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About the book

Title: An Enchanting Revival: ‘Snow White’ by Matt Phelan  

  

Overview:  

Experience the captivating reimagining of a beloved fairy tale amidst the

striking scenery of 1930s New York City during the Great Depression in

Matt Phelan’s graphic novel, *Snow White*. 

  

Key Features:  

- Artistic Style:  

  Dive into a visually arresting world where the pages breathe life through

beautiful sepia-toned illustrations that evoke nostalgia and mood.  

- Narrative Depth:  

  With a blend of sparse yet impactful dialogue, Phelan weaves a narrative

that explores themes of innocence, jealousy, and resilience, giving new

dimensions to familiar characters.  

- Plot Twist:  

  Follow Snow White as she encounters the cutthroat ambitions of her

stepmother, reimagined as a darkly glamorous Broadway star.  

- Immersion and Experience:  

  More than just a retelling, this graphic novel invites readers into a world

where elegance clashes with hardship, ensuring every narrative twist is

visually captivating and emotionally resonant.  
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Conclusion:  

Phelan’s *Snow White* is a compelling dive into a redefined classic,

challenging perceptions and enchanting readers to see it through a new,

dynamic lens.
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About the author

Profile: Matt Phelan  

- Occupation: Author and Illustrator  

- Location: Pennsylvania  

- Artistic Style: Known for his evocative, cinematic storytelling that blends

history and fiction, Phelan is a master of graphic novels.  

- Awards and Recognition:  

  - Winner of the Scott O'Dell Award for Historical Fiction  

  - Multiple Eisner Award nominations  

- Contribution to Literature: His emotionally resonant artwork and skillful

narrative ability have established him as a significant figure in children's

literature.  

- Notable Works: Phelan’s illustrative interpretation of classic tales, such as

"Snow White," infuses them with vivid detail and depth, making them

accessible and engaging for today’s young readers.  

- Artistic Background: With formal training in illustration, Phelan utilizes

his visual storytelling expertise to create poignant graphic novels that

resonate with contemporary audiences.
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1. Chapter 1: The Enchanting Yet Perilous
World of Snow White's Fairy Tale

In the captivating realm of Matt Phelan’s retelling of Snow White, readers

are immersed in a world that is as enchanting as it is perilous. This setting,

steeped in the magic and mystery of fairy tales, presents a backdrop where

the beauty of the natural world becomes entwined with the dark

undercurrents of jealousy and danger.  

At first glance, Snow White’s fairy tale unfolds like a picturesque painting:

lush forests, sparkling streams, and a charming castle. Phelan’s illustrations

vividly capture the serene and idyllic beauty of this enchanting land,

drawing readers into a world teeming with life. However, behind the veil of

this fairy tale ambiance lies a reality fraught with peril—the sinister presence

of the wicked queen. With her insatiable vanity and malicious intent, she

embodies the very essence of jealousy. This juxtaposition creates a duality

that permeates the story, where beauty and brutality coexist in tension. 

The introduction of Snow White herself further illustrates this enchanting

yet perilous dichotomy. Described as exceptionally beautiful—her skin as

white as snow, lips as red as blood, and hair as black as ebony—Snow White

instantly becomes the target of her stepmother's envy. Phelan reinforces the

idea that Snow White's beauty is both a gift and a curse, drawing attention to

how it provokes the queen’s rage. The queen’s magic mirror serves as a
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symbol of this poisonous jealousy, reflecting not just vanity but the

destructive consequences of obsession with appearance. Each time the queen

consults the mirror, she is reminded that her power is eroding, a reminder

that true beauty transcends mere physical appearance and often lies in one's

heart. 

As the narrative progresses, the forest surrounding the castle becomes an

integral character in its own right—a blend of both a safe haven and a

treacherous terrain. The looming trees and shadowed paths represent the

uncertainty and danger that Snow White must eventually navigate. When she

flees the castle in fear for her life, the woods serve as an escape from the

queen’s wrath but also introduce new fears of the unknown. 

Phelan's storytelling emphasizes the recurring motif of transformation within

this enchanted world. The woods represent a threshold—a boundary between

the known dangers of the human world and the mystical elements of nature

that hold their own inherent risks. Just as the forest harbors creatures that

can either help or hinder Snow White, it embodies the duality of

enchantment and peril that is so prevalent in traditional fairy tales. While the

forest might promise refuge, it also teems with threats that challenge Snow

White’s innocence and resilience. 

In this chapter, the enchanting yet perilous world sets the stage for Snow

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/TiHomYO39Kb


White's journey, highlighting the relationships between beauty, jealousy, and

danger. Phelan intricately weaves together the allure of the forest and the

dark forces that threaten to devour Snow White's light. As readers delve

deeper into this reimagined tale, they are reminded that every fairy tale

harbors the complexity of human experience; beauty can blind us, envy can

drive us, and sometimes, it is the most perilous paths that lead to the most

profound self-discovery and transformation. 

