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About the book

Title: Equip Yourself with "On Guard" by William Lane Craig

In an era dominated by skepticism, William Lane Craig’s "On Guard" stands
out as an essential guide for those looking to defend their Christian faith
with confidence. This book skillfully combines thorough philosophical
analysis with clear and accessible language, making complex theological

and existential questions easy to understand for everyone—from newcomers
to seasoned believers.

Craig tackles pivotal issues, including:

- The existence of God

- The problem of suffering

- The historical evidence surrounding Jesus' resurrection

Regardless of whether you're aiming to strengthen your own beliefs or
engage meaningfully in discussions with skeptics, "On Guard" is a powerful
tool designed to equip you with persuasive arguments in favor of
Christianity. Embark on this enlightening intellectual and spiritual journey,

and prepare yourself to defend your faith with clarity and conviction.
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About the author

Profile: William Lane Craig

Occupation: Philosopher, Theologian, Christian Apologist

Experience: Over several decades of scholarly contributionsin philosophy of
religion, theology, and historical studies.

Education:

- Doctora Studiesin Philosophy, University of Birmingham, England

- Doctor of Theology, University of Munich, Germany

Notable Achievements:

- Renowned for defending theism and the Christian faith.

- Engages in global debates and lectures, enhancing public discourse.
- Authored and co-authored numerous influential books, articles, and

academic papers.

| mpact:

- Significant influence in both academic and popular spheres, facilitating a
better public understanding of theological concepts.

- Recognized as aleading figure in contemporary Christian apologetics due
to hisintellectual rigor and ability to communicate complex ideas

effectively.
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1. Under standing the Importance of Apologetics
In Today'sWorld

In an eramarked by skepticism, pluralism, and the rapid dissemination of
information, understanding the importance of apologetics becomes essential
for believers seeking to articulate their faith. Apologetics, derived from the
Greek word "apologia," means defense. It involves providing arational basis
for the Christian faith and responding to objections against it. In today's
world, where doubts about religion are rampant and secular ideologies
dominate public discourse, the discipline of apologetics serves as a crucid
tool for Christians to engage thoughtfully with society, promote dialogue,

and strengthen personal faith.

The need for apologetics has never been greater, especially among younger
generations who grapple with existential questions and moral dilemmas.
Many individuals are seeking answers to profound questions about purpose,
morality, and truth. They are not merely satisfied with dismissive answers
like "just have faith"; they demand reasoning and evidence that support
theological claims. Thisdemand is evident in the rise of atheism and
agnosticism, where rational arguments are often prioritized over religious
beliefs. Thus, apologetics seeks to bridge the gap between faith and reason,
demonstrating that believing in God and the truth of Christianity is not only

rational but also immensely meaningful.
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Understanding the existence and nature of God, one of the cornerstones of
Christian apologetics, relies heavily on rational arguments. Classic
arguments such as the Cosmological Argument, which asserts that
everything that beginsto exist has a cause, point toward an uncaused
cause—God. The Teleological Argument, which posits that the intricate
design seen in the universe suggests an intelligent designer, further
reinforces this understanding. These arguments provide a solid philosophical
foundation that appeals to reason, enabling believers to articulate why they
hold their beliefs while also speaking to the concerns of skeptics.

Additionally, the case for the resurrection of Jesus Christ is a pivotal element
of Christian apologetics. The resurrection is not simply a fundamental tenet
of Christianity; it is backed by historical evidence and has been the subject
of extensive scholarly research. Apologists assert that the historical

reliability of the New Testament, alongside various accounts of Jesus
post-resurrection appearances, provides credible evidence that Jesus did
indeed rise from the dead. This claim has profound implications, as it
validates Jesus' divine authority and the truth of the Christian message. By
effectively presenting this argument, believers can engage both skeptics and
seekersin significant conversations about who Jesus is and why his

resurrection matters.

Moreover, addressing common objectionsto Christian beliefsis central to
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the practice of apologetics. Questions about the problem of evil, the notion
of divine hiddenness, and perceived contradictions in scripture, among
others, can pose serious challenges. Apologists tackle these objections with
careful reasoning and biblical scholarship. For instance, when discussing the
problem of evil, one can argue that the existence of free will allows for
genuine love and moral good, which in turn necessitates the possibility of
evil. Such discussions not only clarify misconceptions but also reassess the

theological narratives that believers hold dear.

In this context, apologetics does not merely serve as adefense of beliefs; it
also facilitates the growth of an authentic faith. It encourages believersto
delve deeper into their convictions, transforming doubt into understanding
and uncertainty into confidence. In adiverse world, where dialogue is
crucial, Christians equipped with apologetic tools can respectfully engage
with differing viewpoints, fostering an environment that appreciates both

faith and reason.

