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About the book

Overview of Haddon W. Robinson's "Biblical Preaching"  

In today’s information-heavy landscape, many find themselves craving

genuine spiritual sustenance. Haddon W. Robinson’s book, "Biblical

Preaching," serves as an essential resource for those who wish to articulate

the enduring truths of the Bible clearly and meaningfully.  

  

Key Themes of the Book  

This influential text explores the core of expository preaching. It provides a

thorough examination of both the art and the method needed to effectively

share the Bible’s teachings, ensuring they resonate with contemporary

audiences.  

  

Who Can Benefit?  

Robinson’s work is suitable for a wide range of readers—from beginners

looking to build a strong foundation in preaching to experienced ministers

aiming to enhance their skills. The book is filled with insightful strategies

and pragmatic approaches, empowering preachers to deliver sermons that

leave a lasting impression.  

  

Takeaway  

Get ready to be inspired, challenged, and equipped to make a meaningful

impact through God’s word. Robinson’s engaging principles will help you
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transform your preaching into an experience that truly touches the hearts of

your listeners.
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About the author

Profile: Haddon W. Robinson

Birth Year: 1931  

Profession: Theologian, Preacher, Educator  

Haddon W. Robinson is celebrated as a leading figure in evangelical

preaching and homiletics. With a distinguished academic journey, he served

as the Harold John Ockenga Distinguished Professor of Preaching at

Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, a role that cemented his influence in

the field. Additionally, he held the presidency at Denver Seminary. 

Robinson's most notable contribution, *Biblical Preaching: The

Development and Delivery of Expository Messages*, is regarded as a

foundational text for preachers around the globe. His approach emphasized

clarity, adherence to Scripture, and practical application, profoundly

impacting generations of pastors and church leaders. His dedication to

effective preaching ensures that his teachings and legacy continue to

resonate within the evangelical community today.
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Biblical Preaching Summary Chapter List

1. Understanding the Foundation and Principles of Effective Biblical

Preaching 

2. The Art and Techniques of Structuring a Biblical Sermon 

3. Developing the Outline: A Comprehensive Guide for Preachers 

4. Engaging the Congregation: How to Communicate Biblical Truth

Effectively 

5. Applying the Message: Transforming Preaching into Life-Changing
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1. Understanding the Foundation and Principles
of Effective Biblical Preaching

Effective biblical preaching is grounded in a deep understanding of both the

text being preached and the audience receiving that text. Haddon W.

Robinson emphasizes that the foundation of preaching lies in its purpose —

to communicate God’s truth in a way that is relevant and applicable to the

lives of listeners. This involves a respectful approach to Scripture,

recognizing it as the living word of God, and balancing academic rigor with

spiritual sensitivity.

At the heart of Robinson’s philosophy is the notion that biblical preaching

aims not merely to inform but to transform. It engages the congregation on a

spiritual level, encouraging them to reflect on their own lives in light of

biblical teachings. This transformative goal is vital; it drives preachers to

seek not just to deliver a sermon, but to facilitate life-changing experiences

for their listeners. When a preacher appropriately grasps the biblical text and

its implications, they have the tool necessary to guide and inspire change.

In understanding the foundation of effective preaching, Robinson articulates

several core principles:

1. **Scriptural Authority**: Preaching should derive its authority from the

Scriptures. Every sermon must be steeped in Biblical text, highlighting that
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the preacher is merely a vessel through which God’s Word is conveyed. For

instance, consider a sermon based on Psalm 23; the preacher must not just

recount the beautiful imagery of the shepherd but highlight its implications

for how we trust in God in the face of adversity.

2. **Clarity and Simplicity**: A well-structured sermon should be clear and

straightforward, dispelling the notion that profundity requires complexity.

Robinson suggests that preachers should strive to present biblical truths in a

manner that is accessible to all, regardless of their background or level of

theological knowledge. For example, a preacher might explain the concept

of grace using a simple story from everyday life, making it relatable and

digestible for the congregation.

3. **Relevance to Life**: Preaching must connect with the contemporary

realities of the audience. Robinson urges preachers to consider their

audience's struggles, questions, and cultural context. For instance, in

addressing societal issues like anxiety, a preacher might turn to Philippians

4:6-7, discussing how prayer can serve as a practical antidote to worry, thus

bringing the ancient text into a modern context where it is immediately

applicable.

4. **Engaging with the Audience**: Preaching should not be a one-sided

conversation. Engaging the congregation allows the preacher to foster a
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connection that invites listeners into a dialogue about faith. Techniques such

as asking rhetorical questions or sharing personal stories can make the

message feel more interactive. An example of this could be a preacher

discussing personal struggles with forgiveness, inviting listeners to reflect on

their own challenges in this area.

