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About the book

Book Summary: "Bear Says Thanks"  

*Author:* Karma Wilson  

*Illustrator:* Jane Chapman  

In the charming saga of "Bear Says Thanks," readers are taken on a

heartwarming adventure through a picturesque forest filled with the light of

friendship and gratitude. When Bear decides to host a cozy feast in his warm

den, he faces an alarming realization: his cupboards are empty! However, his

thoughtful woodland companions come to the rescue, each arriving with

their own special treat to share.  

With enchanting illustrations, this picture book beautifully conveys the

themes of community, kindness, and thankfulness. It invites readers of all

ages to cuddle up and enjoy a tender narrative where appreciation and unity

shine brightly. Ideal for read-aloud sessions, "Bear Says Thanks" serves as a

gentle reminder that the most precious gifts we receive are often the love and

companionship of those around us.
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About the author

Spotlight on Karma Wilson: A Master of Children's Literature

Who is she?  

Karma Wilson, an acclaimed author in children's literature, is celebrated for

her captivating storytelling that resonates with young readers. 

Collaborative Genius:  

Frequently teaming up with the talented illustrator Jane Chapman, Wilson

has produced a delightful range of picture books, most notably the beloved

"Bear" series.

Storytelling Style:  

Her writing is distinguished by its heartfelt themes, relatable animal

characters, and rhythmic prose, which not only entertain but also educate

children.

The Visual Connection:  

Illustrator Jane Chapman enhances these narratives with her colorful and

expressive artwork, vividly bringing the stories to life with intricate details.

Dynamic Duo:  

Together, Wilson and Chapman form a powerful partnership that charms
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audiences globally, showcasing the magic that happens when words and

illustrations unite.
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Bear Says Thanks Summary
Written by Listenbrief
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Bear Says Thanks Summary Chapter List

1. Chapter 1: Bear Decides to Host a Feast for His Friends 

2. Chapter 2: Bear's Friends Gather and Share Delicious Contributions 

3. Chapter 3: Bear Feels Sad About Not Bringing Food to the Party 

4. Chapter 4: Friends Help Bear Realize the Importance of Gratitude 

5. Chapter 5: The Joy of Friendship and Sharing in Bear's Celebration 
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1. Chapter 1: Bear Decides to Host a Feast for
His Friends

In the charming story of "Bear Says Thanks" by Karma Wilson and

beautifully illustrated by Jane Chapman, we are introduced to Bear, a

warm-hearted and thoughtful character who lives in the forest among many

friends. The tale begins with Bear pondering what to do as the leaves begin

to change color, signaling the arrival of a special season. Inspired by the

beauty of his surroundings and the joy of companionship, Bear comes up

with the wonderful idea of hosting a feast for his friends.

Bear's decision to host this gathering reflects both his love for his friends

and the importance of sharing moments together. As he sits in his cozy cave,

he visualizes the delightful occasion, filled with laughter, conversation, and,

of course, plenty of food. This anticipation of a festive gathering highlights

the significance of connection and how hosting an event can bring friends

closer together. It showcases Bear’s nurturing side, as he hopes to create a

joyful atmosphere where everyone can enjoy each other's company.

The significance of Bear's feast is not just about the food, but about the

memories that will be created together. In many cultures, gatherings and

feasts are a way of expressing love and gratitude towards friends and family.

They serve as an opportunity to reconnect, reminisce, and celebrate

companionship. For example, family reunions often involve potluck dinners

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/TiHomYO39Kb


where everyone brings a dish, sharing culinary specialties that reflect each

member's personal history and culture. Such events strengthen bonds and

create lasting memories, just like Bear hopes to do with his feast.

As Bear plans the feast, he is filled with excitement at the thought of

bringing his friends together. However, he is also acutely aware of the effort

involved in such an undertaking. He imagines the delicious spread he wants

to prepare, and the joy it will bring to his friends. This part of the story

resonates with anyone who has ever planned a get-together, where

organizing the event can be just as fulfilling as the event itself. 

