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About the book

Book Overview:  

Title: Subpar Parks  

Author: Amber Share  

Concept:  

Join Amber Share on a side-splitting adventure as she presents "Subpar

Parks," a book that takes a light-hearted look at America's beloved national

parks through the eyes of disappointed visitors.  

Unique Approach:  

This charming book blends lively, retro-style artwork with actual one-star

reviews, transforming negative feedback into an entertaining commentary on

these stunning natural sites. From sarcastic remarks about Yellowstone's

excess of yellow hues to complaints of the Grand Canyon merely being a

large hole, Share cleverly flips criticism into a celebration of America's

awe-inspiring landscapes.  

For Everyone:  

Whether you're an avid adventurer or prefer the comfort of your own home,

"Subpar Parks" guarantees a good laugh and inspires a curiosity to explore

the parks, encouraging readers to discover what those discerning critics

might have overlooked!
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About the author

Profile: Amber Share

Who is She?

Amber Share is an innovative artist and designer who has captured the hearts

of many as a social media influencer.

Background:

Originally from North Carolina, Amber graduated with a degree in graphic

design from Auburn University. She has since crafted a notable career,

thriving in both freelance and corporate design environments.

Notable Work:

Amber gained fame through her project "Subpar Parks," where she

creatively combines beautiful illustrations of national parks with humorous

one-star reviews sourced from the internet. This unique approach reveals the

absurdity of some critiques faced by these natural wonders.

Impact:

Her delightful and insightful interpretation of these often ridiculous reviews

has earned her a significant following. This success culminated in the release

of her book, "Subpar Parks," which not only entertains readers but also

fosters a deeper appreciation for the beauty of the outdoors.
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In Essence:

Amber Share masterfully blends humor and advocacy in her work, creating a

distinctive voice that resonates with her audience while promoting the

conservation of nature.
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Subpar Parks Summary Chapter List

1. Chapter 1: An Introduction to the Quirky World of Subpar Parks and

Nature 

2. Chapter 2: Exploring the Humor Behind National Parks with Bad Reviews

3. Chapter 3: A Look into the Unlikely Complaints from Park Visitors 

4. Chapter 4: Art and Illustration: How Humor Enhances Our National Parks

Experience 

5. Chapter 5: Reflecting on Nature's Beauty Amidst the Critiques and

Laughs 
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1. Chapter 1: An Introduction to the Quirky
World of Subpar Parks and Nature

In the heart of America’s natural wonders lies a unique narrative, one that

intertwines humor and critiqued landscapes, which Amber Share masterfully

brings to light in her book "Subpar Parks." This introduction serves as an

entry point into the world where national treasures meet unfiltered opinions,

allowing readers to explore the peculiarities of park reviews that often stray

from the norm. It presents a fascinating juxtaposition of nature’s majestic

beauty against the backdrop of user-generated critiques that range from

comically absurd to surprisingly poignant.

With a title like "Subpar Parks," one might expect a narrative that deals

solely with disappointment and negativity; however, Share cleverly

recontextualizes criticisms, highlighting the often funny and unexpected

experiences that visitors have in national parks across the United States. The

charm of these reviews showcases a societal tendency to express humor even

in moments of frustration, shedding light on how people relate to vast

expanses of nature in a modern context filled with personal expectations and

anecdotal experiences.

Throughout the introduction, Share emphasizes the importance of

perspective—how one individual's displeasure can be another's amusing

anecdote. For example, a frustrated visitor might lament a park's lack of

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/TiHomYO39Kb


adequate restrooms or complain about the overwhelming presence of

mosquitoes, transforming what could be mere complaints into laughable

stories that resonate with the broader human experience of outdoor

exploration. This perspective not only invites laughter but also opens a

dialogue about the diverse expectations people have when venturing into

natural spaces.

Moreover, Share draws attention to the role that social media and review

platforms play in this phenomenon. In a culture dominated by rapid sharing

and immediate feedback, parks once celebrated for serenity now find

themselves at the mercy of real-time critiques. As visitors are encouraged to

document their experiences, the results often depict a hybrid of expectations

versus reality. Sharing experiences may lead to unrealistic standards for the

natural environments we cherish, moving beyond a simple exploration of

nature and venturing into public relations territory.