5. **Transformation through Application**: The ultimate aim of preaching

is application — to challenge listeners to take concrete steps in their spiritual

journey. Robinson emphasizes that a sermon should conclude with clear

takeaways, encouraging individuals to act upon the truths they have learned.

For instance, after preaching on the Great Commission in Matthew

28:19-20, the preacher might challenge the congregation to identify one

person with whom they can share their faith in the upcoming week, thereby

moving from passive listening to active engagement.

  

In summary, understanding the foundations and principles of effective

biblical preaching involves recognizing its transformative potential,

grounding it in biblical authority, ensuring clarity for comprehension,

making connections with the audience, and emphasizing practical

application. This approach not only enriches the lives of listeners but also

equips preachers to fulfill their calling in a meaningful and impactful way.
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2. The Art and Techniques of Structuring a
Biblical Sermon

Structuring a biblical sermon is a critical aspect of effective preaching,

enabling the preacher to communicate biblical truths clearly and

compellingly. Haddon W. Robinson emphasizes that a well-structured

sermon provides clarity not only for the preacher but also for the listeners,

creating a logical flow of ideas that helps convey the intended message. In

this section, we will explore the essential components and techniques

involved in structuring a biblical sermon, focusing on the creation of a

coherent outline and the use of various rhetorical strategies.

At its core, the art of structuring a sermon involves three primary

components: the introduction, the body, and the conclusion. Each of these

elements serves distinct purposes and must be carefully crafted to ensure an

effective delivery.

The introduction is crucial as it sets the tone for the sermon and captures the

attention of the audience. An effective introduction often includes a

hook—an intriguing question, a relevant anecdote, or a striking

statistic—that draws people in. Robinson highlights the importance of

connecting the introduction to the main theme of the sermon. For instance, a

preacher discussing the theme of forgiveness might begin with a personal

story of a time they struggled to forgive someone, immediately making the

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/TiHomYO39Kb


topic relatable to the congregation.

The body of the sermon is where the preacher develops their main arguments

or points. Robinson suggests that preachers should aim for clarity and

simplicity in this section. The body should ideally consist of two to four

main points, each clearly articulated and supported by scripture. When

structuring the body, it is helpful to employ a logical progression, whether

chronologically, thematically, or in terms of significance. This structure not

only aids comprehension but allows the preacher to build momentum as they

lead the congregation to the heart of the message. 

For example, if the sermon focuses on the biblical call to service, the

preacher might structure the body around three key aspects: the purpose of

serving, the obstacles to service, and the rewards of serving others. Each

point can be substantiated with relevant scripture, such as Matthew

25:35-40, where Jesus speaks about serving "the least of these." By aligning

each point with scripture, the preacher reinforces the biblical foundation of

their message, which is crucial for effective preaching.

Transitioning between points is another vital technique in sermon

structuring. Smooth transitions help maintain the flow and allow the

audience to follow the preacher's train of thought. Robinson recommends

using transitional phrases that signal movement from one point to the next,
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ensuring listeners are not lost in the argument. For instance, after discussing

the obstacles to service, a preacher might say, "Having recognized these

challenges, we must now consider the rewards that await us when we serve

others faithfully." Such transitions enhance the sermon’s coherence, making

it easier for the congregation to grasp the overarching message.

The conclusion of a sermon is equally significant, as it provides a summary

of the main points and a call to action. A strong conclusion reinforces the

central message and encourages the congregation to apply the teachings in

their lives. Robinson suggests that preachers reiterate the significance of the

message and invite the audience to reflect on its implications. A preacher

concluding a sermon on service might challenge listeners with a personal

application: "As you leave today, I encourage you to seek out one

opportunity to serve this week, remembering the words of Jesus in John

13:12-15 about washing one another’s feet."

In addition to these structural elements, Robinson also discusses the use of

figurative language and illustrative materials to enhance the sermon. By

incorporating stories, analogies, and visual aids, the preacher can create a

more engaging and memorable experience for the audience. These elements

serve to emphasize key points and can help illustrate complex theological

concepts in relatable terms. For example, a preacher might use the analogy

of a gardener tending to plants to illustrate God’s nurturing care for His
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people, making the theological concept more digestible for listeners.

Overall, the art and techniques of structuring a biblical sermon require

careful thought and intentionality. A well-structured sermon, grounded in

scriptural truth and clearly conveyed through an effective introduction, body,

and conclusion, not only enhances understanding but also transforms

preaching into a life-changing experience for the congregation. Robinson’s

insights serve as a guide for preachers seeking to master this vital skill,

promoting effective communication of biblical truths that resonate with the

hearts and minds of their listeners.
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3. Developing the Outline: A Comprehensive
Guide for Preachers

Developing a well-structured outline is critical in the art of effective

preaching. Haddon W. Robinson emphasizes that a sermon is more than a

collection of thoughts or ideas; it must have a clear progression that guides

the listener through the intended message. An outline serves as the skeleton

of the sermon, providing a structure that assists in the delivery and ensures

that the core message is communicated clearly. Here, we will explore several

key aspects that need consideration when developing a preaching outline.

