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About the book

Book Overview: "Real Sex: The Naked Truth About Chastity" by Lauren F.

Winner

Author Background:  

Lauren F. Winner, a notable author and scholar, shares her personal journey

as a convert to Christianity, thus providing an authentic and relatable lens

through which she examines the subject matter.

Core Theme:  

In "Real Sex," Winner tackles the often contentious topic of chastity and its

role within the Christian faith. She challenges the prevailing modern

perceptions of sex and intimacy, inviting readers to rethink these concepts.

Argument Highlight:  

Winner positions chastity not as a mere set of restrictions, but as a profound

and transformative practice. She suggests that embracing chastity can lead to

deeper relational and spiritual satisfaction for believers, enriching their

personal connections and faith journey.

Approach and Style:  

The book is a mixture of personal memoir, cultural analysis, and theological

discourse. This multifaceted approach offers readers a fresh and enlightening
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take on sexuality, setting it apart from conventional discussions.

Target Audience:  

Whether readers are grappling with their understanding of chastity or are

interested in robust discussions around Christian sexual ethics, Winner's

insights provide both challenge and inspiration.

Conclusion:  

"Real Sex" serves as an essential read for anyone looking to explore the

complexities of chastity and its meaningful implications within a faith

context.
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About the author

Profile: Lauren F. Winner

Background:  

- Education:  

  - Ph.D. in History, Columbia University  

  - Master of Divinity, Duke Divinity School

Professional Role:  

- Associate Professor at Duke Divinity School  

Contributions:  

Lauren F. Winner is a distinguished author and scholar, celebrated for her

profound insights in contemporary Christian literature. Her academic

background enriches her captivating narrative style.  

Key Themes in Work:  

- Intersections of faith and culture  

- Personal experiences within a spiritual context  

Notable Publications:  

- *Girl Meets God*  

- *Mudhouse Sabbath*  

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/TiHomYO39Kb


- *Real Sex: The Naked Truth About Chastity*

Approach:   

Winner courageously tackles complex and sometimes contentious topics,

providing readers with thoughtful reflections that inspire and challenge their

understanding of Christian spirituality, traditions, and ethics.
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Identity 
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1. Chapter 1: Exploring the Intersection of
Faith and Sexuality: An Introduction to 'Real
Sex'

In the opening chapter of "Real Sex," Lauren F. Winner sets the stage by

inviting readers to delve into the complex relationship between faith and

sexuality, a topic often shrouded in taboo and misunderstanding within

many religious circles. The chapter serves as a foundational introduction,

framing the discourse around sexuality not as a mere biological imperative

but as a multifaceted expression of humanity deeply intertwined with

spiritual beliefs and practices.

Winner expounds on the predominant narratives within Christian theology

that have historically marginalized discussions about sexuality. She points

out that, for many believers, discussions around sex have been overly

simplistic, often shifting between rigid moralism or complete avoidance.

This dichotomy exacerbates loneliness and confusion, particularly for those

struggling to reconcile their sexual identities with their faith. 

By acknowledging the underlying tensions that exist, Winner argues for a

more holistic approach that encompasses the full spectrum of human

emotion and experience. She introduces the concept of "real sex" not merely

as physical intimacy but as an exploration of the desires, boundaries, and

relational dynamics inherent in sexual relationships. This introduction serves

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/TiHomYO39Kb


as a compelling invitation for readers to explore how their faith influences

their understanding of sexuality and vice versa.

A pivotal aspect of Winner's argument is the recognition that sexuality is not

divorced from one’s spiritual life; rather, it is a significant aspect of it. She

illustrates this point by referencing both modern psychological insights and

historical theological perspectives, emphasizing how spirituality informs

sexual ethics and practice. For instance, she discusses the impact of love in

Christian teachings and how this concept can act as a guiding principle in

navigating sexual relationships. 

Moreover, the chapter addresses the importance of community in shaping

individual and collective understandings of sexuality. Winner notes that

many religious communities operate under a culture of silence regarding

sexual matters, which fails to meet the emotional and spiritual needs of their

members. This lack of dialogue can lead to isolation and feelings of shame,

particularly for those who find themselves at odds with prevailing church

views on sexuality. An example provided is the experience of individuals

from conservative backgrounds who, upon reaching adulthood, grapple with

deep-seated feelings of guilt and confusion when they engage in

relationships that the church deems inappropriate. Winner highlights the

necessity for open conversations within religious spaces to foster

environments where individuals can explore their sexuality without fear of
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condemnation.

