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About the book

Book Review: "Black Birds in the Sky" by Brandy Colbert  

In her powerful narrative, "Black Birds in the Sky," Brandy Colbert brings to

light the tragic yet crucial history of the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre. Through

her diligent research combined with a compelling storytelling style, Colbert

crafts a work that speaks directly to the racial injustices still prevalent today.

 

Rather than merely detailing the horrific events that led to the devastation of

Greenwood, a thriving Black community, Colbert explores the connections

between historical trauma and present-day realities, showing how the

repercussions of this event continue to shape American society.  

By giving voice to the lives of victims and survivors, she challenges readers

to face uncomfortable truths about systemic racism, urging them to reflect

critically on its lasting impact. Dive into this impactful narrative not only to

understand a significant historical event but also to witness the enduring

legacy of racial violence and the formidable spirit of resilience that emerges

from its ruins.
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About the author

Author Spotlight: Brandy Colbert

Overview:  

Brandy Colbert stands out as a critically acclaimed writer celebrated for her

compelling storytelling across various genres. 

Background:  

Originating from Springfield, Missouri, Colbert has made a remarkable

impact in the young adult literature scene. She is especially recognized for

her ability to address intricate social issues and explore the depths of her

characters' minds.

Notable Works:  

- Debut Novel: *Point* (2014) – Winner of the Cybils Award for YA

Fiction.

- Other Accolades: *Little & Lion* has received multiple awards, including

the prestigious Stonewall Book Award.

Themes & Style:  

Colbert's literary works often focus on themes such as identity, race, and

history, offering a nuanced viewpoint that resonates with her audience. 
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Latest Project:  

In her recent book, *Black Birds in the Sky*, Colbert continues her

commitment to uncovering overlooked histories and voicing narratives that

often go unheard in our society. 

Conclusion:  

Brandy Colbert’s writing not only educates but also empowers readers,

making her a vital presence in contemporary literature.
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1. Chapter 1: Understanding the Historical
Context of Black Birds in the Sky

To fully appreciate the significance of Brandy Colbert's "Black Birds in the

Sky," it is essential to understand the historical context in which the

narrative unfolds. This powerful work centers around the event of the 1921

Tulsa Race Massacre, a catastrophic episode in American history that

devastated the thriving Black community of Greenwood in Tulsa,

Oklahoma, often referred to as "Black Wall Street."

The Greenwood District was a flourishing enclave of African American

entrepreneurship, cultural pride, and economic success in the early 20th

century, particularly during the Jim Crow era, when racial segregation and

discrimination were deeply entrenched in American society. This

community boasted numerous businesses, including hotels, banks, movie

theaters, and cafes, providing a sense of autonomy and prosperity for its

residents. However, this success was perceived as a threat by the white

population, who resented the economic independence of their Black

neighbors.

The atrocities of the Tulsa Race Massacre began on May 31, 1921, when a

false allegation led to a confrontation between Black residents and white

mobs. Sparked by the supposed assault of a white woman by a Black man,

the incident triggered rampant violence. Over the course of two days, white

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/TiHomYO39Kb


vigilantes descended upon Greenwood, looting, burning, and murdering

indiscriminately. An estimated 300 African Americans lost their lives, and

thousands lost their homes, while the community was effectively obliterated,

with much of Greenwood set ablaze.

In addition to the immediate violence, the aftermath of the Tulsa Race

Massacre was marked by systemic racism and a profound lack of

accountability. Many survivors were denied assistance, and the broader

societal indifference to the community's suffering perpetuated a silence that

lasted for decades. This historical amnesia contributes to the complexities

represented in Colbert's narrative, as those affected by trauma have struggled

to reclaim their stories and honor their legacies amid powerful forces that

sought to erase them.

Understanding the social, cultural, and political climate of this period is

crucial to contextualizing the characters' struggles in "Black Birds in the

Sky." The narrative interweaves personal experiences with broader societal

issues, exploring how past traumas resonate within families and

communities. For instance, children today grapple with the legacies of their

ancestors' actions and the historical injustices that shaped their present. The

reverberations of the massacre also echo in contemporary discussions about

race relations in the United States, drawing parallels between the past and

ongoing struggles for equality.
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Colbert’s writing invites readers to reflect on the enduring impact of

historical events on individual and communal identities. For example, the

term "Redlining," a practice that began in the 1930s and perpetuated through

the mid-20th century, is often seen as a direct successor to the systemic

upheaval caused by the Tulsa Race Massacre. Redlining restricted access to

housing, thus continuing cycles of poverty and limiting educational and

economic opportunities for Black Americans. With roots extending back to

the massacre, these modern injustices emphasize the urgency for

acknowledgment, reparative justice, and open dialogue regarding race in

America.