Finally, the harmonious rel ationship between faith and reason is what truly
integrates apol ogetics into the life of abeliever. Faithisnot blind; itis
informed and strengthened by rational inquiry. Engaging with apologetics
empowers individualsto defend their beliefs intelligently and respect others
views while witnessing to the transformative power of the message they

hold. Thus, in aworld constantly shifting under the weight of new ideas and
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challenges, apologetics remains a vital practice for Christians, emphasizing
that belief in God is not only logical but also essential in genuinely

understanding the human experience.
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2. Exploring the Existence and Nature of God:
Rational Arguments

In the quest to understand the existence and nature of God, William Lane
Craig presents a series of rational arguments that serve both as intellectual
foundations for belief in God and as robust responses to secular skepticism.
Craig emphasi zes that these arguments are not merely philosophical
abstractions but are vital to informing our beliefs and enriching our

understanding of the divine.

One of the most famous arguments Craig engages with is the Cosmological
Argument, particularly the Kalam version, which asserts that everything that
beginsto exist has a cause and, because the universe began to exist, it must
have a cause. This argument isrooted in a deeply intuitive understanding of
causality and is supported by contemporary scientific evidence, notably the
Big Bang theory, which suggests the universe had afinite beginning. To
illustrate, if we think of the universe as a vast explosion of space, time, and
matter, we confront the question of what could cause such a colossal event.
Craig posits that the only adequate explanation is an uncaused personal

agent who transcends the universe—God.

Thisleads to another layer of the argument that Craig highlights: the
attributes of this cause. If the cause of the universe is uncaused and timel ess,

it must also be powerful, given its capacity to create all of existence.
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Scholars and philosophers have often debated the implications of this
conclusion. For example, if we delve into the idea of an eternal universe
versus a universe with a beginning, we find philosophical chaos ensues
when we try to posit an eternal series of events that always existed, leading
to the question: how could an infinite past collide with our understanding of

time and change?

Craig also discusses the Teleological Argument, or the argument from
design, which observes that the universe exhibits an extraordinary degree of
order, complexity, and suitability for life. The so-called ‘fine-tuning' of
conditions necessary for life prompts the question: can such precise
conditions arise by mere chance? Here, Craig uses the analogy of a college
admissions process where applicants must meet specific criteriafor
acceptance. Just as the presence of a skilled admissions officer suggests
intentionality behind the selection process, the intricate adjustments in the
physical constants of our universe suggest the hand of awise

designer—God.

Moreover, the Moral Argument is significantly compelling in Craig's
presentation. He posits that objective moral values only exist if God exists.
If we observe the moral fabric of society, there are universal principles, such
as kindness, fairness, and justice, that transcend cultural boundaries. Craig

argues that if morals are merely societal constructs or subjective preferences,
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they lack the authority and weight that we intuitively feel they possess. For
instance, the near-universal condemnation of actions like genocide or torture
transcends cultures, suggesting these moral principles are rooted in a deeper,
perhaps divine, authority. Craig contends that moral truths imply amoral

lawgiver, thus pointing to God as the source of morality.

Craig doesn’t just present these arguments as isolated philosophical
musings; he roots them in the fabric of everyday life and the human
experience. He emphasizes that belief in God cannot be detached from our
existential concerns and the rationality we find innate in our pursuit of truth.
He invites readers to contemplate their own lives: the longing for meaning,
purpose, and justice speaksto areality that is aligned with the existence of a
loving God.

Overdll, Craig's exploration into the existence and nature of God through
rational arguments serves as a bridge between faith and reason. He
masterfully illustrates how these intellectual pursuits not only defend the
Christian faith against skepticism but also invite seekers into a deeper
understanding of God'’ s nature as the cause of the universe, the designer of

life, and the source of moral law.
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3. The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus Christ
as Evidence

In William Lane Craig’ swork "On Guard," he meticulously outlines the case
for the resurrection of Jesus Christ as a central pillar of Christian

apologetics. The resurrection is not merely atheological proposition; it
serves as a historical event that underpins the validity of the Christian faith.
The resurrection of Jesus provides compelling evidence for His divine nature
and the truth of Histeachings, making it critical in the discourse surrounding
the existence of God and the truth of Christianity.

Craig first highlights the historical reliability of the resurrection accountsin
the New Testament, arguing that these texts, composed within a generation
of the events they describe, provide an eyewitness testimony that is
historically credible. One of the key elements in establishing the
resurrection's historicity is the empty tomb. Craig notes that the majority of
New Testament scholars, regardless of their theological inclinations, agree
on the fact that Jesus' tomb was found empty by a group of women on the
Sunday following His crucifixion. This point serves as a powerful starting

point in the argument for the resurrection.