Through Bear's simple idea of a feast, we learn about the treasures of

friendship, generosity, and the joys that come from sharing our lives and

experiences with others. It sets a positive and heartwarming tone for the

unfolding story, reminding us all of the importance of community and the

special moments that bring us together. Bear's desire to host a feast is not

just a plan for a meal, but a celebration of the friendships that enrich their

lives in the forest.
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2. Chapter 2: Bear's Friends Gather and Share
Delicious Contributions

As the sun rose gently over the forest, illuminating the trees with a warm

golden hue, Bear began to feel the excitement of hosting his feast. He

thought about the joy of gathering with his friends, and how they would

share their special contributions to the potluck. Little did he know that his

friends were already on their way, eager to bring their favorite treats to share

with everyone.

First to arrive was Badger, who was known for his exceptional cooking

skills. He walked cautiously through the underbrush, carrying a basket filled

with freshly gathered mushrooms. "I can hardly wait for everyone to taste

my famous mushroom stew!" he exclaimed, his eyes sparkling with pride.

Badger’s enthusiasm for his dish lifted Bear’s spirits further, as he knew

how much his friends loved the richness of Badger’s cooking.

Next came Rabbit, bouncing along with her signature carrot cake carefully

balanced in her paws. "I added a touch of honey from the bee's nest!" she

chirped, excited about her sweet creation. Everyone in the forest knew that

Rabbit’s cake was a crowd-pleaser, with its moist texture and deliciously

sweet frosting, and Bear felt a thrill of anticipation as he envisioned

everyone enjoying the dessert.
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Then, there was Raccoon, a natural forager who always had a knack for

finding peculiar foods. He appeared with a collection of wild berries,

bursting with color and flavor. "These berries are perfect for a refreshing

salad!" he announced, unveiling his bounty with a flourish. Raccoon’s

contribution added a colorful and healthy option to the feast, which Bear

appreciated immensely.

The cheerful chatter and laughter filled the air as Squirrel and Owl arrived

together. Squirrel, ever the bundle of energy, carried a large jar of acorn

cookies, while Owl, wise and methodical, brought along a pot of her famous

herbal tea. "These cookies are perfect for snacking, and they go wonderfully

with your tea, Owl!" Squirrel said, offering samples of the crunchy cookies

to some eager critters. Bear's heart swelled with joy, realizing how fortunate

he was to have such thoughtful friends.

Lastly, the gentle singing of a sweet melody announced the arrival of

�!�o�n�d�u�c�t�o�r� �F�o�x� �a�n�d� �h�i�s� �f�r�i�e�n�d�,� �D�e�e�r�.� �F�o�x� �h�a�d� �b�a�k�e�d� �a� �s�a�v�o�r�y� �p�i�e� �f�i�l�l�e�d� �w�i�t�h

apples and berries, and he carried it proudly, while Deer brought lovely fresh

greens, eager to complement the meal with a healthy side. "This feast is

going to be so delicious!" said Deer with a warm smile, encouraging

everyone to share their dishes. With each contribution, the gathering became

more vibrant and lively, the potential of the feast blooming with every

addition.
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As Bear watched his friends file in, each contributing their unique flavors

and signature dishes, he felt a comforting warmth in his heart. The forest

echoed with laughter and the excitement of friends coming together, and it

wasn’t just about the food; it was about the bond between them. Bear

couldn't help but feel grateful for this community that surrounded him, and

the thought of their shared happiness filled him with delight. 

In the midst of all the joy and food preparations, it took everything in Bear

to keep his thoughts focused on the wonderful day ahead. Each friend

contributed not just food, but also love and care, reminding Bear of the

important role friendship plays in life. Whether it be Rabbit’s sweet treats or

Raccoon’s festive berries, each item represented their shared connection and

the delightful act of sharing, which made gatherings like this truly special.

As the friends carried their offerings into Bear's den, the forest seemed to

harmonize with calls of anticipation and appreciation, making it clear that

this gathering was to be one filled with gratitude, warmth, and togetherness

before they even took a bite.
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3. Chapter 3: Bear Feels Sad About Not
Bringing Food to the Party

As the sun began to set, casting a warm golden glow over the forest, Bear

welcomed his friends into his cozy home, a place alive with the sounds of

laughter and chatter. His excitement, however, was quickly shadowed by a

burgeoning feeling of sadness. While all his friends had come bearing gifts

of food – scrumptious pies, nuts, berries, and honey pots – Bear realized that

he himself did not have anything to contribute to this delightful feast.

