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About the book

Title: A Journey Through the Collapse of Power in *Emperor* by Ryszard

�K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i

�R�y�s�z�a�r�d� �K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i�'�s� �*�E�m�p�e�r�o�r�*� �i�m�m�e�r�s�e�s� �r�e�a�d�e�r�s� �i�n� �t�h�e� �m�y�s�t�e�r�i�o�u�s� �w�o�r�l�d

of Haile Selassie’s Ethiopia, capturing the decline of his rule in a vivid and

haunting narrative. This work stands out not merely as a historical account

but as a profound psychological exploration of tyranny and the lifecycle of

political authority. Through a rich tapestry of firsthand interviews with

former courtiers, officials, and servants, the book reconstructs the surreal

and intoxicating ambiance of Selassie’s court.

�K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i�’�s� �p�o�r�t�r�a�y�a�l� �d�r�a�w�s� �u�s� �i�n�t�o� �a� �r�e�a�l�m� �w�h�e�r�e� �t�h�e� �a�b�s�u�r�d� �a�n�d� �t�h�e

tragic coexist, offering a captivating glimpse into the complexities of

despotic leadership. This narrative elevates *Emperor* beyond the tale of a

fallen leader; it becomes a timeless inquiry into the essence of power itself.

Whether you’re well-versed in history or curious about governance's

intricacies, *Emperor* serves as a thought-provoking exploration of a

critical chapter in Africa’s past.
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About the author

�#�#�#� �S�p�o�t�l�i�g�h�t� �o�n� �R�y�s�z�a�r�d� �K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i

�W�h�o�:� �R�y�s�z�a�r�d� �K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i� � 

Profession: Journalist, Photographer, Author  

Nationality: Polish  

�B�o�r�n�:� �M�a�r�c�h� �4�,� �1�9�3�2�,� �i�n� �P�i�D�s�k�,� �P�o�l�a�n�d� �(�n�o�w� �B�e�l�a�r�u�s�)� � 

Died: January 23, 2007  

Overview:  

�R�y�s�z�a�r�d� �K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i� �i�s� �w�i�d�e�l�y� �r�e�c�o�g�n�i�z�e�d� �a�s� �a� �l�e�a�d�i�n�g� �f�i�g�u�r�e� �i�n� �j�o�u�r�n�a�l�i�s�m�,

renowned for his unparalleled ability to navigate and report from tumultuous

regions across the globe. His legacy is marked by a profound understanding

of political strife, revolutions, and the intricacies of the human experience.

Literary Contributions:  

�K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i�'�s� �w�r�i�t�i�n�g� �i�s� �n�o�t�a�b�l�e� �f�o�r� �i�t�s� �f�u�s�i�o�n� �o�f� �j�o�u�r�n�a�l�i�s�t�i�c� �i�n�t�e�g�r�i�t�y� �a�n�d

literary artistry. His unique narrative style transports readers to the heart of

his subjects, weaving surreal and deeply insightful stories from his travels. 

Notable Works:  

- The Emperor: A critical examination of power dynamics within Ethiopia.  

- Shah of Shahs: A profound reflection on the Iranian Revolution.  
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- The Shadow of the Sun: An exploration of post-colonial Africa and its

complexities.

Impact:  

His keen observations and vivid portrayals have earned him accolades for

their depth and insight, cementing his status as a pivotal voice in

�2�0�t�h�-�c�e�n�t�u�r�y� �l�i�t�e�r�a�t�u�r�e� �a�n�d� �j�o�u�r�n�a�l�i�s�m�.� �K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i�’�s� �w�o�r�k� �c�o�n�t�i�n�u�e�s� �t�o

resonate, reflecting the fragile nature of power and the multifaceted realities

of a post-colonial world.
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1. Introduction to the Intricate World of Haile
Selassie and Ethiopia

�T�h�e� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e� �o�f� �R�y�s�z�a�r�d� �K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i�'�s� �"�E�m�p�e�r�o�r�"� �t�a�k�e�s� �t�h�e� �r�e�a�d�e�r� �o�n� �a

profound journey into the intricate world of Ethiopia under the reign of

Haile Selassie I, a figure who has become emblematic of an entire era

defined by the currents of colonialism, imperialism, and the intricate tapestry

of power dynamics in Africa. Haile Selassie, born Ras Bitwaddad Tesemma,

rose to prominence as a monarch of remarkable stature, embodying both the

historical significance and the cultural richness of Ethiopia—a nation

steeped in a unique blend of tradition and modernity.

