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About the book

Book Overview: My Name Is Selma  

In her memoir *My Name Is Selma*, Selma van de Perre invites readers on

a journey through the challenging realms of her life as a Jewish resistance

fighter during the Holocaust. The book illustrates the stark realities she faced

and showcases the remarkable resilience of the human spirit amidst

treacherous conditions.  

As we follow Selma’s transformation from a naive teenager into a

determined member of the Dutch resistance, we are drawn into her

experiences of infiltrating Nazi operations and her daily confrontations with

danger. Her story stands as a powerful testament to unwavering bravery,

highlighting a relentless quest for freedom during one of history's darkest

periods.  

With profound honesty and a captivating narrative style, van de Perre not

only recounts significant historical events but also provides a personal lens

into her struggles for survival and the quest for her identity. This memoir

urges readers to reflect on the lessons from the past, emphasizing the

importance of remembering history.  

Reading *My Name Is Selma* transcends a mere historical exploration; it is

an intimate experience that connects readers to the enduring human will to

overcome adversity and the monumental influence an individual can exert

upon the world.
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About the author

Profile: Selma van de Perre

- Birth Name: Selma Velleman  

- Birth Year: 1922  

- Nationality: Dutch  

Background:  

Selma van de Perre, a celebrated author and Holocaust survivor, has shared

her incredible life journey with audiences worldwide.  

Notable Actions during WWII:  

- Active in the Dutch resistance during World War II  

- Operated under the alias "Marga van der Kuit"  

- Engaged in high-risk missions to oppose Nazi rule  

Post-War Experiences:  

- Arrested and deported to Ravensbrück concentration camp  

- Exhibited remarkable resilience and bravery during her confinement  

Career After the War:  

After the war, Selma relocated to the United Kingdom, where she made

significant contributions as both an educator and journalist.  

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/TiHomYO39Kb


Published Work:  

- Title: "My Name Is Selma"  

- Content: A memoir detailing her traumatic experiences during the war,

highlighting her courage and her commitment to educating others about

history's lessons.  

Legacy:  

Selma van de Perre’s narrative not only reflects her indomitable spirit but

also serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of resilience in the face

of adversity.
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Written by Listenbrief
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1. The Early Years: Growing Up in a Jewish
Family During WWII

Selma van de Perre's childhood was indelibly marked by the complexities of

being raised in a Jewish family during one of the darkest periods in modern

history: World War II. Born in 1926 in the vibrant city of Amsterdam,

Netherlands, Selma was surrounded by a loving family that embraced their

Jewish traditions and culture. However, the world outside was changing

rapidly and unfavorably for Jews, transforming Selma's formative years into

a perilous journey.

As the Nazi regime rose to power, the atmosphere in Dutch society became

increasingly oppressive. Selma recalls the subtle yet palpable shifts that

foreshadowed the impending doom. The friendly, multicultural environment

of her early childhood shifted dramatically with the enforcement of

anti-Semitic laws. Jews faced growing discrimination and violence,

culminating in the dire experiences of being isolated from communities,

removed from schools, and stripped of basic rights and freedoms. 

Selma's family, like many others, initially clung to the hope that the situation

would improve and that the Nazi threats seemed distant. However, as the

German troops occupied the Netherlands in 1940, these hopes were dashed.

By the time Selma turned thirteen, she was acutely aware of the risks her

family confronted daily. She witnessed the harrowing consequences of the
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occupation: the disappearance of friends and neighbors, raids on Jewish

households, and the unsettling presence of collaborators who betrayed

fellow citizens. 

Despite the terror that enveloped her, Selma's early years were also marked

by resilience and the deep bonds of family. She vividly remembers her

mother's determination to instill a sense of normalcy amid chaos, ensuring

that her children's Jewish practices continued, even if in secret. Family

gatherings, albeit fraught with underlying tension, exemplified their strong

familial ties. The joyful yet bittersweet celebration of holidays became acts

of defiance against the Nazi regime, an assertion of identity and faith that no

oppressive force could take away. 

