisks. The most

renowned of these are the twin obelisks at Karnak, which stood as symbols

of her reign. These towering pillars, intricately inscribed with her

accomplishments and praises to the gods, further solidified her legacy within

the heart of Thebes, Egypt's religious and political center. They were not

only statements of her power but also acted as monumental propaganda that

elevated her status above those of her predecessors.

While Hatshepsut’s architectural endeavors were substantial, equally

important was the way she used art and symbolism to communicate her

identity as a pharaoh. Artistic depictions of Hatshepsut often portrayed her

in male attire, complete with the false beard, a royal headdress, and male

posture, embodying traditional pharaonic imagery. This was a clear attempt
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to circumvent gender biases and reinforce her image as a king rather than

simply a queen. Hatshepsut’s clever manipulation of iconography created a

visual narrative that allowed her to project power and authority, successfully

blurring the lines of gender in her portrayal.

Furthermore, her artistic choices extended to the way she was depicted

alongside her male predecessors. On temple walls, she often appeared in the

company of significant male figures such as Thutmose III, her stepson, and

Amun, showcasing their unity and hinting at the legitimacy she derived from

her male associates. This calculated companionship in art not only supported

her claim to the throne but also sought to maintain stability in governance by

promoting an image of collective strength and continuity within the royal

lineage.

Hatshepsut’s strategic approach to architecture and propaganda during her

reign serves as a crucial lens through which modern scholars can understand

her complexities as a ruler in a patriarchal society. By bridging the worlds of

monumental architecture, religious devotion, and political maneuvering,

Hatshepsut architected not just physical structures but a powerful legacy that

would endure beyond her time. Despite the challenges she faced, including

the eventual attempts to erase her name from history following her death, the

grandeur of her contributions to Egyptian society continue to speak to her

innovative spirit and enduring impact on the legacy of female rulers in
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history.
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5. Chapter 5: The Fall of Hatshepsut: How
History Erased a Female Monarch’s Legacy

The fall of Hatshepsut, one of ancient Egypt’s most controversial rulers,

signifies not just a personal demise but also a broader cultural tendency to

marginalize female power in historical narratives. Despite her remarkable

achievements and unprecedented rise to power, Hatshepsut's legacy faced

relentless erasure after her death, reflecting societal discomfort with female

authority and the lengths to which patriarchal systems would go to reclaim

dominance.

Following Hatshepsut’s death in 1458 BCE, her successor, Thutmose III,

initiated a campaign to obliterate her memory from official records. This

campaign went beyond mere historical record-keeping; it represented a

systematic effort to undermine her image and authority in a society that

traditionally viewed power through a male lens. Temples and monuments

erected in her honor were defaced, her statues torn down, and her name

meticulously chiseled out of inscriptions. In particular, Thutmose III seemed

focused on highlighting his own achievements and lineage while

simultaneously delegitimizing Hatshepsut’s reign as he worked to establish

his rule firmly.

This historical rewriting serves as a reflection of the broader applicable

patterns through which societies have historically treated female leaders.
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Numerous cultures have, at various points, engaged in the practice of erasing

the contributions of women rather than celebrating them, often to adhere to

the norms of male precedence. In the case of Hatshepsut, it can also be seen

as part of Thutmose III’s strategy to solidify his claim to power and present

his rule as a restoration to traditional male governance after a period under a

female monarch.

The concept of memory and legacy in ancient Egypt hinged significantly on

the idea of continuity and the importance of dynastic legitimacy. Masculine

power assured succession and stability, while female authority, particularly

when it departed from norms, was often viewed with skepticism and disdain.

By eclipsing Hatshepsut’s story, Thutmose III reasserted traditional gender

hierarchies that relegated women to the backdrop of history, thereby

securing his own rule against any claims or comparisons to Hatshepsut's

effective governance.

Moreover, the erasure of Hatshepsut's achievements can be explored through

the lens of modern instances where women leaders experience similar fates.

The media often reflects a biased narrative toward female leaders, focusing

on their personal lives or perceived weaknesses, thus obscuring their

accomplishments and capabilities in leadership roles. For instance, when

comparing the coverage of leaders like Angela Merkel or Jacinda Ardern

with their male counterparts, one can observe a trend where female leaders
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are frequently evaluated through subjective, often critical lenses that

question their authority and competence. This pattern speaks volumes to the

ingrained societal biases that persist across centuries, echoing the very

sentiments that led to the ultimate erasure of Hatshepsut’s legacy.

Hatshepsut’s fall not only highlights the deep-seated issues surrounding

gender and rulership but also raises questions about how history is recorded,

remembered, and taught. The images of powerful women have often been

scrubbed from historical texts, leading to a shared cultural amnesia regarding

their contributions and effects on history. As modern scholars gradually

unveil Hatshepsut’s story and reconstruct the narrative around her reign, it

becomes imperative to comprehend the mechanisms of erasure and the

importance of reclamation in addressing historical gender biases.

Ultimately, the fall of Hatshepsut serves as a cautionary tale of how societal

norms can dictate the historical record, illustrating the precarious nature of

legacy for women in power. It challenges historians and contemporary

audiences alike to reconceptualize how these narratives are framed and

offers an opportunity to critically reflect on the significance of female

leadership within a broader historical context. Through examining

Hatshepsut’s story, we are reminded of the importance of acknowledging all

leaders, regardless of gender, to cultivate a more comprehensive

understanding of history itself.
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