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About the book

Title: Dive into the Dark Side of the American Dream  

*"American Desperado" — A Compelling True-Crime Narrative*  

  

In their riveting book, "American Desperado," authors Jon Roberts and Evan

Wright take readers on an unflinching voyage through the harrowing and

shadowy dimensions of the American dream, as experienced by one of its

most infamous figures. This gripping true-crime saga traces the tumultuous

life of Jon Roberts, starting from his chaotic childhood in New York's

mob-controlled neighborhoods to his significant role in the

cocaine-dominated drug trade of 1980s Miami.  

  

With brutally honest storytelling, Roberts sheds light on the indistinct

boundaries that separate crime from legitimacy. The narrative exposes a

realm where violence, corruption, and indulgence prevail, painting a stark

picture of the darker side of success. Wright, with his sharp journalistic

skills, meticulously captures every detail, ensuring a comprehensive

exploration of both Roberts as a person and the historical context of his era.  

  

Ultimately, "American Desperado" is not just a tale of an outlaw; it's a

powerful reflection on the often obscured truths behind the seductive facade

of wealth and power in America.
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About the author

### Profile: Jon Roberts

Real Name: John Riccobono  

Notoriety: Criminal Underworld and Military Valor  

#### Background:

- Origins: Grew up in a challenging environment in the Bronx.  

- Criminal Activities: Became involved with Mafia operations at a young

age, leveraging his intelligence and connections to ascend the ranks of

organized crime.  

#### Major Contributions: 

- Medellín Cartel: Gained notoriety in the 1980s for his role in the U.S.

operations of the infamous cartel, playing a pivotal part in the massive influx

of cocaine into North America.  

#### Military Service:

- Vietnam War: Served with honor, highlighting a stark contrast in his life,

as he balanced military duty with a criminal career.  

#### Memoir:

- "American Desperado": Co-authored with journalist Evan Wright, this
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memoir presents an unflinching depiction of Roberts' life, exploring themes

of crime, survival, and moral complexity with striking realism and honesty.  

#### Conclusion:

Jon Roberts' life serves as a compelling narrative of contradictions,

encapsulating the interplay between a life of crime and a distinguished

military service.
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1. The Early Years: A Glimpse into Jon
Roberts' Life and Struggles

Jon Roberts’ early years were shaped by a combination of personal

struggles, a turbulent family life, and the broader socio-economic issues of

the time. Born into a working-class family in Brooklyn, New York, Jon

quickly became acquainted with hardship. Growing up in the shadow of the

1960s and 70s, a period marked by great social upheaval, Jon faced

numerous challenges from a young age. His father was a laborer who

struggled to make ends meet, while his mother juggled household

responsibilities and part-time work, creating a home imbued with both love

and tension.

As a child, Jon was constantly on the move, a reflection of his family’s

instability. The frequent relocations forced him to adapt and find his footing

in schools and neighborhoods where he often felt like an outsider. This came

with its own set of challenges, leading to feelings of isolation and a longing

for belonging. During these formative years, Jon's environment was rife with

influences that shaped his views on life, including the ever-present allure of

the streets. The vibrant yet dangerous culture of Brooklyn exposed him to

crime and drugs at a young age, sowing seeds of rebellion and survival

instinct deep within him.

Adolescence marked a turning point for Jon, primarily due to his exposure to
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the burgeoning drug scene that was beginning to take hold in America. The

glamorization of wealth and power in popular culture, exemplified by

television shows and movies that depicted drug dealers and mobsters, played

a significant role in shaping the ambitions of young men like him. In these

formative years, Jon found himself increasingly attracted to the thrill and

apparent success that came from operating on the fringes of the law. It was

during this time that he made connections with older figures in the criminal

world, soon finding himself drawn into a lifestyle that directly contradicted

his upbringing.

The psychological aspects of Jon's early years cannot be overlooked either.

He carried the burdens of familial expectations, along with the need to assert

his identity in a world that often felt hostile. Tension at home and a sense of

wanting more from life drove him further into a life of risk and rebellion.

The concept of the American Dream was tantalizingly close, yet felt miles

away; the disconnect between aspiration and reality pushed him into a

mindset where illegal means began to seem like the most viable options for

success. 

Jon's journey didn't come without its significant trials. The betrayals he

encountered from supposed friends during his formative years contributed to

a deep-seated mistrust of people, which would influence his future dealings

in the dangerous world of drug trafficking. Each early setback served not
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only as a lesson but also as a catalyst for his willingness to take greater risks

in pursuit of power and prestige.