At the heart of Selassie's rule was a commitment to modernizing Ethiopia

while preserving its ancient legacy as one of the oldest nations in the world.

His ascension to the throne in 1930 marked not just the inauguration of a

new emperor but also a renewed optimism for many Ethiopians, who viewed

him as a messianic figure. Selassie's reign is often painted with the brush of

glamour and strength, yet as "Emperor" unravels, it becomes clear that this

image was part of a complex façade that masked the severity of underlying

issues within the state.

�K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i� �a�d�e�p�t�l�y� �n�a�v�i�g�a�t�e�s� �t�h�e� �i�n�t�e�r�p�l�a�y� �o�f� �p�o�w�e�r� �a�n�d� �i�t�s� �i�n�h�e�r�e�n�t

corruptibility during Selassie's administration. The emperor, charismatic as

he may have been, orchestrated a court shrouded in intrigue, where loyalty
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was sustained through lavish feasts and power machinations. This court was

populated by ministers, advisors, and nobility, all vying for the emperor’s

favor and, oftentimes, betraying their comrades in the process. The very

structure of power that Selassie established was marked by isolation; the

emperor's closest aides often shielded him from the harsh realities faced by

the common populace, creating a chasm between the leadership and the lived

experiences of Ethiopians.

�T�h�r�o�u�g�h�o�u�t� �t�h�e� �b�o�o�k�,� �K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i� �i�l�l�u�s�t�r�a�t�e�s� �h�o�w� �t�h�e� �n�o�b�i�l�i�t�y� �a�n�d� �e�l�i�t�e� �i�n

Ethiopia lived in a bubble of privilege and opulence while the majority of

the population endured poverty and hardship. For instance, the lives of the

Ethiopian aristocracy are depicted as extravagant, with banquets filled with

food and wealth showcasing a stark contrast to the grinding conditions of

rural life. This disparity not only fostered resentment among the masses but

also laid the groundwork for seismic changes that would come to challenge

Selassie's legitimacy.

The timeline of Selassie’s rule is marked by significant events that illustrate

the tumultuous nature of Ethiopian society. The Italian invasion in 1935 was

a critical juncture that not only challenged Selassie's authority but also

exemplified his struggles on the international stage. While he sought to

garner global support, the imperial ambitions of Italy exposed the

vulnerabilities of his regime. Selassie's return to power after the defeat of
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fascist forces in World War II restored some of his prestige, yet the aftermath

left many questions unanswered about his capacity to lead a nation that had

undergone profound shifts both politically and socially.

As the narrative unfolds, it becomes evident that Selassie’s strong persona

would not be immune to the revolutionary tide that swept through Ethiopia

in the mid-20th century. The arrival of Marxist ideologies and rising

discontent among the populace would ultimately culminate in the 1974

revolution, which dismantled the imperial system and rendered Selassie a

figure of the past rather than the revered leader he once was.

�K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i�’�s� �e�x�p�l�o�r�a�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �S�e�l�a�s�s�i�e�’�s� �r�e�i�g�n� �i�s� �n�o�t� �m�e�r�e�l�y� �a� �h�i�s�t�o�r�i�c�a�l

account; it is a deeply reflective analysis of the nature of power, its

unavoidable corruption, and the human condition reflected in leadership.

The intricate world of Ethiopia under Selassie is a lens through which

readers can examine broader themes surrounding authority, the

consequences of alienation, and the struggle between tradition and progress.

As one delves deeper into the pages of "Emperor," it becomes clear that the

legacy of Haile Selassie, both celebrated and criticized, is a testament to the

complexities of rule and the transient nature of power.
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2. Exploring the Nature of Power and Its
Corruption Under Selassie

The reign of Haile Selassie I of Ethiopia is often idealized in Western

literature and discussions, with the late emperor being depicted as a symbol

of African independence and resistance against colonialism. However,

�R�y�s�z�a�r�d� �K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i�'�s� �"�E�m�p�e�r�o�r�"� �d�e�l�v�e�s� �i�n�t�o� �t�h�e� �d�a�r�k�e�r�,� �m�o�r�e� �i�n�t�r�i�c�a�t�e

aspects of Selassie's rule, revealing how the nature of power can become

insidiously corrupt, leading to alienation and eventual catastrophic failure.