By setting the stage with such rich historical context, Colbert’s work not

only serves as a historical narrative but also as a reminder of the importance

of remembering and confronting the past. The stories of resilience and

community survival are deeply intertwined with this history, challenging

readers to recognize the exploitation, loss, and strength that define Black

experiences in America. In doing so, "Black Birds in the Sky" calls for a

reckoning—a collective memory that honors those lost and seeks justice for

injustices long overlooked. 

Through this lens, the importance of understanding the historical context of

"Black Birds in the Sky" becomes clear: it is not merely a story of a single
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community but a vital exploration of the systemic forces that have shaped,

and continue to shape, the lives of many.
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2. Chapter 2: Key Characters and Their Role in
the Narrative

In “Black Birds in the Sky,” Brandy Colbert weaves a powerful narrative

that centers around several key characters whose lives and experiences

reflect the broader historical events surrounding the Tulsa Race Massacre of

1921. Each character is expertly crafted to embody different facets of

society, resilience, and the collective struggle against systemic racism.

One of the central characters is a young girl named Violet. Violet’s journey

is pivotal, as she navigates her teenage years amidst the intense racial

tensions that culminate in the devastating violence of the massacre. With a

keen sense of observation and a heart filled with dreams, Violet represents

the hopes and aspirations of the Black community in Greenwood. Her

character grapples with the harsh realities of her environment while

embodying a fierce determination to foster change and preserve her identity.

Violet's relationship with her family plays a significant role in shaping her

character. Her father, a respected figure in the community, serves not only as

a source of guidance but also as a symbol of the strength and resilience

exemplified by the Black residents of Greenwood. He instills in her a deep

understanding of their history and the importance of resilience in the face of

adversity. Through Violet's interactions with her father, readers gain insight

into the generational wisdom passed down within the Black community,
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highlighting the importance of lineage and the burden of carrying historical

memory.

Another critical character is a boy named Lakota, who becomes Violet’s

close friend. Lakota's perspective offers insight into the complexities of

youth during this turbulent time. His character illustrates the cross-section of

innocence and harsh reality; he dreams of a future that seems nearly

impossible in light of the violence surrounding him. The bond that develops

between Violet and Lakota is emblematic of hope, love, and unity. They

navigate their fears and uncertainties together, their friendship serving as a

shield against the chaos of their world.

Then, there is Violet’s aunt, who embodies a generation of women who have

been both warriors and caregivers. Her aunt takes on the role of a protector,

urging Violet to understand her heritage and the importance of community

solidarity. Through her aunt, Colbert gives voice to the women of

Greenwood, who played crucial roles in fighting for their families and

communities. The aunt's character creates a bridge between the past and

present, demonstrating how experiences of trauma and oppression shape the

identities of Black women and their resistance.

A contrasting character is a white character, meant to represent the

antagonistic forces of the time. This individual serves as a reminder of the
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societal structures that enable racism and violence. Their interactions with

Violet expose the deep ideological divides and reflect the harsh realities that

many Black individuals faced during this era. This character’s presence is

not only a source of conflict but also essential in highlighting the systemic

barriers that the Black community had to navigate.

Colbert’s use of these key characters allows her to explore various

dimensions of the human experience against the backdrop of the race

massacre. Each character is distinct, yet their stories intertwine to reflect a

community grappling with loss, hope, and survival. The roles they play in

the narrative are not merely individual tales, but are representations of the

broader struggle for dignity and justice in a society fraught with racial

tension.

Through Violet, Lakota, her aunt, and the opposing character, Brandy

Colbert crafts a rich tapestry that showcases the resilience and strength

found within the Black community, emphasizing that, even in the face of

unimaginable tragedy, hope and humanity can endure. 

In summary, the key characters in "Black Birds in the Sky" serve as a lens

through which readers can understand the complexities of the historical

narrative. Their interwoven lives illustrate the struggles of their community,

as well as the enduring spirit that characterizes the fight for justice and
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identity.
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3. Chapter 3: Themes of Resilience, Identity,
and Community Explored

In "Black Birds in the Sky," Brandy Colbert intricately weaves themes of

resilience, identity, and community throughout the narrative, creating a

powerful commentary on the African American experience, particularly in

the context of historical trauma and the search for belonging. These themes

resonate throughout the book, illustrating how individuals and communities

respond to adversity with strength and determination.