At the nexus of his struggles was the unrelenting hope of escaping his

circumstances. Jon Roberts’ early life was a crucible of sorts, mixing

ambition with adversity, nurturing a fierce determination to triumph over the

challenges thrown against him. This struggle was not just about survival, but

about carving out a space for himself in an unforgiving world. It was during

these early years that the foundations of the man he would become were laid

– a complicated, often contradictory mix of ambition, desperation, and

resilience against the backdrop of the American landscape.
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2. From Miami Vice to Underworld Kingpin:
Rise of a Drug Trafficker

Jon Roberts’ journey from a seemingly ordinary life to becoming a notorious

drug trafficker in the Miami underworld is a tale marked by ambition,

opportunity, and a fair share of peril. The backdrop of the 1980s, particularly

the rise of Miami as a central hub for the drug trade fueled by the Colombian

cartels, sets the stage for Roberts' ascension. This era was not just a crucible

for the drug trade; it was also a cultural phenomenon that influenced

everything from politics to the media and shaped public perceptions of

crime, particularly through shows like "Miami Vice."

As Roberts entered this world, he was driven by both necessity and desire.

Raised in a challenging environment, he developed a deep-seated need for

wealth and status, which propelled him toward the illicit drug trade. Miami,

with its glitz and glamor, enticed many like him, presenting an alluring but

perilous lifestyle filled with promise of wealth, power, and recognition. The

vivid portrayal of Miami's drug scene in popular media at the time,

especially through icons such as "Miami Vice," served to glamorize and

normalize the lifestyle of drug traffickers, portraying them as both dangerous

and charismatic figures.

Initially, Roberts operated on the fringes of the drug trade, involved in

smaller deals and local operations. However, he quickly learned the ropes of
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the business from seasoned criminals, absorbing valuable lessons about

logistics, connections, and the importance of maintaining an impression of

invincibility. The high-stakes environment lifted Roberts from minor dealer

to a significant player, demonstrating how sometimes the thrill of the risk

can overshadow the moral implications of one’s actions.

Roberts leveraged relationships he cultivated with various key figures in the

drug world, reinforcing that in this industry, connections are paramount. The

drugs flowed into Miami, and with them came vast sums of money. Roberts’

charisma allowed him to create allegiances and partnerships that would

prove essential for survival and growth in this cutthroat environment. He

soon became involved in larger deals, moving cocaine from Colombian

cartels into the bustling streets of Miami, turning massive profits almost

overnight.

This rise was marked by opulent parties, extravagant spending, and a life

that many would envy. However, the combination of the glamorous lifestyle

with the violent undertones of the trade created a volatile existence.

High-profile dealers were often at odds, and power struggles erupted

regularly. Roberts navigated these treacherous waters, showcasing an

uncanny ability to adapt and thrive, but he was not without enemies. The

lure of easy money and lifestyle attracted many, but it also came with a high

degree of danger.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/TiHomYO39Kb


As Roberts solidified his position as a kingpin, he became embroiled in the

intricate web of crime that defined Miami in that era. The evolution of drug

trafficking during this period was not merely a tale of individual choices but

also indicative of broader socio-economic issues in America. The influx of

drugs into the United States led to an increase in violence, addiction, and

ultimately, a societal reckoning over the impact of the drug trade. 

Roberts’ life exemplifies how the dynamics of crime can transform a person,

highlighting the complex interplay between ambition and morality. His rise

from street-level dealer to a celebrated figure in the underworld underscores

the seductive nature of power and wealth. Yet, it foreshadowed the inevitable

crash that many experience in the drug world, where the duality of high

living intertwined with danger ultimately creates a precarious existence.
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3. The Complex Web of Crime: Relationships
and Power Struggles in the Drug World

The drug trade, especially during the height of the cocaine boom in the

1980s, was not merely a business but a complex and intricate tapestry of

personal relationships, alliances, betrayals, and power struggles. In

"American Desperado," Jon Roberts navigates this perilous landscape,

revealing how the interplay of personal connections and shifting loyalties

defined the lives of those involved.

At the heart of the drug world is a network built not just on commerce but on

trust, fear, and manipulation. Jon Roberts, operating largely out of Miami,

understood this dynamic all too well. His rise to power was facilitated by

relationships forged with influential figures in both law enforcement and the

underworld. This duality highlights a primary tenet of drug trafficking: the

necessity of having friends and allies in high places while occasionally

making adversaries of the same.

