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About the book

Experience Life's Rollercoaster with Lisa Scottoline  

"My Nest Isn't Empty, It Just Has More Closet Space" invites you to journey

through life's unpredictable moments alongside the talented Lisa Scottoline.

This collection of essays is infused with sharp wit and profound insights,

creating a unique blend of humor and heartfelt reflection.  

As you read, you'll encounter the bittersweet truths of post-nesting

life—perfect for those who are pursuing their dreams, cherishing small joys,

or yearning for connection amid family chaos. Each page of this book

unfolds a vibrant tapestry of life’s beautiful messiness.  

Get ready to laugh, ponder, and perhaps even carve out a bit of your own

cherished space!
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About the author

Author Spotlight: Lisa Scottoline

Background: Lisa Scottoline is a celebrated New York Times bestselling

author, recognized for her engaging storytelling that delves into themes of

family and the intricacies of the human experience.

Education: She holds a Juris Doctor degree from the University of

Pennsylvania Law School. Before embracing her writing career, Scottoline

practiced law.

Career Transition: Scottoline's shift from the legal field to full-time writing

has led her to achieve significant accolades, including the esteemed Edgar

Award for mystery writing.

Literary Works: Her diverse bibliography features works in multiple genres

such as legal thrillers, contemporary fiction, and memoirs. Notably, she

often collaborates with her daughter, Francesca Serritella.

Writing Style: Renowned for her humor, warmth, and approachable writing

style, Scottoline has cultivated a loyal readership.

Community Engagement: Beyond her writing, she actively participates in
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the literary community through numerous speaking engagements and

contributes regularly to The Philadelphia Inquirer.
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My Nest Isn't Empty, It Just Has More Closet
Space Summary Chapter List

1. Chapter 1: Embracing the Changes of a Nest Left Behind 

2. Chapter 2: Discovering New Passions and Pursuits After Parenthood 

3. Chapter 3: The Joys and Challenges of Empty Nest Syndrome 
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1. Chapter 1: Embracing the Changes of a Nest
Left Behind

In the first chapter of "My Nest Isn't Empty, It Just Has More Closet Space,"

Lisa Scottoline takes readers on an emotional journey through the landscape

of parenting as children transition into independence. This chapter addresses

the bittersweet reality many parents face: the empty nest syndrome.

Scottoline approaches the topic of an empty nest with warmth and honesty,

inviting readers to reflect on the changes that come with children leaving

home. She emphasizes that while the house may feel quieter and the days

different, this shift can also represent a new era full of opportunities. It’s

about embracing the new normal rather than focusing solely on the loss.

The author recounts her own experiences, weaving personal anecdotes with

relatable humor. For instance, she shares a story about her daughter leaving

for college, detailing both the poignant farewell and her own mixed

emotions that ranged from pride to sadness. This duality of

feelings—excitement for the child’s new adventures alongside a deep sense

of loss—is something many parents can relate to. The emotional tapestry

Scottoline crafts allows readers to see that while the physical nest may be

emptying, the heart can still feel full with memories and love.

An important aspect of the chapter is how Scottoline encourages parents to

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/TiHomYO39Kb


acknowledge their feelings. She points out that it’s perfectly normal to

grieve the changes, to miss the daily interactions, and to feel a sense of

emptiness when the children depart. However, she quickly counters this by

insisting on the need to shift perspectives; she suggests that this is a time for

self-exploration and growth. The author emphasizes the importance of

redefining one’s identity post-parenthood, suggesting that this can be a time

to discover new hobbies, reconnect with old friends, or even explore

passions that had been shelved during the parenting years.

Scottoline also discusses the concept of clearing out the physical space

occupied by their children. As the parents start to remove clutter—think

toys, clothes, and other items that remind them of the past—they are also

symbolically making room for new experiences, interests, and possibilities.

She argues that this process shouldn’t merely be about loss; rather, it should

be celebrated as an opportunity to create a home that reflects the current

stage of life.

To illustrate this point, she shares experiences of friends who transformed

their children’s former rooms into studios, guest rooms, or personal libraries.

One friend of hers created a yoga space in her daughter’s former bedroom,

which not only represented a new beginning but also contributed to personal

well-being and happiness. These transformations serve as a metaphor for the

evolution that parents can undertake themselves—leaving behind the old and
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stepping into a future filled with potential.

Ultimately, Chapter 1 lays the foundation for the rest of the book, framing

the empty nest not as a sorrowful end but as an evolving journey.

