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About the book

Book Summary: A Lion Called Christian  

*Author: John Rendall*  

In the inspiring true story "A Lion Called Christian," John Rendall recounts

a remarkable journey defined by love, adventure, and the deep connection

between humans and animals. Set against the backdrop of London, the

narrative unfolds as two friends make an extraordinary decision to adopt a

lion cub from a department store, naming him Christian.  

The story highlights their heartwarming experience of raising a wild animal

amidst the challenges that urban life presents. As their bond deepens, the

narrative beautifully captures the shared moments of joy between man and

beast, leading to a courageous mission to return Christian to the wild.  

Through his writing, Rendall immerses readers in a world where friendship

transcends boundaries and the thrill of adventure is ever-present. This

captivating tale serves as a poignant reminder of compassion and the

unexpected beauty found in unique relationships, leaving a lasting impact on

all who read it.
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About the author

Profile: John Rendall

Background:

- Nationality: Australian

- Profession: Author and Conservationist

Notable Encounter:

- Renowned for his extraordinary relationship with Christian the lion, a tale

that has enchanted audiences globally. 

Journey into Conservation:

- Began in the late 1960s when Rendall and his friend Ace Bourke bought a

lion cub from Harrods in London, naming him Christian. 

Impact:

- The profound bond with Christian, along with a heartfelt reunion years

later in the wild, has established Rendall as a significant advocate for animal

welfare and conservation. 

Published Works:

- Author of "A Lion Called Christian," where he narrates his experiences and

passionately supports wildlife preservation. 
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Mission:

- Committed to enhancing public understanding of the natural world through

his writing and advocacy efforts.
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1. Chapter 1: The Unlikely Encounter that
Changed Two Lives Forever

In the heart of the vibrant city of London, in 1969, an extraordinary

encounter between a lion cub and two young men would not only alter the

course of their lives but also leave an indelible mark on the world. John

Rendall and Anthony 'Ace' Bourke were two Australians living in London,

who frequented the bustling world of Kings Road, a hub of fashion and

creativity during the swinging '60s. However, their lives took a dramatic turn

when they stumbled upon a small pet shop that exhibited a lion cub, a young

animal that seemed as out of place as a fish in a tree.

The cub was captivating, with soft golden fur and an inquisitive disposition

that melted the hearts of everyone who laid eyes on him. The sight of the

cub incited a wave of compassion in John and Ace, who felt an undeniable

connection. They learned that the cub was born in captivity and was being

sold as a novelty pet. Despite the voicing of concerns about the ethics and

realities of owning a wild animal, John and Ace made a rapid decision: they

would buy the lion cub and name him Christian.

Bringing Christian home was nothing short of surreal. With a playful

personality, he quickly settled into their lives and their small flat. To the

residents of London, two young men with a lion cub were a spectacle,

drawing crowds and questions wherever they went. Christian was no
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ordinary pet; he grew rapidly and demanded space and attention, thriving on

the companionship and love provided by John and Ace. They took him on

wild adventures across the city and nurtured the bond that would

symbolically tether them together across continents.

As Christian grew, it became painfully apparent that keeping a lion in an

urban environment was not sustainable. The duo faced a moral and practical

dilemma—while their affection for Christian was immense, they understood

that a lion's place was not within the confines of a flat or a city. The

fast-paced life of London could not provide the wild environment he needed

to flourish as an adult lion. This realization put them on a path that brought

them closer to the animal and the essence of wildlife itself, but it also set the

stage for future heartbreak.

The chance encounter in a pet shop not only changed the circumstances of a

lion cub's life but also marked the beginning of a profound journey filled

with love, challenges, and eventual release back to the wild. This captivating

chapter of their lives serves as a backdrop for the lessons of love and

freedom that follow, as John and Ace grapple with the complexity of caring

for a creature that was never meant to be domesticated. The initial spark of a

whimsical adventure turned into a deeper understanding of responsibility

toward a living being that deserved not just care, but a rightful place in the

world—outside the imposing walls of human intervention.
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2. Chapter 2: Christian's Journey from Cub to
Captive Lion

Christian, a lion cub, framed within the enchanting narrative of

human-animal bonds, embarked on a remarkable journey that saw him

evolve from an innocent, playful infant into a majestic, magnificent creature

confined by the constraints of captivity. The journey began in the bustling

atmosphere of London in the late 1960s when John Rendall and Anthony

“Ace” Bourke stumbled upon him in a local department store. This was not a

typical retail environment; it was the era of exotic pets, where acquiring a

lion cub for entertainment or novelty was considered socially acceptable.