Yet, in 1942, the fears materialized into brutal reality when the Nazis began

the systematic deportation of Jews to concentration camps. Selma’s family

faced imminent danger, forcing them into an unimaginable choice: to hide or

to risk capture. The harrowing moment of separation from loved ones

became a terrifying chapter in Selma’s life. At just sixteen years old, she and

her mother went into hiding, reliant on the bravery of non-Jewish friends

willing to risk their safety for their sake. 

During this clandestine existence, Selma grappled with fear and uncertainty,

caught between the survival instinct that haunted her every thought and the
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flickering embers of hope that sprang from the depths of despair. The

everyday simplicity of being a teenager was forgotten, replaced by the grim

realities of survival. Selma often reminisces about the simplicity of her

childhood: playing games, attending school, and dreaming of the future—a

stark contrast to the clandestine world she was forced into. 

Living in constant fear of exposure, Selma and her mother learned to

navigate the ever-present dangers of their hidden life. They relied on secret

compartments in homes, the kindness of strangers, and the power of

community networks. These connections became lifelines, enabling them to

evade the grasp of the Nazis for a time. However, it was not just physical

survival that became paramount; Selma’s mental fortitude was tested as she

struggled to maintain her dignity and humanity in such harsh conditions. 

Amidst the uncertainty and fear, Selma's early years fashioned a landscape

of her identity. Her experiences, although harsh and frightening, further

forged her resilience. It was the love for her family and the support of a few

brave individuals that became the foundation of her survival instincts,

helping her endure the horrors of the Holocaust.

The foundations laid during those tumultuous years in hiding played a

pivotal role in Selma’s journey throughout the Holocaust and beyond. The

challenges she faced as a young Jewish girl shaped her understanding of
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survival, family, hope, and the relentless pursuit of freedom, which would

echo through the heart of her story as her life unfolded.
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2. An Extraordinary Journey: Surviving the
Holocaust and Its Harsh Realities

Selma van de Perre’s journey through the Holocaust is not only a testament

to her fortitude but also a harrowing account of survival amidst the abyss of

human cruelty. During World War II, as the Nazi regime implemented their

genocidal policies, Selma, born into a Jewish family, faced an unimaginable

reality that shattered her childhood innocence and forced her into a fight for

her very existence.  

 

Selma’s early years were characterized by the rich cultural tapestry of her

Jewish heritage, filled with tradition, family gatherings, and the warmth of

her community. However, as the war escalated and anti-Jewish laws

tightened their grip on society, the once vibrant atmosphere morphed into

one of fear and uncertainty. The Nazis’ systematic approach to eradicating

the Jewish population meant that families like Selma’s were increasingly at

risk, and she soon found herself wrestling with the harsh realities of being

hunted. 

 

As the war broke out, Selma experienced the immediate ramifications of

banned activities such as attending school, socialization, or even simple acts

of joy— all stripped away by the looming threat of the Nazi regime. The

horrors intensified, leading to the forced separation from her parents as they

sought to evade the insatiable hunts of the Nazis. This tore apart her world,
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plunging her into a journey filled with dread, loneliness, and an instinctual

drive to survive. 

 

Selma’s story is one of courageous choices amid chaos. She learned to

navigate the perilous landscapes of Europe, relying on the kindness of

strangers and the memory of those who suffered alongside her. In various

hiding places, she witnessed firsthand the heartbreaking consequences of

betrayal and fear. Through secretive encounters and moving from one safe

haven to another, Selma clung to the flickering hope of survival while facing

the very real possibility of capture and death.  

 

A pivotal moment in Selma’s tale occurred when she was forced to live in

hiding for extended periods. She had to adapt quickly to the full spectrum of

human emotion— dejection, despair, but also the resilience that comes from

fighting against the odds. The harsh realities of war also revealed the

capacity for human kindness as well; some individuals risked their own lives

to protect Jews like Selma, demonstrating that, amidst darkness, there were

sparks of light through bravery and humanity.  