Scottoline’s message encourages readers to embrace the changes,

acknowledge their mixed emotions, and view this life transition through a

lens of opportunity and possibility. By sharing her experiences and

reflections, she invites others to embark on a path toward personal

reinvention and fulfillment, reassuring them that home doesn’t lose its

meaning when it becomes less crowded. Instead, it simply has more space

for new dreams and adventures.
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2. Chapter 2: Discovering New Passions and
Pursuits After Parenthood

As Lisa Scottoline navigates through the experience of an empty nest, she

deftly illustrates the myriad opportunities that parenthood’s conclusion

brings, particularly through the lens of self-discovery. Chapter 2, titled

"Discovering New Passions and Pursuits After Parenthood," encapsulates

the transformative journey that many parents embark upon once their

children have transitioned into independence. This chapter focuses on the

inviting landscapes of personal growth that open up when one is no longer

occupied with the day-to-day responsibilities of parenting.

In the absence of the children, Lisa reflects on the sense of liberation that

can wash over a parent. After years of dedicating life to a family routine

which primarily revolves around children’s needs and schedules, she

emphasizes the incredible potential for rediscovery that lies waiting. No

longer bound by the constraints of school runs, extracurricular activities, or

family dinners, parents suddenly have the freedom to invest time back into

themselves. This realization can be both exhilarating and daunting.

To exemplify the possibilities that unfold, Scottoline shares her own journey

into pursuing long-neglected interests. She gives a candid overview of her

once-beloved hobbies—like reading for pleasure or writing

creatively—which had taken a backseat during her years of active parenting.
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Readers can see themselves in her reflections as she describes grabbing her

pen and notebook after years of letting those passions gather dust, as if

awakening from a long slumber. 

The author does not shy away from highlighting the myriad new hobbies

parents might consider. From painting classes to learning the guitar, or even

venturing into cooking exotic cuisines, the world becomes a canvas for

exploration. Lisa emphasizes that this is a pivotal time not just for

self-indulgence but for re-engaging with one's own identity and interests

apart from being a parent. This is a period when one can finally create

personal goals that once seemed impossible amid the chaos of family life.

Lisa passionately discusses how it is never too late to cultivate new skills or

revisit long-lost passions. Several inspiring anecdotes illuminate this point,

such as a friend of hers who, after her children left home, embraced her love

for photography and started a successful blog showcasing her work. Another

woman she knows had always dreamed of learning to dance; with her kids

gone, she finally enrolled in dance classes, eventually becoming a prominent

figure in her local dance community.

These personal stories serve as beacons of encouragement, illustrating that it

is entirely normal—and indeed rewarding—to shift focus from familial

obligations towards nurturing individual passions. Lisa underscores the
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importance of surrounding oneself with a supportive community that

encourages these pursuits. She reveals how friendships can flourish anew

based on shared interests or classes taken, transforming what might have

initially felt like loneliness into a vibrant social network full of creative and

intellectual companionship.

Additionally, Scottoline touches upon the psychological aspects of

discovering new passions. With the emotional weight of parenting now

lightened, individuals often find themselves more open to exploring their

feelings, desires, and even their areas of expertise. This reconnection with

one's passions often leads to enhanced self-esteem and fulfillment. For

example, she brings attention to research indicating that engaging in

activities that bring joy can significantly improve mental health by fostering

a sense of achievement and purpose.  

In this chapter, Scottoline highlights that while the empty nest may signal

the end of a chapter in life, it simultaneously marks the beginning of a new

and exciting book. It’s an invitation for parents to not only embrace their

newfound freedom but to actively explore the passions that make their hearts

sing. Discovering new pursuits after parenthood isn’t just about filling up

one’s time; it’s about reconnecting with oneself. In doing so, parents can

find joy and fulfillment, allowing them to flourish as individuals while still

cherishing the love they hold for their children.
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3. Chapter 3: The Joys and Challenges of
Empty Nest Syndrome

As parents stand at the precipice of an empty nest, they are met with a

tapestry of emotions woven from joy and sorrow, relief and nostalgia. This

multifaceted phenomenon, often labeled as "Empty Nest Syndrome,"

encapsulates the profound transition many parents face when their children

leave home for college, careers, or independent living. Lisa Scottoline paints

a vivid picture of this stage in life, celebrating the joyful aspects while also

acknowledging the nuanced challenges that arise when the bustling

household transforms into a quieter space.

The joys of an empty nest are numerous. For many parents, the newfound

tranquility offers a much-needed respite from the frenetic pace of family life.

The once-chaotic mornings give way to leisurely breakfasts, and the din of

teenage arguments is replaced by the gentle rhythms of solitude. This shift

can provide an extraordinary opportunity for self-reflection and growth.