Thus, Chapter 1 lays a strong foundation for the ensuing narrative, inviting

readers into a world where enchantment entwines with peril, setting the

narrative wheels in motion for Snow White’s story of resilience and courage

in the face of darkness.
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2. Chapter 2: A Young Princess's Journey
Through Isolation and Betrayal

In the sequel to the classic fairy tale, the story of Snow White takes a

profound turn as readers explore her internal landscape, marked by deep

emotional scars wrought by isolation and betrayal. From the outset, we are

introduced to a young princess who, despite her royal stature, lives a life of

unparalleled solitude within the magnificent yet confining walls of her

father's castle. 

Snow White, though surrounded by opulence, feels utterly alone. Her father,

the king, is a distant figure, absorbed in the obligations of ruling, leaving

Snow White yearning for the kind of familial warmth that life in a palace

seldom provides. Instead of laughter and love, the castle is meant to be a

sanctuary but often becomes a gilded cage. Her mother’s untimely death

casts a long shadow over her youth, amplifying her sense of loneliness. This

absence makes her increasingly susceptible to feelings of worthlessness and

self-doubt—internal battles that render her vulnerable to the influence of

others.

The isolation Snow White experiences is further deepened by her

relationship with her stepmother, the new queen, whose charisma hides a

storm of jealousy. Initially, the queen appears as a charming figure, but

slowly, her darker nature is revealed through subtle acts of manipulation and
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cruelty. The queen’s obsession with beauty and power transforms her into a

vindictive character, who cannot bear the thought of being overshadowed by

her young stepdaughter.

An epitome of betrayal comes when the queen instructs her loyal huntsman

to take Snow White deep into the woods and kill her, marking a critical

moment of treachery that shatters the few layers of trust remaining in Snow

White’s fragile world. This command is layered in deceit, portraying a

distorted image of maternal love, where the queen’s hatred is masked by the

guise of familial obligation. The betrayal is not solely physical; it is also

emotional, striking at Snow White's core and prompting her to question

every relationship she has known. 

The huntsman, torn between his duty and the innocence of the young

princess, becomes a reluctant participant in the queen’s plot. However, his

eventual decision to spare Snow White's life illustrates the fickle nature of

loyalty. He sends her away, deeper into the forest, advising her to hide and

never return to the palace—a turning point that not only signifies betrayal

from those she considered protectors but also ignites a fierce resolve within

her. It is a lesson in trusting one’s instincts, a crucial step in Snow White's

journey toward self-discovery.

 

As Snow White flees into the wilderness, she is accompanied by doubts
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about her own self-worth, wondering what she did to deserve such treachery.

This chapter hows how betrayal can turn the purest of hearts into those

brimming with confusion and fear, leaving emotional scars deeper than any

physical wound. It paints a portrait of a young girl learning to navigate her

way through a world where illusion and reality blur, highlighting the

transformative power of isolation.

Ultimately, it is through this depth of suffering that Snow White starts to

develop resilience. The darker her world becomes, the stronger her spirit

must grow. In the depths of her despair, she begins to understand that her

courage will be her greatest ally. This chapter serves as a poignant reminder

of the complexities of trust, love, and betrayal—elements that resonate

universally, reminding readers how even the purest relationships can be

tainted by jealousy and desire for control. Through her harrowing

experiences, Snow White starts to carve a path, setting the stage for her

eventual quest for refuge, companionship, and a renewed sense of self in the

ensuing chapters.
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3. Chapter 3: The Quest for Refuge Among
Unlikely Friends in the Woods

As Snow White flees the castle that once symbolized safety and love, the

woods loom before her—a chaotic amalgamation of shadows and whispers

that offers both refuge and uncertainty. Her heart, racing from fear and

treachery, propels her onward into the tangled underbrush where sunlight

struggles to pierce the dense canopy above.

In this enchanted forest, the atmosphere shifts dramatically from the

grandeur of royal life to an untamed wilderness, representing her emotional

turbulence. Here, amidst the towering trees, Snow White encounters her first

test of resilience—a world devoid of predictable comforts, yet alive with

potential companionship. 

Snow White’s initial loneliness and vulnerability are palpable. The image of

the foreboding castle fades behind her, replaced by the unseen dangers of the

wood. Yet, this landscape, often portrayed as daunting, slowly reveals itself

as a sanctuary where the boundaries between fear and friendship blur. It is

here she stumbles upon a group of unlikely companions—seven dwarfs,

each with unique personalities and quirks. These characters, often underrated

in their own stories, exemplify the themes of brotherhood and solidarity.