By collecting these quirky complaints, the author serves not just as a curator

of humorous tales, but as a reminder that nature is imperfect, and our

relationships with these spaces are complex. Each review not only serves as

a testimony to an individual excursion but also contributes to a collective

understanding that national parks are living entities influenced by human

presence and interaction.
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As the chapter unfolds, readers are prepped for a deeper dive into the

intricate balancing act of awe and open critique that defines our relationship

with national parks. It sets the stage for a conversation that digs deeper than

surface-level frustration, illuminating how humor allows us to navigate and

cope with disappointments while maintaining respect for the invaluable

ecosystems that these parks protect. With an introduction brimming with wit

and a light-hearted approach, Share not only invites readers into this quirky

world but encourages them to reflect on their own experiences in nature

through a lens of laughter and acceptance.
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2. Chapter 2: Exploring the Humor Behind
National Parks with Bad Reviews

In "Subpar Parks," Amber Share invites readers to look at America’s

national parks through a lens of humor and wit, underlining the absurdity

that can sometimes accompany the grandeur of nature. This chapter dives

deep into the world of bad reviews left by visitors who found themselves

dissatisfied with what are generally regarded as some of the most

breathtaking places on Earth. What could possibly be a source of

disappointment in a national park filled with stunning vistas, pristine waters,

and abundant wildlife? 

Share creatively weaves together the contrasts of high expectations versus

the sometimes-unexpected realities of visiting these parks. Each bad review

serves as a reminder of how personal experiences shape our perceptions of

even the most celebrated locations. For instance, one visitor humorously

lamented about Yellowstone National Park’s crowds, stating, "Too many

bison, not enough parking!" This sentiment not only highlights the conflict

between nature and human activity but also encapsulates a common

grievance echoed by others: the struggle to enjoy the serenity of a national

park when it’s overrun with tourists. 

The humor extends beyond simple observations. Some reviews take on a

bizarrely comical nature, showcasing the very best of human expectation
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gone awry. A reviewer might complain that Yosemite Valley was too ‘rocky’

or that the Grand Canyon was ‘too big.’ The absurdity of such critiques

prompts laughter and reflection. Readers can amuse themselves as they

recognize how unrealistic it is to expect these magnificent areas — formed

over millions of years and shaped by the forces of nature — to fit neatly into

a visitor's preconceived notion of what a perfect park should be. 

Share's illustrations accompanying these reviews further amplify the

comedic effect. Each drawing captures the quirky essence of the complaints

narrated through an engaging visual representation. Imagine a cartoonish

bison sitting in a traffic jam, or a person wearing hiking boots and a fancy

dress frowning at the vastness of the Grand Canyon. These images not only

provide levity; they encapsulate the essence of the human experience in

nature — at times humorous and at times poignant, but always relatable.

Moreover, these bad reviews also serve as a lens through which to examine

broader societal attitudes toward nature and leisure. They underscore the

sometimes unrealistic expectations people bring with them to these iconic

spots. In a world where social media showcases picture-perfect moments, a

miscalculated trip or an unexpected setback while hiking can feel like a

personal failure rather than an opportunity to embrace spontaneity.  

The absurdity of complaints in parks encourages readers to laugh, not just at
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the complaints themselves, but also at the way people interact with nature

and the expectations they hold. Take, for instance, the review that scolds a

park for not providing enough shade during a hike; the irony lies in the

inherent nature of a hike — it's designed to immerse individuals in the great

outdoors where shade is a rarity! Such comments open up discussions

around the nature of entitlement and how it can shape one's experience in the

wild. 

Ultimately, "Subpar Parks" becomes a celebration of both the parks in all

their imperfections and the quirks of humanity that lead to such humorous

misalignments. Share encourages us to question our perspectives and find

laughter in the discrepancies between the idealized image of a national park

and the sometimes messy reality of visiting one. Through this exploration of

humor, readers not only glean insights into the unpredictability of nature but

also discover the joy of embracing these experiences, however subpar they

might appear.
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3. Chapter 3: A Look into the Unlikely
Complaints from Park Visitors

Chapter 3 delves into the peculiarity and often surprising nature of

complaints lodged by visitors to national parks, as highlighted in Amber

Share's "Subpar Parks." While parks are typically associated with

breathtaking beauty and serene environments, it is astonishing to discover

that visitors occasionally overlook these extraordinary merits in favor of

trivial grievances. This chapter serves as a humorous exploration of what

constitutes a ‘subpar’ experience in these vast natural sanctuaries,

illustrating how the bizarre and unexpected complaints can both amuse and

perplex readers.

