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About the book

Explore the Life of Cicero through Everitt's Captivating Biography

Dive into the turbulent era of ancient Rome with Anthony Everitt's
compelling biography, "Cicero." This enthralling account bringsto life
Marcus Tullius Cicero, a master orator and politician whose persuasive skills
and strategic mind influenced the final chapter of the Roman Republic.

Everitt artfully chronicles Cicero's journey from his humble provincia
beginnings to his rise within the intricate political sphere of Rome, painting
arich, human portrait infused with ambition, bravery, and vulnerability. As
Cicero navigates a tumultuous landscape filled with political intrigue, civil
conflict, and monumental transitions, his narrative transcends mere history
to offer timeless insights into governance, the instability of democracy, and
the lasting impact of eloguence.

This biography serves as a gateway into a transformative period, inviting
readers to experience the world through the lens of one of the greatest
wordsmithsin history. It's a must-read for anyone fascinated by the
connections between politics, philosophy, and the art of rhetoric that

continue to influence our present.
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About the author

Profile: Anthony Everitt

Occupation: British Author & Historian
Specialization: Classical Antiquity (Ancient Greece and Rome)

Background: With degreesin English literature and history, Anthony Everitt
has established himself as aleading figure in the study of classical

civilizations.

Notable Works. Everitt iswidely recognized for his biographies of key
historical figures, such as:

- Augustus

- Hadrian

- Cicero

Writing Style: Hisworks are celebrated for their ability to make the intricate
political and cultural dynamics of ancient times accessible to modern
audiences. His compelling narratives allow readers to engage with the
complexities of historical characters and the significant events that defined

their societies.

Contributions to History: Everitt's dedication to historical accuracy, coupled
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with his storytelling prowess, has earned him the respect of scholars and
history enthusiasts alike, solidifying his reputation as a distinguished voice

in classical studies.
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1. Exploring Cicero'sEarly Lifeand Formative
| nfluences

Marcus Tullius Cicero, one of Rome’'s most celebrated orators, politicians,
and philosophers, was born in 106 BCE in the small town of Arpinum, about
70 miles southeast of Rome. His early life and formative influences were
crucial to his development into the statesman and intellectual giant he would

|ater become.

Cicero was born into awealthy equestrian family, which provided him with
astable financial foundation, but it was his education that truly shaped his
early years. Asachild, he wasinitially taught by private tutors before
attending the prestigious grammar school in Rome, where he studied
rhetoric, philosophy, and law. His education played an essential role in
developing his eloguence and analytical thinking—skills that would define
his political career. The influence of Greek philosophy was particularly
significant during this time; Cicero studied under the Stoic philosopher
Phaedrus, and this exposure instilled in him a deep appreciation for logic and
ethics. This philosophical grounding set the stage for his later writings and
speeches, where he sought to blend Greek philosophical ideas with Roman

practical governance.

Another significant formative influence in Cicero’s early life came from the

political environment of Rome. As he grew up, Rome underwent significant
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transformations, influenced by social strife and the power struggles between
the aristocratic elite and popular factions. Y oung Cicero was acutely aware
of the volatile political landscape, which instilled in him a passion for
politics and law. He recognized that oratory had the power to sway public
opinion and influence political decisions, prompting him to hone his skillsin

rhetoric.

In addition to his education and the political climate, Cicero’s early
connections and experiences aso laid the groundwork for his future
ambitions. Hislegal career began in the courts, where he gained early
acclaim for his defense in high-profile cases, including the defense of a
Roman citizen accused of treason. This case not only established his
reputation but also introduced him to the inner workings of Roman law and
society. Such early successes fueled his ambition to pursue a career in public

life.

Moreover, Cicero's family connections played asignificant rolein his
formative years. His father, awell-respected figure, encouraged him to
pursue a career in public service. Thisfamilial support, combined with his
inherent talents in rhetoric and debate, positioned him well for advancement

in the competitive arena of Roman politics.

Cicero's early travels, particularly to Greece, also expanded his horizons.
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During histime in Athens, he immersed himself in the study of philosophy
and rhetoric, further enriching his understanding of civic duty and the power
of the spoken word. The exposure to Hellenistic cultures and ideas solidified
his belief in the importance of the republic and justice, ideals that would

become central themesin his political career.