The seven dwarfs, engaging in their daily chores, initially regard Snow
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White with a mix of suspicion and curiosity. Their diverse backgrounds and

differing viewpoints mirror the complexities of society; however, it is their

shared commitment to camaraderie that unites them in this moment of crisis.

The dwarfs’ warmth and humor provide a sharp contrast to the cold betrayal

of her stepmother, the evil queen. They welcome her into their home, a

rustic cottage adorned with the tools of their trade and the signs of a simple

yet boisterous life. Snow White finds not just shelter but a sense of

belonging that had eluded her in the palace.

Each dwarf introduces her to an aspect of life grounded in honesty and hard

work, teaching her about the value of friendship and cooperation. This

newfound alliance embodies the importance of community in overcoming

fear and adversity. As Snow White shares her story of loss and escape, the

dwarfs, in turn, reveal their own struggles against prejudice and

misunderstanding—a narrative thread that weaves their lives together

deeply.

Throughout her time in the woods, Snow White learns the true meaning of

resilience, encased within these friendships that emerge under such dire

circumstances. Together, they form a formidable team, navigating the perils

that surround them, proving that strength can be found in numbers and in the

bonds of genuine camaraderie. 
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As they begin to cultivate their unique relationship, the forest transforms

from a certain sense of isolation into a vibrant community infused with

laughter, creativity, and hope. The dwarfs share their songs, guiding Snow

White out of her melancholy, while she adds her own melodies—each note

echoing her journey toward healing. This synergy between her and her new

friends highlights how shared experiences, especially those marked by

adversity, can forge deep, unbreakable bonds.

This segment of Snow White’s adventure not only fortifies her character but

illustrates the significant theme of seeking refuge among unlikely allies. Her

relationship with the dwarfs showcases that family extends beyond blood; it

is built upon mutual respect, understanding, and unwavering support. The

quest for safety amid the windswept trees of the woods becomes

symbolically richer as their friendship blossoms, suggesting that through

unity, one can find peace and strength—even when surrounded by turmoil. 

With the specter of the queen looming over her, the contrasting warmth of

the dwarfs' companionship becomes a crucial force that protects and

emboldens Snow White. She realizes that, although her past is fraught with

pain, the future offers the promise of alliance and the possibility of

reclaiming her identity, one enriched by the friendships she and the dwarfs

are nurturing amid the whispers of the forest.
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4. Chapter 4: An Intense Confrontation with the
Dark Queen's Wickedness

In this chapter, the narrative plunges into a climactic confrontation, as Snow

White finally faces the full force of the Dark Queen's wickedness, a struggle

filled with heightened emotions and dark intentions. The Dark Queen, driven

by jealousy and rage over Snow White's burgeoning beauty and kindness,

embodies pure evil. She represents not only a personal foe to the young

princess but also a significant obstacle within the fairy tale's broader moral

framework.

The setting is somber and foreboding, contrasting with the innocence and

hope Snow White carries. Deep within the shadowy confines of the Dark

Queen's lair, the atmosphere is thick with tension. The queen, clad in her

dark, flowing robes, wields powers that pervade the forest, twisting nature

itself to match her sinister temperament. Her castle, a stark reflection of her

malevolence, is enveloped in darkness and despair, a chilling testament to

the dangers Snow White must face. 

Snow White is not the same fragile girl we first met; her experiences have

tempered her spirit, and she now possesses a newfound determination. This

transformation is pivotal as she prepares to confront the Dark Queen. With

each step towards the throne room, she recalls the lessons learned during her

journey—courage, friendship, and the strength of good. The queen's lair
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symbolizes the ultimate test of these virtues.

When the two finally meet, the confrontation is immediate and fierce. The

Dark Queen engages in psychological warfare, taunting Snow White with

cruel barbs about her past betrayals and the life she once knew in the castle.

She relishes the role of the manipulative villain, attempting to crush Snow’s

spirit with haunting visions of loneliness and despair. With a voice dripping

in malice, the queen challenges Snow White’s very essence, questioning her

worthiness to exist in a world where beauty and kindness seem to threaten

her dark reign.

This exchange is critical as it showcases the queen’s strategic cruelty. The

Dark Queen uses her mind games to try and make Snow doubt herself,

pushing her to the edge of emotional exhaustion. This serves as a reminder

of the insidious ways that evil can present itself—through manipulation

rather than outright violence. Snow White’s response is what defines her

character; rather than succumbing to despair, she draws strength from her

memories of her friends in the woods and the love they share. 

The confrontation escalates as the queen reveals her true nature by using her

magical powers against Snow White. Dark tendrils of magic swirl around,

manifesting into nightmarish visions designed to ensnare and terrify.