�I�n� �t�h�e� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e�,� �K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i� �a�r�g�u�e�s� �t�h�a�t� �p�o�w�e�r�,� �a�s� �w�i�e�l�d�e�d� �b�y� �S�e�l�a�s�s�i�e�,

gradually warped into a mechanism of oppression rather than liberation. The

emperor’s initial promise of modernization and reform eventually

succumbed to the allure of autocracy. Selassie’s imperial power was founded

on the military and institutional hierarchy that fostered a culture of loyalty

based not on merit but on relationships and favoritism. The tighter he

gripped these structures, the more insulated he became from the realities of

the Ethiopian populace. 

Selassie’s reliance on an elite circle of advisors and loyalists ultimately

contributed to the corruption of his reign. The emperor effectively alienated

broader segments of Ethiopian society by concentrating power in the hands

of a few, who were more interested in personal gain than in serving the

interests of their country. This elitism is illustrated by the extravagant
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lifestyles of Selassie’s courtiers, who lived in stark contrast to the

widespread poverty experienced by the majority of Ethiopians. These elites,

thriving amid abundance, often contributed to a false image of prosperity

meant to appeal to foreign powers, further distancing themselves from the

common people.

The systems of patronage established by Selassie created a cycle of

corruption where loyalty was rewarded over competence. High-ranking

officials pocketed public funds and made decisions that benefited a select

minority while neglecting pressing societal issues such as famine and

�i�l�l�i�t�e�r�a�c�y�.� �F�o�r� �i�n�s�t�a�n�c�e�,� �K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i� �r�e�c�o�u�n�t�s� �e�p�i�s�o�d�e�s� �w�h�e�r�e� �g�o�v�e�r�n�m�e�n�t

officials engaged in embezzlement while the rural population suffered from

malnutrition. The disparity between the wealthy elite and the impoverished

masses grew so pronounced that the emperor’s attempts at modernization

were viewed skeptically by the people, seen as cherry-picked initiatives that

served to glorify the monarchy rather than address national crises.

�A� �p�o�i�g�n�a�n�t� �c�a�s�e� �h�i�g�h�l�i�g�h�t�e�d� �b�y� �K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i� �i�s� �t�h�e� �e�m�p�e�r�o�r�’�s� �r�e�s�p�o�n�s�e� �t�o� �t�h�e

1971 famine in Wollo province. Rather than accepting responsibility for a

failing agricultural policy or addressing the systemic issues leading to

hunger, Selassie’s regime focused on minimizing the public relations fallout.

They organized lavish feasts for dignitaries while downplaying the extent of

the disaster that affected thousands. This deliberate obfuscation of the truth
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is a hallmark of corrupted power, where the image is prioritized over

genuine responsibility. 

Moreover, Selassie's governance leaned heavily on the image of divine

authority. He promoted the idea of the emperor as a godly figure, anointed

by God, which served to both elevate his status and discourage dissent. This

theology of governance turned any criticism of his rule into sacrilege. Those

who dared challenge this sanctified authority were swiftly silenced, typically

through imprisonment or exile, creating a pervasive climate of fear and

control.

�K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i�’�s� �p�o�r�t�r�a�y�a�l� �o�f� �S�e�l�a�s�s�i�e� �a�l�s�o� �u�n�v�e�i�l�s� �h�o�w� �t�h�e� �e�m�p�e�r�o�r

miscalculated the power dynamics of his time. Instead of engaging with the

rising tides of nationalism and socialist ideologies prevalent in the mid-20th

century, Selassie dismissed change, believing his crown and divine image

would sustain loyalty among his subjects. This detachment from political

realities showcases how power can distort perception, leading leaders to

make decisions divorced from the needs and will of the people they govern.

As internal dissent grew and the public became increasingly disillusioned, it

became apparent that the corruption inherent in Selassie's rule had sown the

seeds for his downfall.

Ultimately, the exploration of power under Haile Selassie illustrates a
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fundamental truth about leadership: absolute power can corrupt absolutely,

fostering a disconnect where those at the helm become not just isolated from

their citizens but also blind to the very conditions of their rule.