Thus, the little lion—only a few weeks old—was bought for £250, marking

the genesis of a life filled with unexpected turns.

From the outset, the two men cherished Christian as much more than just an

exotic pet. They nurtured him lovingly in their London home, where he

thrived in the midst of human companionship. This love was reciprocal;

Christian, with his playful nature and affectionate demeanor, quickly became

a part of their lives, exhibiting behaviors that were deeply reminiscent of

domestic pets. The men provided him a makeshift living environment,

including a large wooden shed that became his den, and during the day, they

let him roam their shop. Thus, Christian quickly adapted to the urban

landscape, challenging the traditional narratives associated with wild

animals.
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As he grew, the reality of owning a lion began to dawn on John and Ace.

Christian’s playful nature turned into powerful instincts. He traversed the

line between cub and adult lion, becoming increasingly challenging to

manage as his physical strength developed. His recognition of humans as

caretakers was undeniable, yet instinctively, the lion within him necessitated

more space and freedom than their urban lifestyle could provide. The

adorable cub was growing into a regal lion; his size and demeanor were no

longer suited to domesticity. 

An incident that underscored this transition involved a simple game of

tug-of-war. What had been an innocent match of strength escalated into a

test of power; Christian unwittingly showcased his capability, and the two

men found themselves struggling against his strength. This moment became

a poignant realization for John and Ace, who understood that Christian,

while still affectionate, belonged to a world far larger than their modest,

independent one. He needed to be free; the urban jungle could not satisfy the

instincts sculpted by nature.  

As their bond deepened, an understanding arose among them that human

love alone could not cater to the innate requirements of a wild creature. They

began to explore options for Christian’s future. Their search was not merely

for a new environment but a solution that would honor his true nature, hence
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initiating the quest for a paradigm within which Christian could roam

freely—a search that ultimately aligned with the philosophy of wildlife

conservation efforts and global awareness of the responsibility towards wild

animals. 

Christian’s transition to his future home would set the stage for major

changes not only in his life but also in the lives of the men who had raised

him. The journey from cub to captive lion represented a critical turning

point, reflecting underlying themes of freedom, responsibility, and the

inherent wildness that resides within even the most domesticated of

creatures. As they confronted the realities of caring for a wild animal in a

confined space, John and Ace gradually grew to understand that true love for

Christian meant letting him go, a principle rooted deeply in recognizing the

dichotomy between captivity and freedom.
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3. Chapter 3: The Courageous Decision to
Return Christian to the Wild

In this chapter, the narrative takes a pivotal turn as John Rendall and Ace

Bourke grapple with the weighty decision to return Christian the lion back to

his natural habitat. Having nurtured the cub in a London furniture store and

watched him grow into an impressive young lion, the bond between the men

and Christian deepened profoundly, filled with moments that illustrated the

essence of love and companionship. However, as Christian matured, so did

the realization that the wild awaited him, a world far removed from the

safety of human environments.

The decision to return him to the wild was not made lightly. Rendall and

Bourke spent hours contemplating the implications of their choice. They

understood that while the comforts of captivity afforded Christian safety,

they also curtailed his natural instincts and the freedom inherent to a lion's

existence. Christian had been a cherished companion, delighting his

caretakers with playful antics, but like all animals, he had a profound need

for space—space to roam, to hunt, and to exhibit the instincts that lay

dormant in him. 

Practical considerations permeated their discussions; the probability of

Christian seamlessly adapting to life in the wild weighed heavily on their

minds. Would he be able to fend for himself? Would the other lions accept
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him? These questioning voices echoed in their hearts. They sought advice

from experts, including the renowned conservationist George Adamson, who

had successfully rehabilitated lions into the wild. Adamson's insights lent a

beacon of hope, as he reassured them that with guidance and a gradual

reintroduction to the wild, Christian might not only survive but thrive.

In undertaking this journey, Rendall and Bourke showcased remarkable

courage—a theme reiterated throughout the chapter. They realized that true

love for Christian meant acknowledging what was ultimately best for him,

even if it meant letting him go. This selfless decision entailed an emotional

sacrifice, revealing the depth of their bond that transcended possessiveness

and the conventional notions of ownership.