Through this introduction, Winner lays the groundwork for a richer

understanding of how faith and sexuality can coexist positively and

productively. She proposes that rather than viewing sexuality solely through

the lens of morality, it should also be considered as part of a larger quest for

authenticity and wholeness in one’s life. By encouraging readers to reflect

on their own experiences and beliefs regarding sexuality, she sets the tone

for the chapters to follow, which will further dissect myths and realities of

sexuality in Christian life, delve into personal identity, and outline the role

of community support.

Ultimately, the first chapter of "Real Sex" is a clarion call for a paradigm

shift in how believers approach sexuality—a call to reject silence and shame

in favor of honest examination and dialogue. Winner's nuanced exploration

not only acknowledges the struggles many face but also offers a hopeful

vision for integrating faith and sexuality into a cohesive understanding of

self.
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2. Chapter 2: The Myths and Realities of
Sexuality in Christian Life

In Chapter 2 of ‘Real Sex’ by Lauren F. Winner, the author delves deep into

the often misunderstood concepts surrounding sexuality within the Christian

faith. This chapter serves not only to dissect common myths about sexuality

but also to provide a more nuanced understanding that encourages a more

comprehensive dialogue about sex in the context of Christian life.

One prevalent myth that Winner discusses is the idea that all sexual desire is

inherently sinful. Many Christians grow up with the belief that sexuality is

something to be suppressed or ashamed of, often due to a focus on sin and

morality that overshadows the beauty and intention behind human sexuality.

This belief leads to feelings of guilt and confusion, particularly during

adolescence when sexual feelings begin to emerge.

Winner argues that sexuality is a natural part of human existence, created by

God. The chapter highlights how the biblical texts present sex as a gift

meant for pleasure, intimacy, and the bonding of spouses within the

covenant of marriage. By framing sexuality within the context of divine

intent, Christians can begin to dismantle the myth that sexual desire is

categorically sinful and understand it as a powerful aspect of their humanity.

Another significant myth addressed in this chapter is the notion that all
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sexual activity outside of heterosexual marriage is wrong. Winner challenges

this binary perspective by presenting the reality that human relationships

exist on a spectrum and are shaped by various emotional, cultural, and

personal factors. This understanding includes recognizing the validity of

same-sex relationships, which often receive condemnation in traditional

Christian teachings. Through case studies and personal testimonies, Winner

illustrates the struggles faced by individuals who identify as LGBTQ+

within the church, and she emphasizes the importance of compassion,

understanding, and acceptance.

Furthermore, Winner takes a critical look at the pervasive belief in purity

culture, which idealizes virginity and conditions young people's worth on

their sexual history. This culture not only shames those who have had sexual

experiences before marriage but also inadvertently glamorizes abstinence to

a detrimental extent. Winner offers an alternative narrative, one that

acknowledges the complexity of human sexuality and emphasizes the

importance of healthy communication about sex, consent, and personal

boundaries.

Through her exploration of these myths, Winner articulates a poignant

reality: that sexuality is inextricably linked to one's faith journey. For many

Christians, reconciling their spiritual beliefs with their sexual identities and

experiences can lead to a profound sense of wholeness and authenticity. This
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chapter encourages readers to re-evaluate their assumptions about sex,

promoting a theology of sex that celebrates it as a part of human flourishing

rather than viewing it merely through a lens of sin and shame.

In conclusion, Chapter 2 of ‘Real Sex’ serves as an invitation to engage in

open and honest discussions about sexuality in the context of the Christian

faith. Winner’s insights encourage believers to confront and challenge

longstanding myths, paving the way for healthier attitudes toward sex that

reflect a holistic understanding of human nature, relationships, and divine

design.
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3. Chapter 3: Embracing Wholeness:
Spirituality, Sexuality, and Personal Identity

In Chapter 3 of "Real Sex," Lauren F. Winner urges readers to embrace a

holistic understanding of their identity, wherein spirituality and sexuality are

not seen as opposing forces but as components that together form the

essence of a person. This chapter emphasizes the importance of wholeness

and encourages individuals to integrate their spiritual beliefs with their

sexual experiences, creating a more authentic self that reflects both their

faith and desires.

Winner begins by addressing the ways in which society often splits

spirituality from sexuality, creating a binary that not only ostracizes

individuals but diminishes their capacity to fully experience their humanity.

She argues that many religious teachings tend to present sexuality in a

negative light, framing it as something to be restrained or even feared. Such

dichotomies leave individuals grappling with guilt or confusion about

natural feelings and urges, which are vital to their identity.

A significant aspect of embracing wholeness is the recognition that both

spirituality and sexuality contribute to personal identity. Winner draws on

theological insights, suggesting that the body is a sacred space, created good

and integral to one’s experience of faith. Just as spiritual practices nourish

the soul, healthy expressions of sexuality can bring joy, deeper connections,
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and a sense of belonging. She invites the reader to reimagine the body as a

temple — one that deserves reverence and understands the full spectrum of

human experience, including sexual feelings and behaviors.