With children no longer occupying the living room or commandeering the

family calendar, parents often find the space they need to rekindle their

passions and hobbies.

Take, for instance, the story of Julie, a mother of three who once dedicated

her life to their sports schedules and school events. When her youngest left

for college, she discovered that she had both the time and the energy to
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pursue her long-held dream of painting. With each brushstroke, Julie not

only rekindled her passion but also transformed her emotional landscape,

filling her home with vibrant art and her life with renewed purpose. This

example underscores the notion that while the nest may be empty, it also

becomes a canvas for personal expression and rebirth.

However, the challenges of adjusting to an empty nest can feel

overwhelming. Many parents confront feelings of loss and grief, mourning

the days when their homes were filled with the laughter and chaos of

children. They may grapple with an identity crisis as they transition from the

roles of caregiver and authority figure to that of an empty nester. The

absence of children can leave a gaping hole in daily routines, leading to

feelings of loneliness and disconnection. Scottoline emphasizes that it is

essential for parents to acknowledge these feelings rather than suppress

them. 

For example, Mark, whose only daughter moved across the country for a

new job, initially found himself struggling with overwhelming loneliness.

The weekends that were once filled with father-daughter outings became

long and quiet. He missed the everyday interactions that he had taken for

granted. Through this process, Mark realized that addressing these feelings

was crucial. He initiated regular video calls with his daughter, began

participating in community activities, and even started a book club. By
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taking these steps, he learned to combat loneliness and forge a new sense of

self outside of parenting, balancing the joys of his daughter’s independence

with the challenges of missing her.

Moreover, the empty nest experience often sparks a deeper emotional

reckoning within couples. Partners may find themselves rediscovering each

other as they navigate this new phase of life together. Lisa Scottoline

highlights that for many couples, this can be a thrilling time—a chance to

reconnect, travel, or engage in new interests as a duo, free from the

distractions of parenting. However, for others, the transition may unveil

previously masked issues within their relationship. Couples who centered

their identities around their children may need to navigate how they relate to

one another when the kids are gone. 

The empty nest can serve as a litmus test for a relationship; it proves to be a

time of reckoning that either strengthens the bond between partners or

reveals cracks that demand attention. Open communication, sharing dreams,

and mutual support become vital in facing both the joys and challenges

associated with this transition. 

In essence, Chapter 3 encapsulates the dual nature of Empty Nest Syndrome,

reminding readers that while this transition heralds the joy of newfound

freedom and self-exploration, it is equally a time to address the inherent
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challenges it brings. Acknowledging the intricate dance between joy and

sorrow can provide parents with a pathway to navigate this life stage,

allowing them to embrace the empty nest as an opportunity for growth while

preserving cherished memories of their children’s formative years.
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4. Chapter 4: Finding Connection in Solitude:
Family Bonds Redefined

In this chapter of "My Nest Isn't Empty, It Just Has More Closet Space,"

Lisa Scottoline delves into the profound transformations that come with

embracing solitude, particularly as children grow up and the dynamics of

family life shift. The author reflects on how the empty nest experience

reshapes relationships, fostering deeper connections that often go unnoticed

in the midst of busyness and familial obligations.

Scottoline begins by examining the initial feelings of loneliness that

accompany an empty nest. Parents often feel a stark void as children move

out, taking with them not only their physical presence but also the daily

rhythms and interactions that once defined family life. However, rather than

wallow in that silence, Scottoline advocates for an exploration of what it

means to find connection in solitude. She compellingly articulates how this

newfound quietude can become a fertile ground for reflection, reconnection,

and personal growth.

A central theme of this chapter is the redefinition of family bonds in light of

solitude. Scottoline shares her own experiences of realizing how much she

had relied on her children's presence to bring joy and meaning to her life. As

they began to leave home, she felt a disconnection that pushed her to

reevaluate her role as a mother and as an individual. This reevaluation
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process led her to understand that the essence of familial love does not

diminish with distance; rather, it transforms and can deepen in unexpected

ways. 

For example, Scottoline discusses the process of reaching out to her adult

children in new ways—through texts, video calls, and planned visits that

now carry the weight of intentionality. She highlights how these interactions

became less about daily supervision and more about shared experiences and

emotions. Instead of the traditional advice-giving role, she found herself

listening more intently and engaging with her children's lives as equals

rather than guides. This transformation illustrates how solitude allows

parents to step back and view their children as individuals with their own

journeys, fostering a richer, more authentic family dynamic.