The testimony of women as the first witnesses to the empty tomb is
particularly significant. In a patriarchal society where women's testimonies

were often undervalued, the Gospel accounts reflect an authenticity that
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would be unlikely to be constructed by later followers of Jesus seeking to
legitimize their claims. Craig posits that the inclusion of women as primary
witnesses gives credibility to the resurrection narrative, suggesting that if it
were a fabricated story, it would have made much more sense to attribute the

discovery of the empty tomb to male disciples.

Alongside the empty tomb, Craig presents four minimal facts that most
historians agree upon. First, after His crucifixion, Jesus died and was buried.
Second, on the third day, the tomb was discovered empty. Third, various
individuals and groups reported experiencing post-resurrection appearances
of Jesus. Finaly, the belief in the resurrection emerged very early in the
history of the Church. Craig argues that these facts, when considered

together, lean heavily toward the conclusion that Jesus rose from the dead.

One of the most compelling aspects of Craig's caseis his focus on the
resurrection appearances. He discusses how multiple accounts of Jesus
appearing to different individuals and groups bolster the argument for their
veracity. For example, Paul’ s letters, particularly 1 Corinthians 15:3-8, list
appearances of Jesus to various figures, including Peter and a group of more
than five hundred people at once. Craig highlights how these multiple,
independent, and overlapping witnesses provide a robust foundation for

belief in the resurrection as areal event.
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Furthermore, the transformation of the disciples from individuals who were
fearful and disheartened after Jesus death to bold proclaimers of His
resurrection is presented as a powerful argument for the resurrection's truth.
Historical accounts reveal that nearly all of the apostles faced persecution
and, in many cases, martyrdom for their beliefs. It is unlikely they would
have done so for a belief they knew to be false. Craig posits that the most
plausible explanation for this dramatic shift is that the disciples truly

encountered the risen Christ.

Additionally, Craig addresses the aternative explanations that critics have
proposed over the decades, such as the conspiracy theory (the disciples
conspired to steal the body), the swoon theory (Jesus didn't actually die on
the cross), or the hallucination hypothesis (the disciples only imagined
seeing the risen Jesus). Craig systematically dismantles each of these
theories, showing that they either rest on implausible premises or cannot
adequately explain the facts surrounding the resurrection. For instance, the
conspiracy theory failsto account for the radical change in the disciples
behavior and the unlikelihood of them enduring persecution for a fabricated
belief.

In conclusion, Craig’ s reasoning leads to a formidable case for the
resurrection of Jesus Christ as evidence of divine intervention and the truth

of Christianity. The resurrection stands as a historical claim that, through
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reasonable analysis of the available evidence, presents a credible affirmation
of faith that has profound implications. The resurrection not only signifies
salvation and hope for believers but also serves as a critical argument

supporting the existence of a personal, active God in history.
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4. Addressing Common Objectionsto Christian
Beliefs with Reason

In the pursuit of understanding and defending the Christian faith, it is
inevitable to encounter various objections. These objections often stem from
misunderstandings, misconceptions, or alternative worldviews that challenge
the core tenets of Christianity. Addressing these objections rationally and
thoughtfully is crucial in apologetics, asit not only strengthens the believer's

faith but also serves as a compelling witness to skeptics.

One common objection relates to the problem of evil. Many skeptics ask
how aloving and omnipotent God can allow suffering and evil in the world.
This question strikes at the heart of human experience since suffering is an
inescapable reality. Craig argues that the existence of evil does not negate
God's existence but rather highlights the importance of human free will. If
God were to prevent all instances of suffering, he would have to take away
our ability to choose, thereby eliminating genuine love and moral growth.
For instance, consider a parent who allows their child to face challenges to
develop resilience. In thisway, God’ s allowance of suffering can be viewed

as ameans to foster spiritual and moral growth in humanity.

Another significant objection isthe claim that faith in God isirrational or
that it requires aleap into the dark. Critics often argue that belief should only
be based on empirical evidence. Craig counters this by positing that faith and
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reason are not mutually exclusive; rather, they can coexist harmonioudly. He
highlights that we often believe in things that we cannot see or scientifically
prove, such aslove or justice. Moreover, some of the greatest scientific
minds throughout history held deep religious convictions. For instance, Sir
|saac Newton and Albert Einstein, though they approached the universe
from a scientific perspective, expressed a sense of wonder at the world that
echoed their spiritual beliefs.

Another objection is the unigueness and historicity of Jesus Christ. Some
argue that Jesus was just one among many messianic figures or that his
resurrection is amyth influenced by similar stories from other cultures.
Craig tackles this by presenting the evidence for the resurrection, which
remains the most plausible explanation for the historical data we possess. He
emphasizes the empty tomb, the various appearances of Jesus
post-resurrection, and the transformation of the disciples from terrified
followers to bold proclaimers of the Gospel. This radical change is difficult
to explain if the resurrection did not occur contrary to claims that such

accounts are mere mythology.