One of the striking aspects of this chapter is the sheer variety of grievances

that visitors express, often revealing more about the complainants than the

parks themselves. For instance, a complaint about Glacier National Park

noted, "Too many mountains! I was looking for a flat place to picnic." This

complaint seemingly dismisses the majestic landscapes that define the park

and underscores a limited expectation of nature as cater to personal

preferences rather than an invitation to experience the wild in all its rough

beauty. Such absurd criticisms serve not only as comedic highlights but also

provoke thought about the nature of outdoor exploration and the attitudes we

bring to our experiences in the wild.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/TiHomYO39Kb


Share further illustrates this theme with humorous anecdotal evidence, such

as a complaint from a visitor to Yosemite National Park who lamented, "The

giant sequoia trees are too tall. I wanted to see the sky!" This amusing

observation raises questions about the visitor’s expectations of a national

park and how such expectations clash with the very essence of what these

parks have to offer—impressive natural formations that stand the test of

time.  

What makes these complaints particularly intriguing is the often trivial

nature of the issues raised, revealing assumptions about what outdoor

experiences should entail. For instance, a review from Acadia National Park

stated, "There’s not enough Wi-Fi and the bathrooms were too far apart!"

This highlights a stark divergence between modern expectations of

connectivity and convenience versus the immersive and sometimes remote

nature of the park experience. It also raises points on how societal norms

dictate our interactions with nature, as many park visitors may seek the

comforts of urban life even in the heart of wilderness.

The chapter also tackles the notion of entitlement, where visitors feel a sense

of ownership over the natural environment, expecting it to conform to

human desires. One review from the Grand Canyon discussed the sheer size

of the canyon itself: "Too wide! I couldn’t take a proper picture!" This

complaint underscores the irony that a natural wonder can be deemed a
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negative simply due to its vastness obstructing personal goals for social

media-friendly photos.

Through these insights, Share effectively crafts a narrative woven with

humor quite effortlessly. The illustrations accompanying the text amplify

this humor, visually exaggerating the complaints in a way that brings the

critiques to life while inviting the reader to reflect on the absurdity of the

grievances. The playful tone invites readers to laugh along, fostering a

connection with others who may have shared similar thoughts or frustrations

when navigating the sometimes dissonant relationship between humanity

and nature.

Further, the chapter encourages an appreciation for the park experience as a

chance for adaptation and resilience. Complaints about the lack of signs,

muddy trails, or intrusive wildlife can often serve as a reminder that nature

operates outside the bounds of human control and convenience. Embracing

the unexpected can ultimately lead to enriching experiences that extend

beyond personal desires.

In summary, Chapter 3 of "Subpar Parks" serves as a humorous reflection on

the unlikely complaints from park visitors, illuminating a blend of comical

absurdity and underlying truths about our relationship with nature. By

focusing on these quirky grievances, Amber Share encourages readers to
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reconsider their expectations, laugh at the foibles, and perhaps see national

parks not merely as places of leisure but as environments that challenge,

surprise, and invite a deeper level of engagement.
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4. Chapter 4: Art and Illustration: How Humor
Enhances Our National Parks Experience

In "Subpar Parks", Amber Share employs humor as a crucial tool to engage

audiences and enrich our experience of the national parks. The unique blend

of art and snarky commentary derived from actual negative reviews

transforms the often serious and grand narrative surrounding national parks

into something light-hearted and relatable. Share's illustrations not only

capture the picturesque beauty of these parks but also highlight the absurdity

of the complaints, inviting viewers to reconsider their own experiences in

nature.

Humor, as demonstrated in Share's work, acts as a bridge connecting people

to the parks. By presenting unexpected critiques of breathtaking

landscapes—where visitors might complain about bugs in a pristine forest or

long hiking trails in the heart of a stunning mountainous region—Share

shines a light on the sometimes irrational expectations of park visitors. For

instance, a review lamenting about the lack of phone service in the expanse

of the serene Isolation, draws attention to our technology-obsessed society

that often struggles to disconnect.

The illustrations that accompany these humorous takes are not only visually

appealing but serve an important narrative purpose. By pairing whimsical

artwork with the satirical commentary, Share creates a multidimensional
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understanding of the experiences available in national parks. An illustration

of a bear lounging in a sunflower field, paired with a complaint about an

unruly campsite, juxtaposes the beauty of wildlife against the comical

frustrations that sometimes come with it. This contrast encourages viewers

to appreciate the natural world while also acknowledging that nature is not

always the seamless escape some might expect.