Roberts employed various strategies to cultivate these relationships. For

instance, his connections with corrupt officials enabled him to transport

massive quantities of cocaine with relative ease. This was often achieved

through the strategic use of bribes, but equally important was the

maintenance of loyalty among his circle. Those who stood by Roberts were

often rewarded, creating an aura of invincibility around him. However, the
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same relationships made him vulnerable; loyalty is a fickle currency in the

drug trade, where betrayal can come at a moment’s notice.

One striking example of the consequences of these intricate alliances can be

seen in the fate of other drug lords and traffickers during this era. The

infamous Medellín Cartel, led by Pablo Escobar, was characterized by an

elaborate network of relationships that ultimately culminated in both

spectacular successes and spectacular failures. Escobar initially fostered

relationships with politicians and law enforcement, only to see many of

these bonds turn into his undoing as rival cartels emerged and alliances

shifted. In Roberts' world, similar patterns emerged, where friends could

quickly become foes if power dynamics altered or if suspicions flared.

The complexities of the drug trade extend beyond mere relationships, as

power struggles often played out in violent and unpredictable ways. As

Roberts ascended the ranks, he faced the constant pressure of rival factions

vying for control as well as the law’s tightening grip. The competition for

supremacy in Miami was fierce, leading to a bloody series of conflicts

known as the Cocaine Wars, where rival drug factions clashed in the streets,

often claiming the lives of innocents and further complicating the moral

landscape of this world.

Additionally, the power struggles were not limited to external adversaries.
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Within the organizations themselves, there were always threats of betrayal

from within, with individuals plotting their own ascent at the expense of

their superiors. Roberts noted that even those closest to him were often

calculating their futures, leading to a paranoia that permeated his operations.

Such was the reality of being a kingpin, where trust was as rare as fairness.

A particularly telling aspect of the world Roberts depicts is how

relationships shifted in response to law enforcement pressure. As

investigations intensified, alliances shifted. Friends turned into foes

overnight, with some cooperating with authorities to save themselves,

showcasing the severe risks associated with a life of crime. Roberts himself

endured this reality, where the fragile alliances he had built could swiftly

crumble under the weight of betrayal, leading to dire consequences.

In "American Desperado," Jon Roberts effectively illustrates that the drug

world is more than just a business; it is a relentless battleground where

personal relationships are intertwined with survival, and power is both a

shield and a target. The complexities of these dynamics are what make the

narrative gripping and eerily reflective of broader human behaviors, leading

to profound insights into the nature of crime and the societal structures that

enable it.

Ultimately, Roberts' experiences reflect the timeless lesson that in the realm
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of crime, as in life, the stakes are high, relationships are perilous, and power

struggles are inevitable.
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4. Falling from Grace: The Consequences of a
Life of Crime and Betrayal

Jon Roberts’ journey through the drug underworld serves as a vivid

illustration of the perilous consequences that accompany a life steeped in

crime and betrayal. Once celebrated and feared as a kingpin in the Miami

drug scene, Roberts eventually experienced the dramatic unraveling of his

empire and the profound impacts of his lifestyle choices on his personal life

and those around him.

The alluring rise to power within the drug trade, as depicted by Roberts,

often veils the grim realities that lie beneath its surface. Initially, the

adrenaline rush associated with living on the edge, the wealth, and the

respect gained through illicit activities painted a picture of success.

However, such victories were invariably overshadowed by imminent threats

and betrayals that characterize such a volatile environment.

As Roberts carved out his niche in the drug business, he found himself

entwined in a world that demanded unwavering loyalty. However, the very

nature of organized crime breeds an arena where trust is scarce and betrayal

lurks in every corner. Roberts’ relationships with partners and associates

grew increasingly complicated, marked by inevitable conflicts of interest,

personal greed, and paranoia. For example, his partnerships, once fruitful

alliances, quickly morphed into precarious alliances, where the slightest
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misstep could lead to dangerous consequences, both for Roberts and those

with whom he collaborated.

Despite the glamour of power, inner conflict boiled beneath the surface. The

paranoia associated with constant betrayal not only strained Roberts’

relationships with associates but also alienated him from family. This

disintegration of personal relationships stands as a testament to how the

lifestyle of crime bleeds into the fabric of one’s life, leaching joy and

integrity while engendering fear and mistrust. Roberts’ own narrative

exemplifies how those closest to him could become potential threats, as

loyalties shifted and personal interests reshaped alliances.