In summary, Cicero’'s early life was marked by a blend of wealth, education,
familial support, and exposure to a dynamic political environment. His
formative influences shaped him into a figure capable of addressing the
moral dilemmas of Roman governance and created a foundation for his later
achievements as a political orator and leader. This melting pot of influences
equipped Cicero with the tools necessary to navigate the complexities of
Roman politics and law, laying the groundwork for hislater prominencein

public life.
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2. The Rise of Cicero asa Political Orator and
L eader

Cicero’' s ascent as a political orator and leader was marked by his
exceptional rhetorical skills, deep understanding of Roman law, and a
profound commitment to the Republic. Born into arelatively affluent family
in Arpinum in 106 BC, Cicero was afforded the opportunity to receive a
comprehensive education. He studied rhetoric and philosophy, honing his
oratory skills at the feet of prominent teachers, including the renowned

orator and philosopher, Apollonius Molon.

Upon entering politics, Cicero quickly recognized that Rome was a complex
tapestry of social and political tensions, which required adept navigation by
any aspiring leader. Hisinitial positions as a quaestor and subsequently as
aedile provided him with firsthand insight into the workings of both local
and national governance. However, it was Cicero's election to the consulship
in 63 BC that would cement his reputation as a formidable orator and a

defender of the Republic.

The political landscape of Rome during Cicero's rise was rife with
corruption and the threat of tyranny. One of the defining momentsin his
early political career came with his confrontation of the conspirator Catiline.
In a series of passionate speeches known as the Catilinarian Orations,

delivered in the Senate, Cicero openly exposed Catiline's plot to overthrow
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the Republic and assassinate key senators. His ability to galvanize the Senate
against acommon enemy showcased not only his rhetorical prowess but also
his unwavering commitment to the republic’ s ideals. Cicero's famous
declaration, "How long, O Catiline, will you abuse our patience?" resonated
through the halls of history, encapsulating the urgency of his pleafor action
against the conspirators.

Cicero's speeches often combined mnemonic devices, emotional appeals,
and logical arguments, creating a powerful influence over his audience. He
emphasized the importance of moral integrity and civic duty, themes that
were particularly compelling in atime when Rome grappled with the decline
of traditional Republican values. His eloguence was not merely for show; it
was atool for mobilizing public sentiment and securing his position as a
leader.

Furthermore, Cicero’s rise was not without challenges. His enemies often
sought to undermine his authority and reputation. The political rivalry with
figures such as Mark Antony would later lead to his exile and significant
suffering during periods of unrest within Rome’s political environment.
Nonetheless, even in adversity, Cicero remained resolute; he returned to
Rome and continued to write and speak against tyranny, further solidifying

his place as a voice for the Republic.
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Throughout his career, Cicero strategically crafted alliances with other
leading figures in Roman politics, such as Pompey and Crassus, navigating
the complex dynamics of power to strengthen his position while
simultaneously advocating reform and the rule of law. Hisinvolvement in
pivotal events like the First Triumvirate and his opposition to Julius Caesar’ s
consolidation of power illustrated his commitment to preserving the
Republic, often placing him at odds with those who would seek to establish

autocratic rule.

In summary, Cicero’srise as a political orator and leader was aremarkable
journey characterized by €loquence, moral conviction, and strategic acumen.
His ability to appeal to the emotions and intellect of his audience allowed
him to defend the principles of the Roman Republic against formidable
adversaries, cementing his legacy in the annals of Roman history as one of
its greatest orators and a steadfast champion of the law.
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3. Cicero'sKey Political Alliances and Rivalries
In Rome

Cicero's political journey was deeply intertwined with a series of crucial
aliances and rivalries that both propelled him to greatness and challenged
his ideals. Understanding these relationships is essential to grasping the
complexities of his political career in the tumultuous backdrop of late

Republican Rome.

One of Cicero's most notable alliances was with the Roman €lite,
particularly during his early rise. His oratorical skills earned him admiration
and respect among the patrician class, leading to connections with influential
figures such as Gaius Verres, a corrupt governor of Sicily, whom Cicero
famously prosecuted in 70 BCE. This case not only established Cicero asa
prominent orator but also depicted him as a champion of justice, gaining the
support of the senatorial class who were eager to see corruption punished.
However, his successes in such high-profile cases also sowed the seeds of
hisrivalries, especially among those who felt threatened by his growing

influence.