The first step in outlining a sermon is to establish a clear central idea or

proposition. This idea should succinctly express what the sermon is about

and what the preacher wants the congregation to take away. For instance, if a

sermon is centered on forgiveness, the central idea might be something like,

"True forgiveness is essential for spiritual growth and emotional freedom."

This central proposition serves as a guiding star for the preacher and the

congregation alike, helping to narrow down what texts to reference and what

illustrations may be relevant.

Once the central idea is established, the preacher should start breaking down

the sermon into main points. Robinson suggests that these points should

derive logically from the central idea. A typical structure could consist of

three to five main points to ensure clarity and prevent the audience from
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becoming overwhelmed. Using the forgiveness theme as an example, the

main points could include: 

1. Understanding the Nature of Forgiveness 

2. The Challenges of Forgiving Others 

3. The Freedom Found in Forgiveness 

Each point should be developed with supporting details such as scripture

references, illustrations, anecdotes, or statistical data that reinforce the main

idea. This approach not only enriches the preaching but also clarifies the

message for the audience. For instance, under the point about understanding

the nature of forgiveness, a pastor might include a brief story of someone

who struggled to forgive a deep betrayal, demonstrating the biblical

principles in a relatable context. 

Moreover, Robinson notes the importance of transitions between points.

Effective transitions help the congregation follow the progression of the

sermon without losing track of the main idea. For example, after discussing

the nature of forgiveness, the preacher might say, "Now that we understand

what forgiveness entails, let’s examine the real struggles we face when

trying to forgive others." This kind of transition reinforces the logical flow

and connectivity between points.

It is also crucial to consider the introduction and conclusion of the sermon

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/TiHomYO39Kb


while developing the outline. The introduction should be engaging,

capturing the audience's attention and providing a glimpse of the main idea.

It may incorporate a personal story, a thought-provoking question, or a

relevant quote from a well-known individual to hook the audience right from

the start. Conversely, the conclusion serves as the wrapping up of the entire

sermon, reaffirming the central idea and leaving the audience with a call to

action or something to reflect upon in their daily lives.

Finally, Robinson encourages preachers to practice their outlines through

actual delivery to identify any areas that may be unclear or overly complex.

This practice allows the preacher to refine their thoughts and delivery based

on feedback from their own experience in the pulpit.

In essence, developing an outline is a careful yet creative process that

involves understanding the central message, structuring main points, crafting

engaging introductions and conclusions, and ensuring transitions enhance

the sermon’s flow. It is an inviting space for creativity to flourish within the

bounds of biblical truth, allowing preachers to honor the Word while

effectively communicating to their congregations. With diligence and

prayer, preachers can create outlines that not only clarify their message but

also resonate deeply with the hearts and minds of those listening.
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4. Engaging the Congregation: How to
Communicate Biblical Truth Effectively

Engaging a congregation when preaching is central to ensuring that the

biblical message is not only heard but also embraced and acted upon.

Haddon W. Robinson underscores that effective communication goes beyond

mere delivery of information; it requires creating a connection between the

preacher, the text, and the listeners. This connection can significantly impact

how well the congregation receives and understands the biblical truth.

First, the preacher must recognize the importance of knowing the audience.

Understanding the cultural context, life experiences, and spiritual needs of

the congregation aids in tailoring the message to resonate deeply. For

instance, a preacher addressing a young adult congregation might employ

contemporary language, relate Cultural references, or share personal

anecdotes that mirror the struggles and aspirations of that demographic,

making the sermon more relatable and impactful.

Next, clarity in communication is paramount. The preacher should aim for

simplicity without sacrificing depth. Utilizing clear language, distinct

themes, and structured thoughts allows the congregation to follow along

easily. Robinson emphasizes the need for a solid outline; when a sermon is

well-structured, it helps the audience grasp the key points, providing anchors

to remember after the sermon ends. This approach is illustrated through the
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use of metaphors or analogies that illuminate complex theological concepts

in an accessible way. For example, comparing God's grace to a lifeboat in

stormy seas gives a vivid and relatable image that conveys hope and

security.

Engagement also comes from employing various styles and methods of

communication during the sermon. Robinson suggests integrating

storytelling as a powerful tool to evoke emotional responses from the

congregation. Sharing biblical narratives or personal stories can foster a

sense of shared experience, allowing the listeners to see themselves in the

narrative. For instance, recounting a personal testimony of faith or struggle

can encourage openness and reflection among congregants, prompting them

to consider their own journeys and responses.

Moreover, non-verbal communication, such as body language and vocal

variety, plays a significant role in how messages are received. A preacher

who exhibits passion through their voice inflections, eye contact, and

movement within the space can draw in the audience's attention and convey

sincerity and conviction. This theatrical aspect, when done appropriately,

adds a layer of authenticity and dynamism to the sermon.