Moreover, the argument from nonbelief raises the question of why God does
not make His existence more apparent. If He desires all people to cometo
faith, why are there those who do not believe? Craig suggests that God's

desire for agenuine relationship with humanity involves allowing the
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possibility of nonbelief. By providing evidence and allowing for doubt, God
respects human autonomy. He likens this to a romantic relationship where
one partner does not force love upon the other, recognizing that true love

must be chosen freely.

Additionally, objections may stem from scientific advancements, as some
assert that science has rendered belief in God obsolete. However, it is
important to distinguish between methodological naturalism, whichisa
scientific approach that investigates the natural world, and philosophical
naturalism, which posits that only the natural world exists. Craig argues that
science, especially quantum physics, raises profound questions about the
nature of reality that can be more compatible with the existence of a
transcendent creator rather than against it. This stance opens up a dialogue
about the limits of scientific inquiry and the existence of metaphysical

realities that science does not account for.

Lastly, the moral argument presents a formidable counter to atheistic
objections. Atheists often find it challenging to ground morality in a purely
naturalistic worldview. Craig asserts that if objective moral values exist,
then God must exist as their source. Without God, moral values become
subjective, dependent on individual or societal preferences, which can lead
to moral relativism. This point can be illustrated through discussions on

human rights; if morality is subjective, one is hard-pressed to argue against
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any action, however heinous, if it is accepted by a particular societal norm.

In summary, engaging with the common objections to Christian beliefs
through reasoned arguments not only fortifies the believer's faith but also
opens avenues for dialogue with skeptics. By illustrating the compatibility of
faith and reason, addressing the problem of evil, the historicity of Jesus, the
challenges posed by nonbelief, and the implications of scientific discoveries,
Craig highlights a comprehensive understanding of apologetics. This
approach ultimately aims to lead others to a thoughtful reflection on their
beliefs, expanding the discourse surrounding faith and its place in

contemporary society.
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5. Bringing It All Together: The Role of Faith
and Reason

In the culmination of William Lane Craig's arguments within "On Guard,"
the synthesis of faith and reason emerges as a central theme, underscoring
both their individual significance and their interdependent relationship
within the practice of apologetics. In an age rife with skepticism and
intellectual uncertainty, the dialogue between faith and reason becomes not
just pertinent but essential for understanding Christian beliefs and for
engaging in meaningful discourse about God, Jesus, and the Christian

worldview.

Faith, as Craig elucidates, is not an irrational leap into the void but rather a
trust grounded in evidence and experience. While faith expresses a
deep-seated belief in the divine and the truths of Christianity, it isinformed
and buttressed by rational thought. Simply put, faith goes hand in hand with

reason—each reinforcing the other in the believer's journey.

For instance, Craig systematically explores rational arguments for the
existence of God, such as the cosmological argument, which posits that
everything that begins to exist has a cause, and that the Universe began to
exist, hence it must have a cause—typically identified as God. This rational
argument provides a sturdy foundation for faith, leading believersto trust in

acreator who not only initiates existence but is also revealed in history.
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Similarly, Craig delvesinto the resurrection of Jesus Christ, presenting it as
a pivotal event substantiated by historical evidence. The resurrection does
not merely serve as atheological claim but as ahistorical fact upon which
the entirety of the Christian faith rests. For believers, the resurrection serves
as a profound assurance that their faith is not in vain—it is based on concrete
historical evidence. Craig argues that the historical appearances of the
resurrected Jesus, coupled with the transformation observed in his disciples

and the emergence of the early church, provide a reasonable basis for faith.

Moreover, addressing common objections to Christian beliefs, Craig
emphasizes that reason is atool not just for defending faith but also for
revealing its robustness. He tackles misconceptions regarding the violencein
the Old Testament, the problem of evil, and supposed contradictions within
scripture. Each objection is met with a reasoned response that not only
defends Christian doctrines but also invites deeper exploration of the faith
itself. Historical and philosophical contexts are explored, showing how faith

withstands scrutiny through rational analysis.

The interplay of faith and reason becomes particularly evident in Craig's
ultimate assertion that belief in God transcends simple intellectual
acknowledgment; it is a commitment that encompasses love, trust, and

existential hope. This holistic understanding equips Christians not just to
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defend their faith to skeptics but to articulate their beliefs authentically to

themsalves and to others.

In conclusion, Craig illuminates faith and reason as partnersin abeliever’s
life. Faith provides the subjective conviction and relationship with the
divine, while reason offers the objective, rational frameworks that validate
that faith. Together, they allow believers to construct a beliefs system that
stands firm against doubts and objections, fostering a robust spiritual life.
Thejourney of faith is not devoid of rational inquiry; rather, it is enriched
through such engagement. Ultimately, Craig encourages readers to embrace
this dynamic interplay, equipping themselves with both trust and evidence as
they engage with the world around them.
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