Moreover, humor, when illustrated in this manner, allows for a more

approachable conversation about the parks. It breaks down barriers that

some may feel towards discussing environmental issues, accessibility, or

visitor behavior. For instance, by drawing attention to negative reviews with

humor, Share facilitates a dialogue that encourages understanding and

learning rather than dismissiveness or offense. This engagement with

potential grievances helps to cultivate a sense of community among park

visitors, as they can share in both the criticism and the laughter.

In a way, Share's work acts as a reminder that while national parks aim to

provide extraordinary experiences, the reality of visiting these places can

often include moments of unpredictability and strife. But, instead of merely

accepting these as inconveniences, her illustrations invite a humble

acceptance of our imperfections as visitors, as well as the quirks of the

natural world. 

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/TiHomYO39Kb


The use of humor in depicting these national parks holds deeper implications

for how we view nature itself. It encourages a kind of reverence that is

infused with affection and laughter—a gentle nudge to embrace both the

beauty and the absurdity of exploring vast landscapes. This playful interplay

between humor and art is crucial for fostering a greater appreciation for our

national parks, allowing more people to connect through shared experiences

of disappointment mixed with joy.

Ultimately, Amber Share’s work in "Subpar Parks" illustrates how humor

can be both a lens and a lens cap; it helps us to see the world more clearly

while also allowing us to find joy in the imperfections that accompany

existence in nature. As readers and viewers engage with her art, they are

reminded that every park visit, even those marked by humorously low

expectations or complaints, holds the potential for joy, camaraderie, and

appreciation for the natural world.
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5. Chapter 5: Reflecting on Nature's Beauty
Amidst the Critiques and Laughs

In “Subpar Parks,” Amber Share deftly weaves a narrative that intertwines

humor with the visceral beauty of nature, prompting readers to reflect on

both the critiques and the undeniable charm that parks offer. Chapter 5

serves as a poignant reminder that even amidst the reviews that seem less

than stellar, there exists a profound appreciation for the great outdoors that

transcends these temporary judgments.

Visitors to national parks often have high expectations, fueled by vivid

landscapes depicted in brochures and captured in stunning photographs. Yet,

when reality doesn’t match these idealistic portrayals, it can prompt some

rather outlandish complaints. Share highlights this dissonance not just for

comedic effect but to illuminate a deeper truth: these parks, regardless of a

few bad reviews, offer a unique opportunity to reconnect with nature and

ourselves. 

For example, a visitor might bemoan that a park isn't as "beautiful" as they

anticipated because their loved one did not agree to hike the trail with them.

This complaint, while humorous, underscores a sentiment many can relate

to—the longing for shared experiences within nature. Even as the individual

gripes about a trail not meeting their expectations, they unknowingly touch

on the fundamental beauty of the park that lies in its opportunities for
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connection, both with nature and with others.

The chapter invites readers to reflect on how they, too, may have approached

nature with skepticism or disappointment, yet found something beautiful in

the moments that unfolded. From watching the sunset paint the sky over a

rugged mountain range to stumbling upon a hidden waterfall, each park has

its offerings, many of which leave an imprint on our hearts, regardless of any

initial critiques. It’s a gentle reminder that beauty is often subjective; while

one person may find a park lacking, another may consider it a hidden gem.

Moreover, Share encourages us to embrace the humor embedded in these

critiques. Parks are places of both grandeur and humor, where nature can be

wildly unpredictable. A visitor’s expectation of a pristine lake can be

derailed by an unexpected swim in a muddy puddle. Yet, these moments of

levity provide stories that we cherish, often more than the perfect

Instagrammable views. This chapter thus showcases the lightweight and

often irreverent nature of parks as spaces for both critique and joy, arguing

that it is natural – and rather amusing – that not every experience is perfect. 

Nature, in its essence, is much like the varied reviews Share compiles—full

of contradictions, surprises, and unfiltered truth. As people take the time to

step into the great outdoors, they inevitably discover not just the beauty of

the landscapes but the beautiful unpredictability of life's experiences. 
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In reflecting on nature’s beauty through the lens of these critiques, Share

brings to life the notion that laughter, acceptance of imperfection, and

gratitude for both remarkable and lesser moments define our relationship

with the wilderness. Through this chapter, readers are prompted not only to

share in the laughter of others but partake in a collective celebration of

nature that persists regardless of critiques. Each park visit, perfect or

imperfect, carries stories that enrich our understanding of both the parks

themselves and the emotional landscapes we navigate as individuals.
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