In the 60s BCE, Cicero formed a significant alliance with Gnaeus Pompeius
Magnus, better known as Pompey, who was then aleading general and
political figure. This alliance was partially forged out of mutual

necessity—Cicero needed military strength to protect the republic from
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violent street gangs and loyalist factions, while Pompey was seeking
political legitimacy and support from the Senate. Their alliance culminated
in Cicero's support for Pompey’ s actions against the unrest in Sulla's era, as
well as both men’s contributions to the resolution of the Catiline conspiracy
in 63 BCE. However, this collaboration would later become a source of

tension, especially as the power dynamics within Rome shifted.

Another essential facet of Cicero's political landscape was hisrivalry with
Julius Caesar. Initialy, Cicero and Caesar enjoyed arather cordial
relationship, with Cicero praising Caesar’ s military exploits. However, as
Caesar amassed power and sought to establish his own version of
governance, Cicero's staunch commitment to the Republic increasingly put
him at odds with Caesar. After the assassination of Julius Caesar in 44 BCE,
Cicero saw an opportunity to restore the republican ideals but failed to

foresee therise of his next mgjor rival, Marcus Antonius, or Mark Antony.

Cicero’ srelationship with Antony was marked by vehement opposition,
particularly as Antony sought to claim the political leverage left in the void
after Caesar’ s death. Cicero’ s fierce denunciations of Antony, captured in his
renowned "Philippics," depicted Antony as atyrant and threat to Roman
liberty. Unfortunately, these passionate speeches led to his downfall; his
rivalry with Antony culminated in Cicero being declared an enemy of the

state and ultimately led to his execution in 43 BCE.
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Throughout these alliances and rivalries, Cicero remained committed to the
ideals of the Republic, which both galvanized his supporters and isolated
him from those who sought power at any cost. His efforts to navigate the
shifting tides of Roman politics demonstrate not only his political acumen
but also a deep philosophical commitment to principles, which ultimately
defined his character. Cicero's approach to political aliances was aways
strategic, and he understood the necessity of surrounding himself with
individuals who would support his vision for Rome while remaining wary of
those who posed a threat to the Republic he cherished.
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4. Cicero's Philosophical Writingsand Their
| mpact on Society

Cicero's philosophical writings are a cornerstone of his legacy and have had
a profound impact on Western thought. His engagement with philosophy
began in earnest after he establisned himself as a political figure, and it was
during his period of exile that he turned to philosophy not only as aform of
intellectual refuge but also as a means to address the political crisesfacing

Rome.

Cicero's diverse body of work includes treatises on ethics, politics, and the
nature of the gods, with notable titles such as"On Duties," "On the
Commonwealth," and "On the Nature of the Gods." These works present a
blend of Stoic, Epicurean, and Academic philosophical ideas. Cicero's
ability to synthesize and communicate complex philosophical conceptsin

L atin made them accessible to a broader audience at a time when philosophy
was dominated by Greek thought.

One of Cicero's most significant contributionsis his exploration of the
concept of natural law, articulated notably in "On the Republic' and "On
Duties." He posited that there exists a universal law, inherent in nature,
which governs human behavior and ethical conduct, a notion that would
greatly influence later political theory and the development of legal systems

in the West. His assertion that laws should reflect moral principles and the
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common good resonates strongly in modern democratic thought. This
philosophical perspective laid groundwork for the emergence of human
rights and has been echoed through centuries in various forms, influencing

thinkers like John Locke and Thomas Jefferson.

Cicero also examined the role of the statesman in society, advocating for a
life of public service characterized by virtue and moral integrity. In"On
Duties," Cicero argues that duty (officium) is paramount, urging leadersto
prioritize the welfare of the state while balancing personal ambitions. This
ethic of responsibility and guardianship is evident in the Roman tradition of
civic virtue and has been echoed in various political discourses throughout

history.

Moreover, Cicero's dial ogues often engage with the themes of justice, the
ideal state, and the responsibilities of citizenship, encouraging individuals to
contemplate their rolesin society. His philosophical inquiries resonate with
modern discussions surrounding civic engagement and social responsibility,
reminding citizens of their duty to participate in the political life of their

communities and to strive for the greater good.