�K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i�'�s� �"�E�m�p�e�r�o�r�"� �s�t�a�n�d�s� �a�s� �a� �c�a�u�t�i�o�n�a�r�y� �t�a�l�e� �a�b�o�u�t� �t�h�e� �p�e�r�i�l�s� �o�f

power when blended with isolation, corruption, and the refusal to adapt to a

changing socio-political landscape.
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3. Witnessing the Lives of the Ethiopian Elite
and Their Isolation

�I�n� �R�y�s�z�a�r�d� �K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i�'�s� �p�r�o�f�o�u�n�d� �e�x�p�l�o�r�a�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �E�t�h�i�o�p�i�a� �u�n�d�e�r� �E�m�p�e�r�o�r

Haile Selassie, the lives of the Ethiopian elite emerge as a significant focal

point, illuminating the stark contrasts between their opulence and the

ordinary existence of the majority. The elite class, closely associated with

the throne, lived in a world characterized by extravagance, privilege, and an

unsettling detachment from the realities that gripped their nation.

Ethiopia, during Selassie’s reign, was marked by an intricate social structure

where the nobility wielded considerable influence and enjoyed luxuries

forbidden to the common populace. The lavish lifestyles of the elite were

�u�n�d�e�r�p�i�n�n�e�d� �b�y� �a� �c�u�l�t�u�r�e� �s�t�e�e�p�e�d� �i�n� �v�a�n�i�t�y� �a�n�d� �s�e�l�f�-�i�m�p�o�r�t�a�n�c�e�.� �K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i

paints a vivid picture of their grand palaces, adorned with ornate decorations

and equipped with amenities that would be unimaginable to the

impoverished public outside their gates. These residents, enveloped in their

cocoon of decadence, often seemed oblivious to the fleeting nature of their

wealth and power, believing it to be their birthright.

However, residing in splendor did not shield the elite from the brewing

�d�i�s�c�o�n�t�e�n�t� �a�m�o�n�g� �t�h�e� �m�a�s�s�e�s�.� �K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i�'�s� �o�b�s�e�r�v�a�t�i�o�n�s� �r�e�v�e�a�l� �a� �s�h�a�r�p

social divide, exacerbated by the indifference of the nobility towards the

struggles of the average Ethiopian. For instance, as famine ravaged rural
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areas, the elite continued hosting extravagant banquets and festivities,

showcasing a disconnection that was both alarming and tragic. The stories of

starving families contrasted starkly with the gluttonous celebrations of the

wealthy, highlighting the isolation of the elite from the suffering that

permeated the nation.

Isolation manifested not only in the absence of empathy but also in a

prevailing atmosphere of distrust and fear within the elite circles themselves.

�K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i� �n�o�t�e�s� �h�o�w� �t�h�e� �c�o�u�r�t� �w�a�s� �r�i�f�e� �w�i�t�h� �p�a�r�a�n�o�i�a�,� �w�i�t�h� �n�o�b�l�e�s

constantly wary of their peers, fearing betrayal and political intrigue. This

climate of suspicion cultivated an insular community that was marked by

backstabbing and treachery, as individuals vied for the Emperor’s favor

while simultaneously undermining one another. The fear of assassination

and betrayal led to a profound state of isolation, where genuine relationships

were scarce, and loyalty was often feigned.

The artistic and cultural tastes of the elite further distinguished them from

�t�h�e� �p�o�p�u�l�a�c�e�.� �K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i� �d�e�s�c�r�i�b�e�s� �h�o�w� �t�h�e�s�e� �e�l�i�t�e�s� �c�u�l�t�i�v�a�t�e�d� �a� �f�a�s�c�i�n�a�t�i�o�n

with Western culture, often adopting foreign fashion and manners while

disregarding their own rich Ethiopian heritage. This cultural dissonance

created a gulf not only between the elite and the common people but also

among the various factions within the elite itself, as this inclination to

emulate the West fostered further divisions. Their isolation became an echo
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chamber, where the whims of fashion and modernity drowned out the

traditional values that tied Ethiopian society together.

�K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i� �a�r�g�u�e�s� �t�h�a�t� �t�h�i�s� �i�s�o�l�a�t�i�o�n� �h�a�d� �s�i�g�n�i�f�i�c�a�n�t� �i�m�p�l�i�c�a�t�i�o�n�s� �f�o�r� �t�h�e

stability of the Ethiopian state. The elite’s disengagement from the realities

of their country left a vacuum of leadership that the Emperor could not fill.

As revolutionary sentiments began to rise among the disenfranchised, the

elite’s failure to recognize and address the pressing issues that plagued

society stripped them of any real power or influence. Their isolation

ultimately became a liability, contributing to the fragility of Selassie's

regime when faced with mounting dissent.