The theme of resilience emerges prominently as characters face the lingering

effects of historical injustices and personal hardships. Colbert portrays

resilience not just as an individual trait, but as a collective endeavor that

thrives in the embrace of community and shared experiences. Through the

lives of her characters, readers witness how overcoming trauma and seeking

justice are interlinked with their ability to forge ahead in life. For instance,

characters who have experienced loss due to violence or systemic oppression

find a sense of agency through their involvement in community activism.

These acts of defiance serve as a form of resilience, showcasing how

individuals can reclaim their narratives amidst societal challenges.

Identity is another central theme in the narrative, as characters grapple with

their sense of self in a world that often seeks to define them by their race,

gender, or socioeconomic status. Colbert delves deep into the internal
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conflicts faced by the characters, exploring how their identities are shaped

by both personal choices and external circumstances. A vivid illustration of

this can be found in the character's journey of self-discovery, where they

confront the complexities of their heritage, cultural expectations, and the

stereotypes that society imposes on them. Their quest for identity is not

merely a personal odyssey; it reflects a broader struggle within the

community, echoing the sentiment that understanding one's roots is pivotal

to cultivating self-acceptance and empowerment.

The sense of community is an overarching thread that binds the characters

together and serves as a foundation for their resilience and identity

exploration. Colbert emphasizes the importance of communal ties,

showcasing how characters find solace in one another during times of crisis.

The author highlights various community dynamics, portraying not just the

strength of unity but also the conflict that arises within these spaces. The

intergenerational relationships depicted in the book serve to amplify this

theme, portraying elders who pass down wisdom and history to younger

generations, fostering a strong sense of belonging and continuity.

For example, community gatherings, whether in the form of protests,

memorials, or shared meals, illustrate how individuals come together to both

mourn their losses and celebrate their victories. Such events become a

sanctuary for characters, a place where they feel validated and supported
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while navigating the complexities of their lives. This portrayal underscores

the idea that community is vital to healing; it serves as both a safety net and

a source of strength that empowers individuals to reclaim their narratives.

Colbert's exploration of these themes is not only relevant to the specific

historical setting of "Black Birds in the Sky" but also resonates with

contemporary issues faced by marginalized communities today. In a world

where systemic inequalities persist, the book serves as a reminder that

resilience, identity, and community are crucial components in the ongoing

struggle for justice and equity. Through her poignant storytelling, Colbert

invites readers to reflect on their own roles within their communities and

consider the strength that can be derived from shared experiences and

collective efforts.

In conclusion, the themes of resilience, identity, and community in "Black

Birds in the Sky" are intricately connected, illuminating the strength found

in unity and the importance of understanding one’s place in the world.

Brandy Colbert crafts a narrative that not only reflects the historical

struggles of the characters but also speaks to the universal quest for

self-identity and belonging, making it a powerful read that resonates across

generations.
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4. Chapter 4: The Impact of Events on the
Characters and Society

In "Black Birds in the Sky," Brandy Colbert meticulously weaves a narrative

that is not only rich in personal character experiences but also deeply

reflective of broader societal impacts. The events depicted in the

book—shattering in their violence and heart-wrenching in their

aftermath—serve as catalysts that shape both the individuals in the story and

the community at large. 

The primary event that reverberates throughout the narrative is the brutal act

of racial violence, specifically centering around the 1921 Tulsa Race

Massacre. This historical incident does not merely serve as a backdrop;

rather, it plays an instrumental role in the development of the characters'

identities and their understanding of their place in a racially divided society.

The massacre, marked by destruction and loss, layers the characters' lives

with grief, fear, and a profound sense of injustice, marking its significance

throughout their life choices and interpersonal relationships.

For instance, the protagonist’s response to the chaos and devastation reflects

the internal turmoil faced by many who witnessed such events. Through her

lens, readers are given a glimpse into the confusion and helplessness that

arises from being simultaneously a victim and a member of a marginalized

community. This character arc underscores the psychological impact of
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trauma, wherein the scars of violence manifest not only as individual

struggles but also as collective community grief. 

The impact of the events in "Black Birds in the Sky" extends beyond

personal misfortunes and dives into societal transformations. After the Tulsa

Race Massacre, the community faces a long journey of rebuilding both

physically and mentally. For residents, this means grappling with a history

that is often sanitized or omitted entirely from educational narratives. The

characters symbolize the struggle for remembrance and acknowledgment of

their past—a crucial step toward healing. As they navigate their current

realities, they reflect on a lineage of resilience and resistance against

systemic racism, thereby fostering a sense of unity among them. 