This chapter also delves into the narratives we create around our

experiences. Winner posits that personal identity was historically grounded

in community and shared beliefs; however, modernity has shifted this

narrative toward individuality and self-identification. In doing so, it has

become critical for individuals to cultivate a self-story that honors their

complete being, incorporating both their spiritual and sexual dimensions.

She encourages readers to reflect on their own stories, asking poignant

questions that challenge preconceived notions regarding purity, sin, and guilt

associated with sexuality.

Furthermore, Winner illustrates her points with various historical and

contemporary examples of how individuals struggle with these dual aspects

of their identity. For instance, she recalls the experience of a young woman

raised in a conservative Christian environment, who felt compelled to reject

her burgeoning sexuality as sinful. It wasn't until she began to read and

understand her faith more deeply, exploring inclusive interpretations of

scripture, that she could reclaim her sexuality as a gift rather than a curse. In

doing so, this woman discovered freedom in expressing her sexuality in

ways that were consistent with her spiritual ideals, allowing her to embrace
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her whole self.

Another example from real life highlights the journey of LGBTQ+

Christians reconciling their sexual orientation with their faith. Winner shares

stories of individuals who have found affirming communities where they can

openly express their sexuality without fear of ostracism from their spiritual

identities. Many have rewritten their narratives, finding that they can love

and worship authentically while living genuine lives characterized by love

and acceptance.

Ultimately, Chapter 3 serves as a clarion call to embrace the complexity of

the human experience, arguing for a synthesis of spirituality and sexuality

that fosters personal wholeness. Winner suggests practical steps, including

engaging with texts that discuss sexuality in a faith-positive manner,

fostering relationships with other believers who affirm and respect both

components of identity, and creating spaces that welcome honest dialogues

about the interplay between faith and sexual identity. This holistic approach

not only challenges readers to confront internalized myths about sexuality

but also empowers them to celebrate the fullness of their being as spiritually

and sexually integrated individuals.

Through her thoughtful exploration, Winner provides a framework that

encourages readers to move beyond fear and guilt towards acceptance and
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joy, affirming that an integrated life is a life fully lived.
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4. Chapter 4: Cultivating Healthy
Relationships: The Role of Community and
Support

In Chapter 4 of "Real Sex" by Lauren F. Winner, the emphasis shifts towards

the significant impact that community and support systems have in

cultivating healthy relationships—especially regarding sexuality and

intimate connections. Winner argues that human beings are fundamentally

relational creatures, which means that our interactions with others play a

critical role in shaping how we perceive ourselves and our relationships.

This chapter delves into the intricacies of communal support and how it

influences our understanding of sexuality, love, and emotional intimacy

within the faith context.

A foundational aspect presented by Winner is the idea that isolation can lead

to misunderstanding and misrepresentation of both sexual intimacy and

spiritual life. The author suggests that many individuals grapple with sexual

issues in solitude, often leading to feelings of shame or confusion. This

seclusion instead of strengthening the individual often exacerbates their

struggles, highlighting the importance of community in providing

understanding and guidance.

One real-world illustration of this principle can be traced back to

congregations that foster open dialogues about sexuality. In many faith
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communities, particularly those focusing on healing and support, group

discussions can help break down the walls of isolation. For instance, a

church might initiate a series of workshops or small group discussions

specifically addressing sexuality from a biblical perspective. These

gatherings allow individuals to share their experiences and questions without

fear of judgment, fostering a sense of belonging and understanding.

Winner stresses the role of leaders within these communities, such as pastors

and mentors, who are vital in guiding conversations and offering prayerful

support. When these leaders openly discuss their own struggles and journey

towards understanding their sexuality, they create an environment where

community members feel safe to do the same. This peer support can be

transformative, as it models vulnerability and honesty, encouraging others to

explore their own feelings in a safe and nurturing space.

Moreover, Winner points out that healthy relationships are not just about

personal development; they are also about accountability. In communities

where individuals are willing to hold each other accountable in their

relationships and sexual ethics, this mutual accountability fosters an

environment where healthy boundaries and deep respect are prioritized. For

example, a mentoring relationship between an older and younger member of

a congregation can be profoundly impactful. The mentor not only provides

insights and advice based on life experience but can also help the mentee
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navigate complex feelings about dating, intimacy, and faith.