Despite his eagerness to host the gathering, the absence of food from him

nagged at his heart and left him feeling inadequate.

The scene around Bear was vibrant and cheerful; each of his friends

displayed their offerings with pride. Rabbit arrived hopping with a basket

full of freshly picked carrots, Squirrel boasted about his collection of acorns,

and Badger proudly unveiled a pie that smelled of warm apple and

cinnamon. All the while, Bear stood quietly, his heart sinking deeper as he

thought, "What kind of host am I? My dear friends have come to celebrate

with a feast, and here I am with nothing to share!"

In that moment, Bear's mind raced with thoughts of shame and

disappointment. He couldn’t shake the feeling that he had failed his friends

and himself. He replayed the events leading up to the celebration, recalling

how he had been so busy preparing his home and inviting everyone that he
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had completely forgotten to prepare any food of his own. Bear wished

desperately that he could have done more, that he could have brought

something to add to the festivities.

This profound sorrow resonated with many who might find themselves in

similar situations. It's not uncommon for individuals to feel lost or

insufficient when they perceive that they have not contributed equally in a

social setting. Take, for example, a potluck dinner where one may feel

embarrassed for not being able to bring a dish. The weight of social

expectations can sometimes overshadow the spirit of camaraderie that such

gatherings strive to embody. 

As the other animals enjoyed their food and the sound of crunching

vegetables filled the air, Bear found himself standing to the side. He looked

at all the happy faces of his friends, who were busy sharing stories and

passing around the platters full of delicious treats. His heart ached not from

hunger but from the realization that he hadn’t been able to bring anything to

the table. 

This moment, filled with deep introspection, allowed Bear to recognize that

the sadness stemmed from his own expectations of what it meant to be a

good host. In his mind, he equated his value and contribution with the food

he could offer. Yet, as he observed his friends enjoying one another’s
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company, a flicker of understanding began to arise within him. 

Despite his feelings of sadness, Bear reminded himself of the true nature of

the gathering: it was not solely about the food but rather about the joy of

friendship and coming together. He recalled times when friends gathered,

sharing laughter and warmth, where the essence of togetherness far

outweighed any material contributions. 

Although he felt downcast, Bear's friends were supportive and cheerful, and

they did not seem to notice his internal turmoil. Their joy and camaraderie

illuminated the room. They were there not just for the food, but for each

other. It was a poignant realization that reshaped Bear’s perception of the

upcoming celebration – a moment of reflection that indeed sparked a journey

toward understanding the deeper values of sharing and gratitude, which

would soon unfold in the chapters to follow.
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4. Chapter 4: Friends Help Bear Realize the
Importance of Gratitude

In the heartwarming chapter of "Bear Says Thanks," Bear’s feelings of

sadness begin to transform as his friends rally around him to help him

understand the true essence of gratitude. After feeling disheartened for not

bringing any food to his feast, Bear grapples with the thought that perhaps

he does not deserve to celebrate with his friends. However, his companions

are determined to change his mind.

As Bear sits in his cozy cave, contemplating the situation, his friends arrive

one by one. Each friend brings a delightful treat, creating a festive

atmosphere filled with the aromas of freshly baked pies, sweet berries, and

savory sandwiches. Bear watches, feeling even more remorseful, but his

friends quickly sense his unease and come to his side. They express their

excitement and gratitude for Bear hosting the gathering, reminding him that

their friendship is not contingent on food but rather on their mutual love and

support.

The interactions among Bear and his friends serve as a poignant reminder of

the importance of gratitude, underscoring the notion that acts of kindness

and generosity extend beyond physical contributions. For instance, Badger

shares his seasoned wisdom, explaining how sometimes, showing gratitude

can mean simply being present for one another. He emphasizes that Bear’s
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warm heart and the effort he put into organizing the feast is more significant

than the absence of food. 