�I�n� �s�u�m�m�a�r�y�,� �K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i�’�s� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e� �o�n� �t�h�e� �E�t�h�i�o�p�i�a�n� �e�l�i�t�e� �s�e�r�v�e�s� �a�s� �a

poignant examination of the consequences of disconnection from societal

realities. Their extravagant lifestyles, steeped in privilege, fostered a

profound isolation that blinded them to the challenges surrounding them.

This detachment not only prevented them from perceiving the emerging

threats to their power but also left them ill-equipped to respond to the needs

of their people, ultimately leading to their downfall in the face of

revolutionary change.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/TiHomYO39Kb


4. The Dismantling of the Empire:
Revolutionary Changes and Their Impact

The dismantling of the Ethiopian Empire during the reign of Emperor Haile

Selassie marked a significant turning point in the country’s history. The

foundations of Selassie’s rule began to show signs of fracture as

revolutionary changes swept across Ethiopia, touching nearly every aspect of

political, social, and economic life. These changes were not merely the result

of external pressures but were deeply rooted in the internal dynamics of

Ethiopian society itself, where discontent had been brewing for decades.

As the mid-20th century approached, various factors ignited the flames of

revolution. The feudal system that had dominated Ethiopia for centuries was

increasingly seen as anachronistic and oppressive. Land was concentrated in

the hands of a few nobles, while the majority of the population, primarily

rural peasants, struggled under the weight of heavy taxes and exploitative

labor practices. This stark inequality gave rise to resentment that penetrated

deep into the heart of Ethiopian society. Notably, the 1960s witnessed a

surge of urbanization and education, which helped to create a new class of

educated youths who would become instrumental in the revolutionary

movements that followed.

The intellectual awakening among the Ethiopian populace was catalyzed by

the global trends of social justice and human rights. Inspired by the civil
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rights movement in the United States and decolonization efforts across

Africa, a commitment to change began to take root among the youth.

Prominent among these ideas was the notion of socialism, which resonated

with many who sought to redistribute power and wealth more equitably.

The turning point came in 1974 with a series of events that highlighted the

inadequacies of Selassie’s regime. The immediate cause of discontent was a

severe famine that hit rural areas, exacerbated by government

mismanagement. Protests erupted as people clamored for aid and

accountability. The government's inability to address these urgent needs

pushed many, including the military, to reconsider their allegiance to the

Emperor. The discontent circled back to the fundamental issues of

governance and authority, leading to the eventual coup d'état that would

dethrone Haile Selassie.

When the military, under the banner of the Derg (a committee formed by

junior officers), finally seized power in September 1974, it signaled the end

of centuries of imperial rule. The Derg promised radical land reform, the

redistribution of wealth, and an end to the feudal system that had long

oppressed the Ethiopian people. Radical changes swept through the country

as land was nationalized and the historical feudal lords were stripped of their

power. In the wake of these changes, many families were uprooted from

their inherited lands, and the social fabric of rural Ethiopia began to unravel.
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However, the overthrow of the Emperor also unleashed a wave of brutality

that would overshadow the initial promises of change. The Derg established

a Marxist-Leninist regime, which soon descended into paranoia and

repression. Political purges ensued; individuals associated with the previous

regime faced imprisonment, torture, and execution. Revolutionary tribunals

were established to try alleged enemies of the state, often without due

process. The ideology that had promised to liberate the masses soon

transmuted into a reign of terror, illustrating the complex dynamics of

power—how revolutionary zeal can sometimes morph into authoritarianism.

Moreover, the revolution did not stop with the overthrow of Selassie.

Ethiopia was embroiled in a series of violent conflicts and civil wars,

including struggles between various ethnic groups and even wars against

neighboring countries. These conflicts fragmented the nation, undermining

the stability that the revolution aimed to achieve. The human toll was

staggering, with thousands of lives lost and countless displaced due to the

growing civil strife.