Cicero's philosophical impact extended beyond the realm of politics. He
addressed the philosophical underpinnings of rhetoric, articulating how

strong, persuasive speech comes not just from technique but from the
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speaker's ethical credibility. In hiswork "On the Orator," he emphasized the
importance of moral and intellectual preparation in rhetoric, which can be

seen in contemporary notions of public speaking and ethical communication.

The influence of Cicero's writings can also be traced in the rise of

Renai ssance humanism, where his texts were rediscovered and placed on the
pedestal of educational philosophy in the early modern period. Thinkers
such as Erasmus and later Enlightenment philosophers drew from Cicero's
analysis of poalitics, ethics, and human nature, contributing to a broader

understanding of democracy and human rights.

In conclusion, Cicero's philosophical writings articulate a vision of a society
governed by reason, ethics, and civic responsibility. His thoughts on natural
law, duty, and the role of the individual in political life have inspired
generations of thinkers and continue to hold relevance in contemporary
discussions on morality, governance, and the nature of justice. The lasting
impact of hiswork suggests that the essence of political thought hinges not
only on the structure of government but on the ethical compass guiding its

|leaders and citizens.
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5. The Legacy of Cicero: Reflection on a Life of
Principle and Duty

Cicero, an emblematic figure in the history of Roman politics and
philosophy, left behind alegacy that resonates through the ages. Hisllife,
driven by an unwavering commitment to principles and duty, exemplifies
the moral and ethical dilemmas faced by those in power. As a statesman,
orator, and philosopher, Cicero’simpact on both his immediate society and

subsequent generations is profound and multi-faceted.

Cicero’ s dedication to the ideals of the Roman Republic was not merely a
political stance but areflection of his character. During tumultuous times
marked by corruption, civil strife, and the gradual decline of republican
values, he staunchly fought for the principles of justice and the rule of law.
Cicero adopted Stoicism, which deeply influenced his beliefs about ethics
and governance. This philosophical underpinning solidified hisview that a
true statesman must serve the common good, rather than personal ambition.
His writings, particularly in works like "De Officiis' (On Duties), argue that
duty is paramount in maintaining ajust society, and that ethical conduct is

essential for leaders.

One of the most striking illustrations of Cicero’s commitment to his
principles can be seen in his opposition to the Catiline conspiracy. When

L ucius Sergius Catilina plotted to overthrow the Senate, Cicero, as consul,
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delivered a series of speeches exposing the conspiracy. His ability to rally
support and secure the safety of Rome, despite facing intense pressure from
powerful factions sympathetic to Catiline, demonstrates his steadfast
adherence to his duty as a protector of the Republic. This act not only
solidified his position as aleader but aso highlighted the tension between
political expediency and moral integrity.

Cicero's legacy extends beyond his political life into the realm of philosophy
and rhetoric, where he sought to intertwine moral philosophy with practical
governance. His treatises addressed the relationship between ethics and
politics, emphasizing that righteous leaders must also be skilled orators to
sway public opinion and foster civic virtue. Works like "De Re Publica' and
"De Legibus' explore the nature of justice, law, and the responsibilities of
citizenship, contributing significantly to Western political thought. His
influence is observable in the development of Renaissance humanism, where
the revival of Cicero’s works helped shape modern concepts of democracy

and legal responsibility.

Furthermore, Cicero's life serves as both a warning and an inspiration. His
eventua downfall, ssemming from his resolute stance against figures like
Julius Caesar and Mark Antony, illustrates the perils faced by those who
prioritize duty over self-preservation. In the political turmoil following his

exile and assassination, Cicero’s unwavering moral compass servesas a
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testament to the sacrifices often associated with principled leadership.

In contemporary times, Cicero’ s reflections on duty and ethics continue to
offer valuable insights for modern politicians and public figures. His
emphasis on the moral implications of |eadership remains pertinent, as
today’ s leaders navigate complex political landscapes rife with ethical
challenges. The lessons derived from Cicero’ s life encourage a dedication to
integrity and service, urging modern leaders to consider the broader
implications of their actions on society. In essence, Cicero’s legacy is not
just that of a political figure, but as aguiding light for ethical governance,

aiming for a better society through principled actions.

Thus, Cicero’s enduring influence is not merely historical; his philosophies
continue to inspire ongoing dialogue about the responsibilities of leaders and
the importance of virtuein public life. Hislife serves as amirror reflecting
both the potential for greatness through adhering to one’ s principles and the

possible ramifications of political life when such principles are forsaken.
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