As the chapter unfolds, each character adds their own perspective on

gratitude. Rabbit hops in enthusiastically, stating that the joy of sharing is

what truly matters. He recounts a time when he felt low, and how the

support of his friends lifted his spirits, demonstrating that appreciation isn’t

solely based on material gifts but is instead built on heartfelt connections.

This recollection resonates with Bear, illuminating the idea that even without

a tangible dish to share, his role as a friend is invaluable.

As Bear listens to his friends’ anecdotes, he starts reflecting on the times

they have supported him. The reminiscing conjures up memories of laughter,

adventures, and the comfort of their companionship through thick and thin.

He realizes that while he might not have brought food this time, he has

shared many wonderful moments with his friends that he cherishes deeply.

This realization fills Bear with warmth, counterbalancing his earlier feelings

of inadequacy.

Furthermore, the story illustrates that gratitude is a two-way street. While

Bear learns to appreciate his friends' contributions and unwavering support,

his friends also recognize the importance of Bear’s hospitality and warmth.

They collectively highlight that their gratitude towards each other enriches
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their friendships, creating a strong foundation of kindness and respect.

In essence, Bear’s journey in this chapter highlights the transformative

power of friendship and the valuable lesson of gratitude. It echoes a timeless

principle applicable to readers of all ages: that gratitude nurtures

relationships and fortifies the bonds between friends, demonstrating that

even in the simplest acts, like gathering together for a meal, the real magic

lies in the love and appreciation shared among them.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/TiHomYO39Kb


5. Chapter 5: The Joy of Friendship and
Sharing in Bear's Celebration

In Bear Says Thanks, one of the most poignant moments occurs in Chapter

5, where the themes of friendship and sharing are highlighted during Bear's

celebration. The story encapsulates how these two elements are interwoven

into the fabric of the gathering, showcasing not only the joy they bring but

also their significance in fostering community and connection among

friends.

As Bear prepares to celebrate with his friends, the air is filled with

excitement. The anticipation of gathering around a feast resonates deeply

within the woodland community. Each character brings their unique

contributions which reflect not only their culinary skills but also their

willingness to share—highlighting a profound understanding that the joy of

sharing is more significant than the material possessions themselves. 

The atmosphere of the feast exemplifies how friendship can transform a

simple meal into a grand occasion. With each animal bringing a dish, there is

an outpouring of love, care, and companionship. The narrative emphasizes

that it is not just the food that matters but the appreciation for one another

and the shared experiences that bind the characters together. For Bear, this

becomes a pivotal moment as he realizes that the true essence of the

gathering is not contained in the food he initially felt he lacked but in the
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camaraderie and joy that friendship nourishes. 

Moreover, the diverse contributions to the feast symbolize the beauty of

collective effort. When each animal shares their specialty, they contribute

something that resonates with their identity; for instance, Rabbit’s carrots,

Badger’s berry pie, and the different treats brought by each of Bear’s friends.

This variety broadens the feast not just in taste but also in the representation

of their friendship. It mirrors the idea that in friendship, everyone has

something valuable to offer, whether it's food, laughter, or emotional

support—enriching the collective experience.

Additionally, this chapter serves as a reminder of how sharing fosters

gratitude and strengthens bonds. The act of sharing food transforms the

experience from a potential moment of regret for Bear into one of abundance

and joy. It highlights that it is often through sharing, both food and

experiences, that friendships are solidified. 

Communities thrive on the spirit of togetherness, and as the characters

gather around Bear to celebrate, their interactions exemplify warmth and

inclusiveness. The scene painted is not just about a meal; rather, it is a

depiction of a gathering that celebrates connection, one that resonates with

readers, reminding them of their own experiences with friends and family.
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Through Bear’s emotions during this celebration, readers are invited to

reflect on their friendships and the importance of being part of a community.

The joy derived from gathering together outweighs any individual

contributions, reminding us that the heart of any celebration lies in shared

experiences and heartfelt connections. As Bear realizes the impact of his

friends’ support and love, so too do readers come to appreciate the vital role

that friendship plays in elevating life’s moments, making the joy of sharing

stand out as a resounding theme in the narrative.
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