To prepare for the move, the men arranged a gradual introduction to a larger

space where Christian could begin to interact with a controlled environment,

simulating aspects of his natural habitat. They spent more time with him

outside their familiar environment, allowing him to climb, explore, and

reconnect with some of his primal instincts, while also ensuring he

maintained his trust in them as a safety anchor. Nevertheless, the

psychological burden of their impending separation loomed large, a

bittersweet reminder that freedom often demands sacrifice.

The decision to return Christian to the wild unfolds as more than an act of
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kindness; it represents an acknowledgment of the wild spirit within him—a

notion reinforced by instances in conservation where animals have been

successfully reintroduced into their habitats after meaningful rehabilitation

processes. Similar to how wolves were gradually reintroduced to

Yellowstone National Park, restoring the ecological balance and enriching

the wilderness, Christian’s return was intended to unleash his inherent nature

and allow him to live as he was meant to.

As the date of departure drew closer, the emotional intensity of their journey

escalated, marked by both hope and trepidation. Christian’s farewell was

layered with complicated feelings: joy at his freedom, sorrow in parting, and

uncertainty about what the future held for him. This chapter encapsulates the

essence of a courageous decision, underscoring themes of freedom versus

captivity, love versus possession, and ultimately, the quest for a life true to

one’s nature.

In essence, Chapter 3 beautifully captures the struggle and beauty inherent in

letting go while simultaneously affirming the deep and enduring connection

that remains between Rendall, Bourke, and Christian. As they prepared to

take the most courageous step of all, they carried with them the knowledge

that true love is often about giving wings and allowing those we care for to

soar toward their true destinies.
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4. Chapter 4: The Emotional Reunion That
Defied All Odds

In the heart of this extraordinary tale lies an emotional reunion that

transcended the boundaries of human-animal relationships. John Rendall and

Ace Bourke, who had nurtured and raised Christian the lion, had made a

courageous decision to return him to the wild after realizing that he could

not be contained within the confines of a London wildlife store any longer.

This chapter unfolds the reunion that followed Christian’s release, an event

infused with anticipation, tension, and ultimately, profound joy.

After spending a year in Africa, Christian had been acclimatizing to his new

environment, integrating into a pride and learning the ways of the wild, a

process that was fundamental to his survival. The bond between Christian

and his former caretakers, however, had not waned despite their physical

separation. John and Ace decided to meet again with Christian, traveling to

Kenya in search of their beloved friend. As they approached the location

where Christian was last seen, a mix of hope and anxiety swirled within

them. Would Christian remember them? Would he respond to their bring

back memories of the past?

Upon their arrival at the Kishanani area, they were met with the vast,

untamed landscape of Africa, a stark contrast to the confined environments

of London. The duo ventured into the wilderness accompanied by George
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Adamson, a lion expert who had played a crucial role in Christian’s

rehabilitation into the wild. George was instrumental not only in Christian’s

well-being but also in setting the stage for the much-anticipated reunion. The

sight of the land where Christian had roamed free was both exhilarating and

nerve-wracking, embodying the embodiment of freedom they had strived for

yet reminding them of what they had lost.

The moment of reunion was one fraught with uncertainty. John and Ace

called out to Christian, their voices echoing through the expanse, hoping

against hope to elicit a response. The seconds felt like hours, and just as

doubt began to cloud their judgment, from a distance, a majestic figure

emerged. Christian, now a fully-grown lion, appeared from the brush, his

regal presence a testament to his journey into wildness. 

As he approached, the scene was charged with emotion. Christian

recognized their familiar voices and immediately exhibited a reaction that

astonished everyone present. Rather than exhibiting signs of wild

unpredictability, he leaped with joy, running toward them with an

unmistakable recognition that reflected his deep-seated affection for the two

men who had been a part of his early life. The long-standing bond that had

been forged amidst the love and care of his formative months enveloped the

reunion in a heartfelt embrace that defied all odds.
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This reunion was characterized not only by Christian’s exuberance but also

by emotional expressions from John and Ace—tears flowed as they

embraced their lion, celebrating the incredible journey that had led them to

this defining moment. The sheer disbelief of witnessing Christian's

metamorphosis, where the cub they had raised was now a symbol of the wild

itself, illuminated the complexity of their connection; they had once lived

alongside this creature, and now he was residing in his rightful place, in the

wild where he belonged.