Moreover, the consequences of this lifestyle extend into the broader

emotional landscape of an individual. As one delves deeper into the criminal

world, ethical lines blur, leading to a dehumanization of both oneself and

others. Roberts, although initially invulnerable in his dealings, began to face

the repercussions of his choices. The violence associated with drug

trafficking not only ensnared Roberts but also wreaked havoc across

communities, highlighting the far-reaching impacts of his decisions. Law

enforcement pressure escalated alongside the splintering of his networks,

leading to numerous arrests, betrayals, and even homicides among

associates. The sense of security he once held rapidly eroded, replaced by a

relentless cycle of fear.
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Falling from grace also brings forth stark realities of the law. Claims of

power and dominance in the drug world ultimately culminated in Roberts’

own entanglement with the judicial system. Being apprehended and facing

legal consequences dismantles the confidence gained through a notorious

reputation, unraveling every constructed illusion of invincibility. This

societal retribution served not only as punishment for Roberts but also as a

harsh reminder of the inevitable caprices of fate—how quickly fortunes can

shift.

The culmination of this downfall often leads to introspection, as individuals

like Roberts assess the extensive fallout from their chosen path. Reflecting

on his journey, Roberts came to embody the tragic truth that money and

power derived from nefarious activities could never replace genuine

emotional ties or a stable life. The loss of family connections, friendships,

and ultimately freedom speaks volumes to the hollow victory gained from a

life invested in crime.

In conclusion, 'Falling from Grace' captures the poignant realities stemming

from a life of crime, highlighting not only the personal sacrifices endured

but also the broader impact on society. Jon Roberts’ narrative serves as a

cautionary tale—a testament to how quickly glory can turn to ruin when

entangled in a web of betrayal and excess, illustrating the true costs of a
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once-glamorous criminal life.
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5. Redemption and Reflection: The Final
Thoughts of Jon Roberts on His Journey

In the closing chapters of “American Desperado,” Jon Roberts offers an

introspective look into his life, reflecting on the tumultuous journey he has

traveled from the naivety of his early years to the dizzying heights of power

within the drug trade, and ultimately to the sobering reality of his choices.

This reflection is not merely a recount of events, but a deeper conversation

with himself about redemption, accountability, and the stark contrast

between his past and the possibilities of a future filled with hope.

Roberts acknowledges that his early years were marked by struggles and a

search for identity in a world that seldom provided guidance. Growing up

amidst socio-economic challenges, he sought refuge in the vibrant life of

Miami, which initially appeared to be an escape and a promise of excitement

and success. However, as he climbed the rungs of the drug trafficking

ladder, the very world that seemed to offer him everything began to reveal a

complex web of danger, betrayal, and moral ambiguity. It was a life

characterized by moments of thrill, yet shadowed by the looming threat of

violence and loss.

As he recounts his ascent to becoming an underworld kingpin, Roberts

reflects on the relationships he forged and the power struggles that defined

his existence. Key figures in his life, from allies to enemies, shaped his
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understanding of loyalty and betrayal, which at times blurred the lines of

right and wrong. He candidly discusses instances where his ambition led him

to make choices that devastated both himself and the people around him.

These reflections are poignant as they demonstrate the reality of criminal

life—the accumulation of wealth and power came with the price of

emotional scarring and fractured relationships.

The consequences of his life of crime, poignantly captured in moments of

profound personal loss, serve as critical wake-up calls for Roberts. The

violent repercussions of the underworld, including betrayals that cost lives

and the elusive nature of trust among criminals, made him acutely aware of

the emptiness that often accompanied material success. As he spiraled into

the consequences of his choices, including imprisonment and the

degradation of self, the urge for redemption became a powerful motif

throughout his narrative.

In contemplating his journey, Roberts reveals the hard truths that often

accompany a life steeped in crime. The path to redemption, he notes, is not a

simple one; it necessitates a profound reckoning with one’s past actions and

their impact on others. He expresses feelings of remorse and regret,

recognizing how his decisions echoed through the lives of those he loved

and affected, leading to a cycle of pain that seemed unending. 
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Yet, it is within this framework of reflection that Roberts finds a flicker of

hope. He emphasizes that redemption is not just about seeking forgiveness;

it is about making choices that align with a reconceptualized identity. By the

end of his journey, he strives to direct his life towards positivity, aiming to

use his experiences as cautionary tales for others who may be tempted by the

allure of easy riches through illicit means. The transition from a life

entrenched in crime to one of purpose and consideration for others

encapsulates the essence of redemption in his narrative.

Through candid reflections on his past, Jon Roberts ultimately seeks not

only to share his story but to provide insight into the complexities of human

nature, illustrating how even those who have wandered far from the path can

find their way back to a place of integrity and purpose. The essence of his

final thoughts resonates as a reminder that the journey toward redemption is

paved with accountability, introspection, and the unwavering goal of doing

better for oneself and others in the future.
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