 

Selma managed to avoid capture time and again through a combination of

intuitive decision-making, sheer luck, and the benevolence of those who

believed in acts of resistance against the Nazi regime. Yet the emotional

scars of this period ran deep—a relentless sense of insecurity and fear that
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could turn any moment into an irreversible tragedy. 

 

Ultimately, the extraordinary journey of Selma van de Perre serves as a

powerful reminder of the extremities of the human spirit when pushed to the

limits. Her survival was not just a matter of physical endurance; it was a

complex interplay of moral choices, the fight against despair, and enduring

faith in a future that, at times, seemed irretrievably dark. Selma’s narrative is

intertwined with the collective grief of countless others who faced similar

experiences, lending her voice to those who were silenced. Each detail of her

extraordinary journey illustrates the indomitable will to survive, the

unfathomable depths of loss, and the heartbreaking realizations of what it

means to be part of a persecuted community throughout one of history’s

darkest chapters.
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3. Reflections on Resilience: Life After the War
and Rebuilding

The end of World War II marked not just the cessation of hostilities, but it

also ushered in a new era for survivors like Selma van de Perre. The

psychological and emotional toll of the war lingered, casting a long shadow

over the lives of those who had endured the unimaginable horrors of the

Holocaust. For Selma, the journey of rebuilding her life after the war was

fraught with challenges, reflecting the deep scars left by her experiences but

also showcasing an extraordinary resilience that became the cornerstone of

her identity.

Upon liberation, Selma found herself navigating a world transformed, yet

fraught with the remnants of destruction and despair. The immediate

post-war period was marked by a profound sense of loss; her family, her

childhood home, and a way of life that had been obliterated. In many ways,

she was a stranger in the very land she once called home. The struggle to

make sense of this new reality was not merely about physical survival but

also the arduous task of emotional and psychological healing.

Resilience emerged as a recurring theme in Selma's post-war life. She

understood that survival was not merely a fact of being alive, but of finding

a reason to live beyond the trauma endured. It was about rebuilding her

identity amidst loss and despair. Selma’s courage to embrace this struggle
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can be illustrated through her determination to reconnect with her Jewish

heritage and community, which had been drastically altered during the war.

This act of reclaiming her identity was not only cathartic but also a vital step

toward healing. In joining community gatherings, attending religious

services, and sharing her experiences, she cultivated a sense of belonging

that was essential for her recovery.

Selma’s journey did not stop at personal healing. She recognized the

importance of collective memory and the necessity to educate others about

the Holocaust, ensuring that the atrocities of the past were not forgotten. Her

decision to speak out and share her story became an avenue for resilience; it

transformed her personal pain into a powerful message of hope and survival.

In doing so, Selma not only honored her own past but also gave a voice to

those who could no longer speak for themselves. This commitment to

sharing her story illustrates resilience on both personal and communal

levels—transforming trauma into a tool for education and awareness.

The rebuilding process also necessitated redefining what family and

community meant to Selma post-war. Having experienced the devastation of

losing loved ones, she sought relationships and connections that could fill

the void. This led her to embrace a diverse group of friends and mentors who

shared similar experiences of loss and resilience. Together, they formed a

new kind of family—one built on shared memories rather than blood ties.
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Selma’s ability to forge these connections is a testament to the human

spirit’s capacity to seek out love and support even in the aftermath of

overwhelming heartache.

Moreover, Selma faced external societal challenges as she re-entered a world

that was slowly recovering from war. The landscape of post-war Europe was

complex, with many grappling with the ramifications of complicity and guilt

surrounding the Holocaust. Yet, Selma met these challenges with

unwavering resolve, advocating for the rights of survivors and participating

in initiatives aimed at rebuilding communities shattered by hate. Her actions

served as a reminder that resilience requires not only personal strength but

also a commitment to advocacy and social justice.