Scottoline also explores the broader implications of solitude on family

relationships—not just with children, but with partners, friends, and

extended family. With more room to breathe, many parents find they can

rekindle friendships that had dwindled during the busy years of raising

children. Scottoline shares anecdotes of her own reinvigorated friendships,

noting how these relationships flourished with shared dinners, outings, and

mutual support. Such connections remind readers that relationships can

evolve and deepen at any stage of life, often blossoming in the quiet spaces

left behind by more intense familial commitments.
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Additionally, Scottoline invites readers to consider the importance of

self-connection as a foundation for family ties. She discusses engaging in

solo activities and hobbies that were previously sidelined due to parenting

duties. Whether it’s pursuing a long-lost passion for painting, joining a book

club, or taking classes, these pursuits help parents rediscover their identities

outside of their roles as caregivers. This self-exploration aligns with the

notion that as individuals become happier and more fulfilled, the quality of

their relationships with family members can improve significantly.

By emphasizing the complex layers of familial connections that emerge in

solitude, Scottoline reassures readers that while change can be daunting, it

also opens doors to richer interactions. The chapter concludes with a sense

of hope, encouraging parents to view the empty nest not as a loss, but as an

opportunity to cultivate stronger bonds and find joy in new beginnings. In

doing so, she champions solitude as not just an absence, but a space filled

with possibility—a chance to rediscover love in its most authentic and

profound forms.
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5. Chapter 5: Celebrating New Beginnings and
the Liberating Closet Space

In "My Nest Isn't Empty, It Just Has More Closet Space," Lisa Scottoline

paints a vivid picture of what it means to transition into a new chapter of

life, especially when it comes to celebrating fresh starts and making peace

with the physical space that has shifted in our homes and, often, in our

hearts. 

Chapter 5 emphasizes the transformations that come with newfound

freedom, particularly after the children have moved out and homes have lost

their youthful chaos. Scottoline encapsulates this experience, telling readers

that empty nests do not symbolize loss but rather liberate us to embrace new

beginnings filled with possibilities.  

One key narrative thread in this chapter revolves around the act of clearing

out old belongings, which serves as a metaphor for letting go of past

attachments and preparing for new adventures. Scottoline encourages us to

view our closets not just as storage spaces for infrequently used items but as

opportunities for renewal. She reflects on the joy of opening a closet door

and discovering shelves that can now showcase new interests, hobbies, or

decorations that better reflect current tastes. 

For example, Scottoline recounts her personal experience of clearing out her
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children's rooms after they’ve moved out. Initially overwhelmed by a sense

of nostalgia and reluctance to toss items away—those old toys, art projects,

and piles of clothes that held memories—she eventually realizes that those

objects need not linger anymore. As she donates, recycles, or repurposes

these items, a sense of liberation grips her. Not only does she free up

physical space in her home, but she also creates emotional space for new

experiences. 

The transition from clutter to clarity is emphasized through the release and

reorganization of this area in her home. She finds comfort and empowerment

in knowing that while her children embark on their lives, she too must

embark on her own journey, one that can include far more than the routine of

family life. This reshaping of her environment signifies both a literal and

metaphorical fresh start—clearing out the past makes room for new

memories and adventures.

Scottoline also introduces the idea that the physical act of decluttering can

have significant emotional benefits. Each bag of clothes donated or each

drawer organized contributes to a cathartic process of emotional release. It’s

about more than just physical space; it’s about making peace with the past.

The newfound empty spaces are representative of opportunities that lie

ahead. For many, this could be the perfect time to engage in activities that

were once put on hold due to the demands of parenting. She highlights how
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empty spaces can ignite inspiration—the desire to paint a room, take up

gardening, or travel can flourish in the openness left behind.

The chapter closes by celebrating these liberating moments, where the

emptiness of the nest becomes a symbol of opportunity rather than despair.

The clean, uncluttered closets mirror a fresh outlook on life, allowing

readers to embrace the exciting prospects that lie ahead. Scottoline reminds

us that it’s vital to mark these new beginnings with joy, whether that means

starting a new hobby, welcoming new relationships, or simply savoring a

cup of coffee without interruption, in a serene space that reflects one’s

evolving self.  

In conclusion, Chapter 5 stands as a poignant affirmation of the beauty in

change. It underscores the need to celebrate successes, let go of old items,

and welcome the refreshing prospects that accompany an empty nest.

Scottoline invites readers to recognize that the act of cleaning out one’s

closet goes hand in hand with redefining one’s identity, offering a unique

opportunity to embrace the bright future just around the corner.
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