Not only did this reunion speak volumes about the potential for love and

connection across species, but it also underscored themes prevalent in

nature, such as belonging and the innate desire to return to one’s roots. It

illustrated a powerful testament to the bond between humans and animals,

reminding observers of the significance of compassion, respect, and

freedom.

As Christian coped with the reality of his independent existence, he

demonstrated remarkable behavior typical of wild lions, forming interactions

with other members of the pride while still expressing warmth towards the

two men who had raised him. This remarkable reunion provided insights

into the essence of animals’ emotional capabilities, revealing that they too

hold on to relationships despite changing environments.
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In retrospect, the emotional reunion that unfolded between John, Ace, and

Christian was not merely a remarkable coincidence but the result of love,

sacrifice, and commitment to ensuring that a wild spirit could thrive once

again. It reaffirmed that with patience and understanding, one could foster a

connection that not only survives but flourishes, even against all odds. The

beauty of this reunion remains an enduring testament to the potential for

cross-species relationships and the deep emotional ties that can exist

between animals and humans, thereby inspiring generations to appreciate the

wild, the nurturing of life, and the indomitable spirit of freedom.
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5. Chapter 5: Lasting Lessons of Love,
Freedom, and the Wild Spirit

In the concluding chapter of "A Lion Called Christian," John Rendall

encapsulates the profound lessons learned from his experiences with

Christian, the lion they raised and ultimately released back to the wild. This

chapter is not just a recount of their journey; it serves as a reflective piece on

the enduring themes of love, freedom, and the intrinsic wild spirit that

characterizes not just lions, but all creatures of the earth.

Love, as depicted through Rendall's relationship with Christian, transcends

species. From the moment Christian entered the lives of Rendall and his

partner, Ace Bourke, it was evident that their bond was built on mutual

respect and affection. One must consider the depth of the emotional

connection they shared — a typical relationship between pets and humans is

highlighted in this tale, but Christian was no ordinary pet. His growth from a

playful cub to a majestic lion brought with it both joy and the weight of

responsibility. They loved not only him as an individual but also the wild

essence of what he represented.

Rendall illustrates how true love sometimes necessitates making the hardest

choices. In choosing to return Christian to the wild, they understood that

love meant prioritizing Christian’s natural instincts and the life he was meant

to lead over their desire to keep him close. This is a poignant lesson for all
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relationships; love is not about possession but about the freedom of the

beloved to thrive in their natural state. Just as parents often must let their

children spread their wings and fly from the nest, so too did Rendall and

Bourke set Christian free, demonstrating that love sometimes means letting

go.

Freedom, as explored in this chapter, is a powerful theme that resonates

deeply in the narrative. Rendall’s decision to reintroduce Christian to the

wild echoes the fundamental need for all beings to exist in environments

where they can express their true selves. In many ways, the release of

Christian can be seen as a mirror to our societal struggles with issues of

personal freedom and autonomy. Rendall illuminates the parallel between

the plight of captive animals and that of individuals who feel trapped in their

circumstances, emphasizing that freedom is a vital part of existence and

happiness.

The wild spirit, both within Christian and within humanity, reflects the

innate desire to be free and live authentically. Rendall articulates how

observing Christian re-adapt to his natural habitat was a testament to the

resilience of life. Christian’s journey back to independence demonstrated not

only his strength and capability but also the power of nature to reclaim and

nurture those who have been lost to it. It is a celebration of life’s tenacity,

showcasing the wild spirit that resides within all creatures — one that craves
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exploration, adventure, and connection with the essence of life.

Rendall's reflections compel readers to consider their own connections to

love, freedom, and the wild. In contemporary society, many people feel the

constraints of modern life that limit their freedoms, and Rendall invites us to

embrace the wild spirit within — to reconnect with nature and each other. It

reinforces the notion that every being, regardless of species, has an innate

understanding of their identity and purpose.

Moreover, this chapter serves as a reminder of our responsibility as stewards

of the planet and the creatures with whom we share it. It implores us to

advocate for the well-being of others, ensuring that we create a world where

love and freedom are not just aspirations but realities for all living beings.

Through the journey of Christian and the depth of love portrayed by Rendall

and Bourke, readers come away with a reaffirmed belief in the power of

genuine connection. The lasting lessons of this tale permeate beyond the

pages, encouraging us to honor the wildness that exists both in nature and

within ourselves, and to make choices that reflect a commitment to love,

freedom, and the respect it engenders for all living things.
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