In the end, the dismantling of Selassie's empire produced profound and

lasting effects upon Ethiopia. While it tore down the structures of feudalism

and promised a new beginning, it also laid bare the complexities of

governance in a country steeped in historical hierarchies and social
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stratification. Those who hoped for a smoothly functioning egalitarian

society were often met with disappointment as the power vacuums created

by revolution were filled with new, often repressive regimes, leading to

cycles of violence and instability. The imperial legacy was dismantled, but

the foundational issues of inequality, ethnic strife, and governance would

linger, influencing Ethiopia’s subsequent history and the very fabric of its

society.
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5. Reflections on Legacy: What Remains After a
Fallen Emperor

The legacy of Haile Selassie and his reign over Ethiopia is a complex

tapestry interwoven with the threads of power, tradition, and transformation.

�R�y�s�z�a�r�d� �K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i�’�s� �e�x�p�l�o�r�a�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �S�e�l�a�s�s�i�e�'�s� �r�e�i�g�n� �i�n�v�i�t�e�s� �r�e�a�d�e�r�s� �t�o

ponder not only the immediate consequences of his fall but also the enduring

implications left in the wake of a leader whose life spanned some of the

most tumultuous periods in Ethiopian history.

When analyzing what remains after the fall of an emperor, it is essential to

understand that legacies are rarely straightforward. In Selassie’s case, his

initial image was that of a champion of African unity and an anti-colonial

icon, particularly celebrated during the 1960s and 1970s. His crowning in

1930 aimed to revive a sense of Ethiopian pride and autonomy against a

backdrop of colonialism. However, subsequent events like his failure to

adequately modernize the state and address the widespread poverty and

discontent among the populace clouded this idealistic image. The eventual

overthrow of his regime in 1974 served not only as a significant political

shift but also as a reckoning with the mythologized notions of leadership and

divinity that had surrounded him.

After Selassie’s ousting, the narratives surrounding him began to fragment

and evolve. In many ways, the end of his reign marked the collapse of the

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/TiHomYO39Kb


�i�m�p�e�r�i�a�l� �m�y�t�h�o�s� �a�s�s�o�c�i�a�t�e�d� �w�i�t�h� �E�t�h�i�o�p�i�a�.� �K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i� �d�o�c�u�m�e�n�t�s� �t�h�e� �s�h�i�f�t

in power dynamics as the Derg, a Marxist-Leninist military junta, took

control, emphasizing ideological purity over the traditional values that

Selassie stood for. This abrupt change also dismantled the structures that had

upheld feudal allegiances, leading to a society grappling with its identity in

the face of new ideological tenets. The suffering and upheaval that followed

were a stark contrast to the image of stability that Selassie's government

often projected.

Furthermore, what remains in the consciousness of the Ethiopian people is a

mixture of nostalgia and critique. For some, Selassie's reign represents a

time when Ethiopia was recognized on the global stage and held a distinct

place in the African consciousness. The regality and pomp of the imperial

�c�o�u�r�t�,� �a�s� �d�e�t�a�i�l�e�d� �b�y� �K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i�,� �l�e�f�t� �a�n� �i�m�p�r�e�s�s�i�o�n� �t�h�a�t� �r�e�s�o�n�a�t�e�s� �w�i�t�h

older generations who remember the grandeur of their past. Yet, this

nostalgia is painfully juxtaposed with memories of suffering that came from

both the imperial rule itself and the subsequent brutalities of the Derg

regime.

�K�a�p�u�[�c�i�D�s�k�i�’�s� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e� �e�m�p�h�a�s�i�z�e�s� �t�h�e� �e�n�d�u�r�i�n�g� �c�h�a�l�l�e�n�g�e�s� �o�f� �r�e�c�o�n�c�i�l�i�n�g

these conflicting legacies. Post-revolution, Ethiopia has continued to wrestle

with instability and the legacies of violence and repression left by both

Selassie and his successors. For instance, the struggles for power witnessed
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in recent decades, leading to further conflicts and regional disparities,

underscore a recurring theme in Ethiopia's history: the tension between

central authority and ethnic autonomy. This struggle continues to shape the

country today, illustrating how the legacy of a fallen emperor extends

beyond his reign and into the societal framework that evolves in response to

the absence of strong but often authoritarian leadership.

In the end, the legacy of Haile Selassie exemplifies the complexities of

power, identity, and cultural memory. It prompts deeper reflections on what

it means for a society to emerge from the shadow of its past—and to

confront the dual necessities of remembering and forgetting. The lessons

learned from Selassie’s reign resonate in contemporary discussions about

governance, accountability, and national identity across Africa and the

world, highlighting that the legacy of a fallen emperor can shape not only

the political landscape but also the very fabric of societal consciousness for

generations to come.
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