In conclusion, Selma van de Perre's life after the war embodies a profound

narrative of resilience and recovery. It reflects the human capacity to endure

and rebuild, even after experiencing profound loss and suffering. Through

reclamation of identity, community connection, and a dedication to sharing

her story, Selma transformed the legacy of her trauma into a beacon of hope

for future generations. Her journey illustrates that resilience is not just about

surviving; it is about thriving in the aftermath of adversity, becoming a

source of inspiration to others navigating their own paths to healing.
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4. A Voice for the Voiceless: My Mission to
Educate About the Past

In the aftermath of the harrowing experiences of the Holocaust, I found

within myself not only a survivor's will to live but also a profound

responsibility to share my story. The collective trauma endured by millions

during World War II is not merely a series of historical events; it is a deeply

personal narrative that deserves to be told and remembered. I have taken on

the mantle of being a voice for the voiceless—those who perished, those

who suffered in silence, and those whose stories remain untold.
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5. Legacy of Hope: Inspiring Future
Generations Through My Story

In the chapters of my life recounted within the pages of "My Name Is

Selma," I have traversed unimaginable landscapes of pain, loss, and

ultimately, resilience. Through my experiences as a Jewish child during

World War II and as a survivor of the Holocaust, I have come to understand

the profound importance of sharing my story. It is not just a narrative of

survival; it is a legacy of hope that I feel compelled to pass on to future

generations.

When I reflect upon my journey, I often consider the significance of

storytelling as a means of preserving history and imparting lessons learned

through lived experience. As a Holocaust survivor, I have witnessed

firsthand the depths of human cruelty and the extraordinary strength of the

human spirit. By recounting my story, I hope to instill a sense of hope,

courage, and empathy in the young people who will inherit this world.

One of my greatest hopes is to foster a deeper understanding of the

importance of tolerance and human rights. The rise of intolerance in our

contemporary society reminds us that the battle against hatred and

discrimination continues. By sharing my experiences, I aim to educate

young minds about the consequences of bigotry and the value of embracing

diversity. I believe that stories like mine can serve as powerful tools in
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combating ignorance, helping future generations recognize the dangers of

societal divisions and the necessity of solidarity.

A poignant example of the power of storytelling is demonstrated through

various educational programs I have participated in, wherein I speak to

students across different platforms. I share vivid details of my

childhood—playing in the streets of Amsterdam, the warmth of my family’s

love, and the sharp contrast brought by the horrors of war. Students listen

intently as I recount the fear and uncertainty experienced during the Nazi

occupation, and they often respond with deep emotional engagement. This

connection underscores the resonance that personal narratives can have in

fostering awareness and understanding.

Moreover, I believe that my story serves as an emblem of resilience. It

illustrates that even in the face of devastating odds, the human spirit can rise,

adapt, and thrive. Through my suffering, I have learned that our futures are

shaped not only by the challenges we face but also by our responses to those

challenges. I speak about how I learned to find joy and purpose after the war,

emphasizing the importance of rebuilding one's life, no matter the

circumstances. This message of resilience is particularly important for

younger generations, who may grapple with their own difficulties in a

fast-paced and sometimes harsh world.
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As I engage with young audiences, I encourage them to consider the role

each of them can play in creating a more compassionate community. I tell

them, "You have the power to change the narrative. Stand against injustice,

speak out against bullying, and stand up for those who cannot defend

themselves." It is through these interactions that I witness the flicker of hope

in the eyes of the young, an indication that the legacy of hope I wish to

instill is taking root.

Finally, I urge the newer generations to become keepers of memory. The act

of remembering is not merely a passive recollection; it is an active

engagement with history that shapes our identity and informs our future. In a

world where the lessons of the past can sometimes feel distant, the voice of

each generation plays a crucial role in ensuring that atrocities are not

repeated. I inspire youth to document their own stories, to listen to those of

their elders, and to learn from diverse experiences as a way to promote

understanding and healing.

In conclusion, my story—rooted in grief but flourished with newfound

hope—functions as a beacon for those who feel lost in despair. It is my

fervent desire that through sharing my legacy, I inspire future generations to

carry forward the mantle of hope, resilience, and advocacy. Together, they

can shape a world where kindness triumphs over hatred, and where every

individual is valued and respected. My name is Selma, and this is my gift to
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the future.
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