Throughout the chapter, Winner emphasizes that community support does

not simply address sexual issues but extends to the entire spectrum of human

relationships. Healthy relationships are nurtured in environments where

individuals can honestly communicate their needs and desires. This open

communication helps set clear boundaries and fosters respect—not just in

romantic relationships but in all human interactions. In discussing the role of

communal rituals, such as shared meals or prayer groups, Winner illustrates

how these practices can strengthen interpersonal relationships and enhance

the collective understanding of love.

Additionally, Winner highlights the importance of inclusivity within

communities. Those with alternative sexual orientations often feel

marginalized, and communities that actively work against exclusion foster a

sense of belonging and acceptance. This inclusivity allows for a broader

discussion about various sexual identities and the need for love and respect

regardless of personal differences.

In conclusion, Chapter 4 of "Real Sex" underscores the crucial role that

community and support systems play in cultivating healthy relationships. By

providing spaces for open discussion, fostering accountability, and

promoting inclusivity, communities can help individuals navigate their
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sexual journeys with faith and understanding. Winner encourages readers to

actively seek out supportive networks and engage in communal practices

that nurture relational health, thereby transforming not just their personal

experiences of sexuality but also enriching their overall spiritual lives.
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5. Chapter 5: Moving Forward: A Renewed
Perspective on Sexuality and Faith

In the fifth chapter of "Real Sex," Lauren F. Winner deftly constructs a

pathway towards a renewed perspective on sexuality that harmonizes with

faith. This transformative viewpoint is crucial in a world where sexual issues

are often mired in confusion and guilt, particularly within Christian

communities. Winner pushes the dialogue beyond the confines of traditional

teachings, advocating for a nuanced understanding of sexuality that

embraces both the spiritual and the physical as interwoven aspects of human

existence.

Winner begins by reflecting on the common struggles many Christians face

regarding sexuality—struggles often rooted in shame, fear, and

misunderstanding. These sentiments are compounded by societal pressures

and a church environment that can feel hostile or overly restrictive. Yet, she

proposes that a shift in perspective can lead to healing and a fuller

appreciation of sexuality as a divine gift. Instead of seeing sexuality solely

as a temptation or potential pitfall, Winner encourages readers to reframe it

as an integral part of their identity and relationship with God.

To move forward, Winner emphasizes the importance of grace, suggesting

that a life of faith should be characterized by an acceptance of human

imperfection. This grace is not a license to engage in reckless behavior but a
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recognition that God’s love encompasses every facet of our lives, including

our sexuality. This perspective allows individuals to embrace their struggles

without becoming defined by them. For instance, consider the case of a

young woman who grew up believing that any sexual desire was sinful.

Through therapy and engaging with communities focusing on a more

compassionate understanding of sexuality, she learns that her feelings are

normal and that she can explore her sexuality within a loving and

faith-oriented framework.

Another critical component of this renewed perspective is the call to redefine

sexual ethics. Winner urges readers to move away from a purely rule-based

mindset often characterized by "dos" and "don'ts". Instead, she highlights the

importance of relational ethics, where the focus shifts to love, consent, and

the well-being of oneself and others. For example, in relationships where

both partners are committed to mutual respect and understanding, the moral

complexity of decisions around sex becomes more manageable. They can

engage in open discussions about their needs and desires, thereby fostering

deeper intimacy and connection.

Additionally, Winner stresses the need for education that integrates faith and

sexuality. By promoting open dialogues within church communities, the

stigma surrounding sexual topics can be alleviated. This means educating

not only about the mechanics of sex but also discussing issues like consent,

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/TiHomYO39Kb


the diversity of sexual orientations, and the importance of emotional health.

Through workshops or facilitated discussions led by well-informed church

leaders, congregations can create safe spaces where individuals feel

empowered to ask questions and share their experiences without fear of

judgment.

Moreover, Winner underscores the role of personal testimony as a powerful

tool in reshaping attitudes towards sexuality in faith contexts. By sharing

personal journeys of struggle and redemption, individuals can help others

see that they are not alone in their experiences and that faith can coexist with

a healthy sexual life. For instance, when a couple openly discusses their

journey through barriers related to sexuality – whether they are trying to

reconcile premarital sex with their beliefs or navigating intimacy after a

traumatic experience – it humanizes the issues at hand, revealing the shared

complexities of faith and sexuality.

In concluding this chapter, Winner calls upon her readers to cultivate a life

that appreciates the beauty of sexuality while remaining rooted in an

authentic relationship with God. She reassures that moving forward does not

mean abandoning faith for personal desires but rather finding a balanced

approach that honors both aspects of one’s identity. Ultimately, by accepting

sexuality as a positive force and integrating this understanding with spiritual

life, individuals can forge deeper relationships—with themselves, with
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others, and with God—allowing them to embrace their full humanity

without fear or guilt.
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