Engaging the congregation also requires encouraging participation from the

listeners. This might involve asking rhetorical questions, inviting responses
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during the sermon, or incorporating multimedia elements such as visuals and

music to stimulate the senses and maintain interest. For example, using

relevant video clips or images that support the theme of the sermon can

create a multi-sensory experience, helping the message penetrate deeper into

the minds and hearts of the congregants.

Feedback mechanisms are another critical aspect of engagement. Preachers

can encourage congregants to respond to the sermon through discussion

groups, feedback forms, or informal conversations post-service. This form of

engagement not only helps the preacher to assess the impact of their

message but also fosters a communal atmosphere where individuals feel free

to share their thoughts and insights.

Finally, it is essential for a preacher to genuinely care about the spiritual

growth of their congregation. This dedication becomes evident in the way

the preacher speaks from a place of authenticity and with a heart inclined

towards the welfare of the listeners. When preachers posture themselves as

guides alongside their congregation on the journey of faith, it empowers the

listeners to actively participate in their own spiritual development.

In conclusion, effectively engaging a congregation while preaching biblical

truths calls for a combination of understanding the audience, employing

clarity and creativity in communication, utilizing storytelling, and fostering
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an atmosphere of interaction and care. By implementing these strategies,

preachers can transform their sermons into meaningful encounters that

inspire and challenge congregants to live out the truths they encounter in

scripture.
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5. Applying the Message: Transforming
Preaching into Life-Changing Experiences

In the realm of biblical preaching, the goal reaches far beyond mere delivery

of information or theological concepts. Haddon W. Robinson emphasizes

that the ultimate purpose of preaching is transformation—a spiritual

metamorphosis that catalyzes real-life change in the hearts and attitudes of

the congregation. This section delves into how preachers can apply the

biblical message so that it resonates deeply and instigates a meaningful

encounter with God.

Transforming preaching into life-changing experiences begins with a

thorough understanding of the biblical text itself. Preachers must seek not

just a cursory understanding but a profound grasp of the Bible passages they

expound. This involves prayerful meditation on the texts, studying their

context, and discerning their implications for contemporary life. For

example, a preacher might consider the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke

10:25-37) not only as a story about kindness but as a challenge to confront

issues of prejudice and social justice within the congregation. By illustrating

how the parable can apply to modern-day scenarios—such as ways the

community can actively serve those in need—the message becomes both

timely and transformative.

To facilitate this transformation during the preaching moment, preachers
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should intentionally connect the scriptural message to the lives of the

listeners. This requires an understanding of the audience's context, including

their challenges, fears, aspirations, and the cultural milieu in which they

inhabit. By speaking to the congregation's known struggles, a preacher can

make the biblical message relevant and compelling. For instance, in a

community facing economic hardship, a sermon on trust in God during

difficult times (such as Matthew 6:25-34) can be framed around personal

testimonies and stories of how faith has provided sustenance and hope

amidst adversity.

Moreover, preaching should invite congregants into a process of personal

reflection and application. Robinson suggests providing practical steps or

challenges that encourage listeners to integrate the preached message into

their daily lives. This could include actionable items that promote spiritual

disciplines, such as prayer, service, or scripture memorization. For example,

following a sermon on the importance of forgiveness, a preacher might

encourage the congregation to identify someone they need to forgive and

take specific, tangible actions to reconcile their relationship. Such a direct

call to action transforms the sermon from a passive listening experience to

an interactive phase of spiritual growth.

Additionally, the preaching moment should foster community engagement

and accountability. This can be achieved by cultivating small groups or
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discussion forums post-sermon, where members can share experiences

related to the preached message, challenges they face, and offer mutual

support in pursuing transformative actions. By creating spaces for dialogue,

the preacher not only reinforces the sermon content but also fosters an

environment where people can witness the impact of God's word in real-time

together as a community.

To further enhance transformation, preachers may consider the role of the

Holy Spirit as the ultimate agent of change. Acknowledging that true

transformation comes from divine intervention is essential; thus, preachers

should pray for the Spirit's power to not only inspire their own preaching but

to also move in the hearts of listeners. This reliance on prayer validates the

fervent desire for every sermon to result in more than knowledge—hoping

for spiritual renewal and life-changing experiences.

In conclusion, applying the biblical message is not merely an exercise in

homiletics; it is a divine endeavor aimed at transforming the human heart

through the truth of scripture. By understanding the biblical text, connecting

it to the audience’s life, encouraging practical application, fostering

community discussion, and relying on the Holy Spirit's power, preachers can

turn their sermons into significant life-changing moments that lead to

renewed faith, deeper connections with God, and active participation in the

life of the church and its mission.
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