Moreover, Colbert deftly illustrates how the aftermath of such traumatic

events can lead to a renewed commitment to civil rights and community

welfare. The interactions and relationships formed in the wake of the

massacre suggest a community refusing to be silenced, advocating for

collective action and social justice. Their endeavors to pass down the history

and lessons learned through family stories and community gatherings serve

to empower future generations. The importance of storytelling becomes

evident as characters engage with their heritage, ensuring that the horrors of

the past are neither forgotten nor repeated.
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A powerful example from the narrative is the way characters confront

systemic racism in their daily lives. They experience barriers not just in

overt forms like segregation but also in the insidious subtleties of everyday

discrimination. Such instances demonstrate the mundane realities faced by

the community even after acts of extreme violence. Through their struggles,

Colbert illustrates an enduring fight against oppression that connects past

and present, making it clear that the impact of the massacre lingers far

beyond its immediate aftermath.

In conclusion, the events portrayed in "Black Birds in the Sky" carry

profound implications for both the characters and society. The impact is

multifaceted, encompassing personal trauma, community resilience, and

broader societal movements toward justice and recognition. These

interwoven narratives illuminate the struggle for identity in a world shaped

by violence while highlighting the importance of solidarity and memory in

the face of adversity. Colbert's work ultimately serves as a poignant

reminder of how historical events can resonate through generations, shaping

the social fabric and individual lives in ways that demand both reflection and

action.
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5. Chapter 5: Closing Reflections and the
Legacy of Black Birds in the Sky

In reflecting upon Brandy Colbert's "Black Birds in the Sky," readers are

invited to consider not just the narrative that unfolds within its pages but

also its broader implications on contemporary discussions concerning race,

identity, and resilience. The novel, rooted deeply in the historical tragedies

that sought to erase the Black experience, expertly weaves a tapestry of

voices that enrich our understanding of how the past informs the present and

shapes future aspirations for justice and equity.

One of the most poignant reflections from the narrative is the enduring

legacy of trauma and the powerful strength found within community.

Throughout the book, we witness characters grappling with profound loss

and despair, yet it is the bonds they forge with one another that illuminate a

path forward. For example, the friendships depicted in the book serve as a

lifeline, offering solace and a shared sense of purpose. These relationships

showcase the theme of resilience not merely as personal fortitude but as a

communal effort—a testament to the notion that healing often occurs

through collective understanding and support.

Colbert's exploration of identity is particularly pertinent in today's

sociopolitical climate. The characters in "Black Birds in the Sky" navigate

their identities in a world that often seeks to define them through the lens of
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stereotypes and historical prejudices. This struggle highlights the ongoing

quest for authenticity and self-acceptance, resonating with readers who see

their own experiences reflected in the text. For instance, the character's

journeys to reclaim their identities can be likened to real-life movements,

such as the Black Lives Matter movement, which underscore the necessity of

affirmative action toward self-definition against oppressive narratives. 

Moreover, the legacy embedded within "Black Birds in the Sky" invites a

deeper examination of societal frameworks that marginalize voices within

the Black community. Colbert reinforces the importance of remembrance as

a cornerstone of empowerment. By recounting the stories of those lost to

historical atrocities, the novel becomes a vessel for education and awareness.

It challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths about racism,

inequality, and the ongoing impact of systemic violence. This aspect of the

legacy calls for a re-engagement with history—not just as a set of events to

be remembered—but as a battlefield for justice still being fought today.

Closing reflections on the novel also evoke the responsibility that lies with

each generation to carry forward the lessons learned from the past. The

narrative serves as a reminder that while history is replete with devastating

moments, these events need not dictate the future. Rather, they highlight the

importance of allyship and solidarity in the fight for equality. The

intergenerational connections depicted throughout the text encourage readers
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to ponder their role in this continuing struggle, urging them to become

advocates of change in their communities.

The legacy of "Black Birds in the Sky" thus transcends its fictional

characters, encapsulating a narrative that resonates with real-life

implications for social justice and community resilience. As readers close

the book, they are left not just with a story, but with a call to action—an

encouragement to reflect on their own identities, to honor the struggles of

those who came before them, and to actively engage in the ongoing quest for

equity and understanding in a world that often feels fragmented.

In conclusion, Brandy Colbert's work in "Black Birds in the Sky" serves not

only as a powerful narrative of personal and collective resilience but as a

vital contribution to the discourse surrounding race and identity. It implores

readers to listen, learn, and reflect upon the vital lessons of the past while

working towards a more inclusive and just future.
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