However, Snow White, bolstered by her inner strength and determination,
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stands firm. She recognizes that the queen’s cruelty stems from her own

insecurities and loneliness, and Snow seeks not just to defeat but to

understand, revealing a profound level of empathy that transcends the

expected confrontation.

This moment poignantly illustrates a fundamental truth: true strength arises

not merely from the desire to battle evil, but from the capacity to connect

with the essence of one’s opponent. It amplifies the theme of understanding

versus hate, which often vitally permeates fairy tales. Snow White’s journey

has equipped her not just with the capability to physically confront the queen

but also to challenge her morally. This confrontation marks a critical point in

the narrative, as it highlights the necessity of resilience in the face of

malevolence.

Ultimately, as the chapter concludes, this confrontation lays the groundwork

for the impending transformations in both Snow White and the Dark Queen.

It serves as a dramatic moment that encapsulates the darker elements of the

fairy tale while simultaneously paving the way for the possibility of

resolution and redemption. This chapter portrays Snow White not just as a

victim of circumstance but as a champion of kindness and resilience, a

beacon of hope in a world tinged with darkness.
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5. Chapter 5: A Triumphant Finale: Love and
Redemption Overcoming Darkness

In the climactic conclusion of Matt Phelan's retelling of "Snow White," the

themes of love, redemption, and the ultimate triumph over adversity come to

the forefront. This finale serves as a powerful testament to the resilience of

the human spirit in the face of malevolence and despair. As the story reaches

its apex, the challenges Snow White has faced throughout her harrowing

journey culminate in a breathtaking showdown with the Dark Queen,

highlighting the dualities of good versus evil and the transformative power

of love.

The denouement of Snow White’s tale reveals how true love can bring about

not just personal salvation, but also the liberation of an entire kingdom.

After enduring isolation and betrayal, Snow White finds herself in a

precarious position, trapped within the sinister grasp of the Dark Queen. The

moments leading to the climax are charged with emotion and anticipation, as

the reader is led to wonder how a young girl, cast out from her home and

now threatened by the very reflection of her fears, will find the strength to

confront her adversary.

In this chapter, readers witness Snow White's realization that love is not just

romantic; it extends to the friendships she has nurtured along her journey.

The bonds formed with her companions in the forest—the seven
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dwarfs—emphasize that true love comes in many forms. Their unwavering

support serves as a crucial motivator, not simply for Snow White's battle

against the Dark Queen, but also for her internal struggle to reclaim her

identity and worth as a princess.

The battle against the Dark Queen is not merely a physical confrontation; it

symbolizes the struggle against despair and the darkness that so often clouds

the human experience. The Queen's bitter jealousy and desire for dominance

represent the oppressive forces that can arise from envy and fear. Snow

White's approach to the confrontation, fueled by the genuine love that

surrounds her, highlights how compassion and courage can outshine

malevolent intentions.

As the fight ensues, moments of tension are countered by striking instances

of bravery and loyalty. The dwarfs play an integral role, each contributing

their unique skills to the confrontation, mirroring the idea that teamwork and

unity can overcome overwhelming odds. This teamwork culminates in a

moment where they are not only fighting for their friend, but also for the

peace and happiness of the kingdom they call home.

As the climax unfolds, it becomes evident that the Dark Queen’s reign of

terror is rooted in her own insecurities and ultimately leads to her downfall.

The resolution comes not from sheer strength, but rather through the act of
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forgiveness and understanding. It is a moment where Snow White, standing

tall and resolute, demonstrates that love—whether for friends or self—can

dismantle the darkest of hearts. 

In a poignant moment of redemption, Snow White extends empathy towards

the Queen, recognizing that even those consumed by darkness are deserving

of compassion. This act of kindness reveals the depth of her character and

serves as a powerful reminder of the healing that can stem from love.

The triumph over darkness is not just marked by Snow White's victory; it

signifies a restoration of hope for the oppressed. The once-dominant fear that

engulfed the kingdom dissipates, ushering in an era of renewal and joy. As

the final moments unfold, the reader is reminded that the essence of the fairy

tale lies not only in the victory of good over evil, but in the belief that love

can redeem, heal, and unite a fractured world.

The conclusion of Phelan’s retelling of "Snow White" encapsulates a

message that resonates deeply across ages and cultures: that love, in its many

forms, is a formidable force. It has the power to transform individuals,

challenge the status quo, and illuminate paths even amidst the deepest

darkness. In this triumphant finale, the victory is shared among friends, and

the story closes on a note of hope, leaving readers inspired by the enchanting

journey of Snow White, who emerges not only as a princess but as a beacon
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of light that flickers fiercely against the shadows.
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